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THE. 
PREFACE. 


| HOUGH it is almoſt eſta- 
8 bliſhed into a cuſtom, I 
ſhall not begin my Preface by re» 
minding the town that it ſwarms 
with novels, as apprehend it would 
be to my advantage that it ſhould 
forget it does ſo; but if it is not 
ſufficiently defective in memory to 
dd me that favour, it might, paſſibly, 
8 „ be | 
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beſomewhat to my credit if I 85a 
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be” ſuppoſed" to have forgotten that 
circumſtance myſelf. 


E Bey 1 
Nor ſhall I endeayour to. depre- 
ciate other performances of this na- 


ture, in order to hint that mine is 


deſigned as a fort of antidote to the | 
poiſon conveyed in them; "Which 


would be no leſs unjuſt than inſolent, 


as the late Works of this kind, that 


have fallen into my hands, are all ſo 
extremely nioral, and many ſo reli- 
gious, that were it not for ſome 
ſtriking, and unfortunate proofs of 
the contrary; one ſhould be inclin- 
dd to believe the age diſtinguiſhable 
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for piety and virtue, ſince the pro- 
ductions deſigned to amuſe the moſt 
trifling, in their idleſt hours, pro- 
ductions the moſt diligently ſought 
for, and purſued with the greateſt 
avidity ; are ſo ſtrongly tinctured 
with both. For this indeed a modern 
author has accounted in a manner 
that reflects no great honour on the 
preſent age, when he fays, I would 
gladly believe, with more ingenity 
than truth, In the moſt corrupt 
ages mankind are fond of the 
e moſt perfect leſſons of moralityy 
ve theory ſupplies the place of prac 

0 tiee, and at the ſmall expence of a 
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£ the remnant. of their taſte for vir- 

% fue... | 

My inducement for writing the 
following ſheets was principally this: 

I have long obſerved, and many 


others muſt have made the ſame 
obſervation, that no duty is ſo little 
regarded as filial obedience, more 
particularly in the important article 
of matrimony. Few young perſons 
conſider a clandeſtine marriage as 
in any reſpect criminal; and were 
it nat for pecuniary conſiderations, 
we ſhould, I fear, ſeldom fee any 
regard paid to the conſent of pa- 
tents. This inattention to one of 


— 
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che greateſt duties of ſocial life, and 
which is ſo frequently the ſource 
of much unhappineſs to thoſe who 
violate it, induced me to take advan- 
tage of the reigning taſte for novels, 
to ſet it in a ſtrong, but, juſt light, 
to my youthful readers, in hopes 
ſome may be thereby led to reflect 
upon it with the ſeriouſneſs and im- 
partiality it deſerves; and if 1 am 
ſo fortunate, as by the following 
ſheets, to be the means of ſaving 
one family from the complicated 
affliction which is uſually, the con- 
ſequence of ſuch marriages, I ſhall 
think myſelf greatly rewarded for 
my time and trouble, 
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As T have ſo plainly declared the 
view. with which I undertock this 
work, I maſt, to prevent my young 
readers from beginning the peruſal 
of it with (prejudices in my disfavor, 
aſſure them I am no leſs an enemy 
to the tyranny of - parents, than to 
the diſobedience of children; for 
though I think a parent's conſent 
neceſfary to a marriage, yet I eon 
ſider the inclination of the child as 
aun more efetially requiſites each 
has a juſt title to a negative voice, 
but neither has a right to form the 
union without che voluntary con- 
currence of the other; and to pre- 
ſerve the paredt's title to a negative, 
N with 
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© witha poet f advifiog,; for which 

experience may have ſo well qua- 
lified them, is all I wiſh, or n | 
Ah ow been vin thu 
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As I cannot hope to defend to 
any purpoſe the faults that will ap- 
pear in the following performance, 
I. dall nor add, to them by at- 
tempting an apology, which would 
be treating it with an air of ſe⸗ 
riouſneſs gd, importance ill fait 3; 
ed, to ſo trifing a work ; ooly in 
regard to the length of the letters 
would willingly. offer ſome excuſe, 
ſhould that be abjecthd to chem as 
£ bh fault. 
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4 fault. It might no doubt eaſfly 
have been avoided, to the conſſ- 
derable increaſe of the volumes; 
but I thought my readers would 
rather be obliged to me for ſaving 
chem the unneceſſary trouble of 
more beginnings and concluſions 
of letters, which'are generally im- 
pertinent, as they break inito 'the 
ſtory, inſtead of advancing it, and 
confüm che reader's time Without 
giving him atty amuſement in ex- 
change. To thoſe who are well 
acquaifted with the fize of female 
'epiſtles, where practice has even 
improved chat faeilit) in writ- 
W | ing 


. almoſt natural to 
the ſex, I am apt to believe the 
length of the letters will not ap- 
pear· beyond: probability. Should 
I be herein miſtaken, J muſt ac- 
knowledge myſelf much to blame; 


ſince in the latter part, to avoid 
multiplying letters, which - muſt 
more frequently have been com- 
poſed of ſentiments than of facts, 
as no great variety of incidents 
could occur in ſo lonely a ſitua- 
tion, I ſuppoſe a difficulty of in- 
tercourſe between Miſs Leonard 
and her diſtant friends, beyond 
what can, perhaps, be found in 
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any part of this Kingdom; pre- 
fetring improbability in fo, imma - 
terial a point, to | encroaching on 
the leifure, or wearying the patience 
of my n Nil nisiod 2 1 
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FILIAL DUTY, Ke. 


rn 
Miſs EMILIA LZO NAR, to Mils 
 CrarLoTTE AAIIN Gro. 

" LITTLE expected to have ret 
ceived ſo ſtrong a proof of my 
dear Charlotte's want of candout 
as her laſt letter gave me. Youſay you 
pity me for what I fuffer from Miſs So- 
phi2's peralance and levityz but that my 
mother being principally to blame, hay | 


two ſhare of your compaſſion; becauſe 
Vo. I. 3 


you 
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you think Sophia's faults, may in good 
mezfüre, be attributed to Her femiſmneſs 


in correcting them, at an age when they 
might have been conquered. I could 
have · borne this cenſure from one leſs ac- 
quainted with the beſt of women; but 
how is it poſſible for you, who are no 
ſtranger to her excellence; who have 
ſeen ſo many evident proofs of her vari- 
ous virtues, to caſt fo raſh a reflection? 
Candour ſhould have ſuggeſted to you, 
that, if in the part of a mother- in- law, 
her conduct appeared leſs perfect, there 
muſt in all probability be ſome good 
reaſon for it ; which, though unknown 
to you, would fully acquit her of blame. 
When we ſee a perſon act with the moſt 
exact integrity and prudence in every 
point but one, ſurely we are unjuſt if 
we do not ſeek for ſome reaſon for that 
deficieney which may reconcile it to her 
general conduct. Had you ſuſpended 
your cenſure ** with had made that 

| e 
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ſearch; you would never haut paſſed it 
for I am perſuaded my mother, if the 
true ſtate of the caſe were known, muſt 
be deemed fully _— n the _ 


e judge. 


» 
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Bon no fuck. leite i. i” my a | 
however raſhly ſhe may have accuſed; 
J know ſhe will gladly acquit a relation 
ſhe ſo highly eſteems, when ſhe is in- 
formed of the merits of the cauſe. + Ie 
is true the perſon moſt concerned is al- 
ways backward in defending herſelf, 
when ſhe thinks ſhe may thereby expoſe 
another to cenſure. To this diſpoſition 
may be attributed your ignorance of 
the true motives of her conduct to Miſs 
Sophia; for you certainly would have 
known them had they not ſhewn ſome | 
errors. of judgment in i my father; 
which though ſhe eſteemed almoſt a 
virtue, in conſideration of the princi- 
2 they ſprung from, ſhe feared others 

Ba might 
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W , with 4 leſs indulge 
eye. 


By eee I am going 
to act in oppoſition to, I am condemn- 
ing myſelf, but the ſureſt way of 
throwing us off the due guard we 
ought to keep over our actions and 
words is, to blow up our paſſions into 
a flame; this method you have taken; 
when you blame the beſt of mothers, 
my temper is warmed; and the firſt 
blaze generally conſumes our prudence. 
If I do wrong in telling what ſhe has 
ever avoided to mention unneceſſarily, 
(for ſhe has never made an abſolute ſe- 
cret of it,) attribute it to an irreſiſtible 
impulſe, which prompts me to ſet the 
molt upright conduct of the perſon in 
the world who is deareſt to me, in a 


he was at variance, his friends perſuad- 


Their ſollicitations, added to his love 
for a domeſtic life; ſoon ee red the 


very little delicacy on thoſe point 


FILTAEL DU TT. 3 
My father's firſt wife, Lady Mary 
— daughter to the Earl of —, af. 
ter bearing him three girls, Who all 
died in their infancy, brought him 2 
fourth, the Sophia in queſtion, at the 
expence of her own life. My father 
was much afflicted for the loſs of a wife, 
who had deſerved all his eſteem and af- 
fe&ion, but as his landed eſtate, / in 
caſe of failure of male iſſue, was in- 
tailed on a diſtant relation, with whom 


ed him that he ought to marry again. 


which falls to the ſhare of his ſex, and 
he made his addreſſes to my mother, 
was accepted, and the day of marriage 
fed, within three quarters of 4 year 
beg pig ens amb 8 18 


B 3 1 — 


6 THE TEST OF 


+ Before: the union was compleated, he 
deſired his intended bride to promiſe 
him that ſhe would never contradict, 
or controul in any thing his little So- 
phia; adding, he was far from be- 
« lieving that indulgence ever hurt the 
« tempers of children; but too much 
„could not be ſhown to an infant 
„ whom death had deprived of a fond 
„ mother, and therefore had a title to 
4 a; double ſhare of tenderneſs from 
« him.” | | 


es this . my mother from 
many painful apprehenſions, ariſing 
from the difficulty of acquitting herſelf 
Properly in the character of a mother- 
in-law, it was perhaps the more readi- 
ly complied with, for it removed all 
her ſcruples; as he had an undoubted 
right to direct in what manner he 
would have his own child treated. * 


It 


— 
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It js poſſible that my mamma, with- 
out infringing the engagement into 
which ſhe had entered, might have ac- 
quired ſuch influence over a child to 
whom ſhe became a nominal mother 
before it was a year old, as would 
have enabled her to leſſen the number 
of it's faults. without abſolute. contra 
diction, had it been left to ber care: 
but very ſoon after the death of Lady 
Mary, my father had, at the recom - 
mendation of Lady Suſan L——, great 
aunt to Sophia, received into his houſe, 
as governeſs to his —_— a diſtant 
relation to that family, Mrs. ' Jackſon 
by- name, and in her office ſhe was to 
act without controul. 


However noble the alliances Mrs. 
Jackſon might boaſt, her high blood 
had given no dignity to her ſentiments; 
her mind was narrow, and her views 
low and mean. She propoſed conſi- 
B 4 derable 
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derable advantages to herſelf from get- 
ting intire poſſeſſion of Miſs Sophia's 
affections, and with that view, the firſt 
notions ſhe inſtilled into her pupil's in- 
fant mind, were the vulgar prejudices 
againſt a ſtep-mother. My mamma 
foon underſtood from whom thoſe im- 
preſſions were received, and almoſt as 
oon that a relation, and recommended 
by Lady Suſan, was not to be contend- 
ed with : ſhe therefore acqueiſced, and 
filently Wer n erer 


1 Fu — che object of my 
adere hatred... As I was born in the 
firſt year of my mather's marriage, 1 
am little more than a year and half 
younger, and being as remarkably tall, 
as ſhe was little of her age, the differ- 
ence appeared. ſtill leſs than it was in 
reality. Indulged in every thing; the 
worſt paſſions inkerent in human na- 
| ture 
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wore alone cultivated, without the leaf 
endeavour to improve her underſtand- 
while the beſt of mothers was indefas 
tiguable in her application to cultivate 
the very moderate talents nature had: 
beſtowed on me, and to. conquer my 
evil diſpoſitions. This different treat- 
ment more than compenſated for the 
inferiority of my age, and rendered. 
me at once the object of Miſs me 
"ny and hatred. | 


My father wiſhed ae 
eompliſhments uſually acquired by girls 
of our rank; and proper maſters were 
engaged, but little to Sophia's: advan- 
tage; for the could not endure freneh; 
drawing ſhe bated; muſic was her de- 
teftation; geography ſhe abominated , 
and reading made her head-ach.. In 
ſhort on ſuch pretenees ſhe refuſed to 
rA * that was e 1 

B 3 her; 
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her; nor could ſhe. forgive my doing 
what ſhe refuſed. She endeavoured to 
obſtruct me in every thing I learned; 
perpetually teazed me with malicious 
tricks; and contrived to plague me ſo 
intollerably, that I ſometimes com- 
plained to my mamma; who on ſuch 
occaſions would repreſent to me, that 
I could not reaſonably expect Sophia's 
mindto be as eaſy and placid as my own. 
+ Taught obedience,” would ſhe ſay, 
« almoſt from your birth, uncorrupt- 
e ed by anill-judged indulgence, you 
< have learned to repreſs every undue 
«© emotion in your heart; but the 
ſame is not to be expected in your 
« ſiſter that would be little leſs than 
% miragulous.. in her which is almoſt 
natural to you. Beſide, conſcious. 
that you are under the protection of 
Ja fond mother, your mind reſts free 
„from apprehenſion and care; you 
e your happineſs is watched over 
- 151] lf 6 by 
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«by a parent anxioully vigilant in her 
e attention to your welfare. Can your 

& heart in this ſituation be otherwiſe 
« than at eaſe ? Your ſiſter, on the 
e contrary, has been taught to think 
« herſelf in the hands of an enemy: 
« If I ſmile on her, ſhe ſuſpects me of 
an intention to betray ; if I look 
« grave, ſhe fears I am plotting her 
« deſtruftion, Maternal tenderneſs ſhe 
« has never experienced, for her pre- 
« judices make her reject my careſſes; 
« even the ſweetneſs of paternal endear- 
« ments are unknown to her, becauſe 
« ſhe has been taught to believe them 
© jinfincere. - How unhappy is this ſitu- 
«ation! What diſpoſition is there 
« that can live in it unruffled'? Surely, 
« my Emilia, a little reflexion will 
make you join with me in pitying 
her; and when you feel yourſelf moſt 
. aggrieved, a moment's recollection 


« will convince you that ſhe only is 
| "Te 
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« the object of compaſſion. Pity ſhould 
& excite affection, and induce you to 
t endeavour by gentleneſs and compli- 
„ ance to alleviate her vexations, and 
e bring/her nearer the level of your 
« own happineſs. In time, I make lit- 
« tle doubt, but ker heart will repay 
« you; it is not naturally bad; however, 
« ſhould that not prove the cafe, the 
the conſciouſnefs of having done your 
duty will be a great reward.“ ; 


Such was the uſe my excellent mo- 
ther made of theſe childiſh vexations z 
to which ſhe frequently added, Let 
the errors in your fiſter's. condu& 
teach you to guard againſt your own 
<« paſſions, and learn to avoid doing 
what you diſlike in her: thus, ſhe 
« wyll prove your beſt monitor, and 
you vill find, to the lateſt day of your 
« life, juſt cauſe to be grateful to her 
for ſo many uſeful leſſons.” --By fuels 
remonſtrances, frequently reiterated, I 
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Vas taught not only patiently to bear 
Miſs Sophiz's petulances; but from 
pitying, I learned to love her: the good 
I diſeovered in her diſpoſition gave me 
pleaſure, and I excuſed the evil on the 
principles ſo carefully inculcated into 
my mind. My father, at length, grow- 
ing fenfibte of the injury Mrs. Jackſon 
did his daughter, and concerned at it, 
endeavoured to remove her, but her 
relations oppoſed his intentions fo vehe- 
mently, that he thought it neceſſary 
w- comply; and the ſimple gentlewo-. 
man would ſtill have been with us, 
had not death delivered our family of 
this peſt, when my ſiſter was about 
fifteen years old. To ſhew honourable 
diſtinction to this period, I will end my 
letter with Mrs. Jackfon's death; 
though you will not ſuppoſe ir was con- 
ſidered as a very melancholy event, by 


hace... Lone ſincerely affectionate, 
6g. EmMitia LEONARD: 
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Miſs CHarRLOTTE ,ARLINGTON, to 
Miſs EMiLia LEONARD. 


Fd 
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OUR letter, my dear Emilia, 


1 gave me very great pleaſure, as 
it - thoroughly juſtified Mrs. Leonard, 
which you may believe, without pay- 
_ ing me any very high compliment, was 
extremely agreeable to me, as both her 
age and character remove her ſo far 
beyond any compariſon with myſelf, 


that envy can have no place between 


us; and when that is the caſe, you 


know, one may contentedly ſuffer peo- 
ple to be as good as they can; one does 


not feel oneſelf lowered by it., I even 


approve her conduct ſo much, that I. 
am in doubt whether I may not, out 
of a noble emulation, and an inordi- 


nate deſire to be as ſuper-· excellent, ſeek 
| | | out 
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out for ſome widower, who is properly 
provided with a perverſe. chit to exer- 
ciſe my . virtues, and give me an op- 
portunity of imitating ſo bright an ex- 
ample. I aſſure you Mr. Wenman was 
obliged to this ambition for many more 

ſmiles, in a viſit he made us this morn- 
ing, than uſually fall to his ſnare; for 
in this laudable view I could not ſelect 
a better object, as he is bleſſed with 
five untowardly brats, who would kegp 
my. virtues in full exerciſe through the 
whole twenty-four hours. But-I ſuſpect 
you will not approve my ſcheme ; you 
are too much a philoſopher to favor 
inordinate deſires, however ſpecious 
the motive ;, and I have ſo great a re- 
gard for your judgment, that you need 
not exert your eloquence to repreſs my 
ambition; the knowledge of your opi- 
nion is ſufficient to make me receive 
Mr. Wenman's next viſit with a ſterner 
brow. Self devoted ſacrifioes are not 
| 1 now 
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now in faſhion; ſo I believe I ſhall re- 
ferve my hand for a man leſs incum- 
bered, and truſt to the common lot of 


marriage for trials, at leaft, adequate to 


But what pleaſed me moſt in your 
letter was, the diſcovery it makes of the 
reaſon why you are ſo much better than 
myſelf, and the reſt of your contem- 
poraries, I confeſs L have often been 
piqued to fee you more rational than 


many of your ſeniors ; at eighteen to be 


gay without levity, beautiful without 
the impertinences of vanity, (for how- 
ever you may conceal it, vain 1 
make no queſtion but you are ;) accom- 
pliſhed without affeftation, mild, mo- 
deft, and gentle, appeared to me fome- 
ceive the merit is Mrs. Leonard's, or 
Miſs Sophia's ; not your's, Emilia. You 
have been taught to ſhun folly and per- 
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nicious paſſions, as the Spartans were 
to deteſt drunkenneſs, by being ſhewn * 
the deformity of it in others. Is it 
ſtrange you ſhould be meek. who have 
been bred in the ſchool of ' patience ? 
What girl is there whoſe: fpirit would 
not have been ſubdued by the joint 
perſecutions of an ill-tempered ſiſter, 
and a remonſtrating mother ? for I fear 
I ſhould have included her admoni- 
tions among my perſecutions, at leaſt 
till my reaſon had come to it's full 
growth; then indeed I muſt have ſeen 
them in the light you do; but if you 
are honeſt, 1 dare ſuy you will acknow- 
ledge you often thought her cruel in 
ſhewing ſo little compaſſion for what 
you ſuffered. Tou can do no lefs than 
love Sophia; ſhe has been the ſchool- 
miſtreſs tu your virtues, All people do 
not teach in an agreeable manner, but 
when the thing aimed at is acquired, it 
matters little whether blandiſhments, 


or 
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or whipping were the means. Her's | 
to be ſure were ſomewhat ſevere, but 
the harſheſt maſters are often - ſaid 
to form the beſt ſcholars ; and pain, 
we are told, leaves ſtronger impreſ- 
ſions on the mind than pleaſure ; 
therefore let us not accuſe a practice 
ſo: juſtified by the ſucceſs, I think, I 
wiſh, I had had ſuch a teacher; for 
though I might have proved ſomewhat 
of a dunce in the ſcience ſhe taught, 
by this time the leſſons would have 
been over, and 1 made as rational 
as yourſelf; reaſon, I ſuppoſe, being 
nearly the ſame in both of us; only 
your paſſions are reduced into ſuch nice 
order, that they never rebel; and a wealt 
man may govern the elephant when 
made a paſſive beaſt. If my uncle 
Frank ſaw this part of my letter, he 
would be your enemy for ever; he 
hates abſolute dominion ſo much, he 


FILIAL DUTY. #9 
would not even allow it to reaſon. 1 
am not of his way of thinking; 1 ſhould 
be glad to give deſpotic ſway to mine; 
but, like other ſecret favourers of ab- 
ſolute monarchy, I am deterred by the 
dangers and difficulties of the enter- 
prize. 


I fancy I could have ſaid ſome 
very ingenious things on this ſubject, 
were I not ftopped by the tinck- 
ling. of the dinner-bell, whoſe call I 
muſt obey z though not without in- 
treating you to tell me what benefit 
you, found from the death of Mrs. 
Jackſon, of which you ſeem to ſpeak 
with a kind of ſatisfaction, that inclines 
me to believe it had a deſireable effect 
on the fair Sophia; who, when 1 laſt 
{aw her, had taken the ſureſt means in 
her power of equalling your natural 
bloom, which, I make no doubt, was 
25 N one 
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one of the objects of her envy. e 
Wa n and bebeve me, - 


Lous moſt afetionare 
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4 kind in ſaving me the trouble of 
urging any diſuaſives from that ſelf- 
facrifice of which you declare you have 
relinquiſhed all thoughts; but to ſpeak 
the truth, I believe I ſhould not have 
made 
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made uſe of many, for I am not jnclin- 
ed to ſuſpe& you of embracing -a plan 
of mortification: the only child of 
fond parents is ſeldom well-formed for 
encountering difficulties, and ſurmount- 
ing vexations; and we muſt allow 
that there are ſome virtues, which 
though one would be glad to have with- 
in call, yet one wiſhes they may never 
be called for. Patience is one of them; 
the is an excellent phyſician to a diſ- 
eaſed mind, but would any one deſire 
to be ſick for the fake of having a doc- 
tor, though it were the infallible Eſcu- 
lapius himſelf? The ſuffering virtues 
are moſt honourable, but moſt of us 
would wiſh to do by them as ſome 
great commoners have done by the pa- 
tent of a peerage, who kept it ſafe, 
ſnug, and unknown, till the lower houſe 
grew ſo uneaſy a ſituation, as made 
them glad to take refuge in the upper. 
Patrician -virtues are apt to be painful, 
DION 2p 
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and we ſeldom 'voluntarily ſeek to ac- 
quire them. But I ſhall perhaps too 
much exerciſe. your patience if I ſpin 
ſentiment at this rate, inſtead: of an- 
ſwering the queſtion with which you 
ended your Letter; it is time therefore 
I nud call my pen to order. B 


The advantage we found from Mrs. 
Jackſon's death, beſides being delivered 
from a diſagreeable companion, and an 
inſolent cenſurer, was a gradual amend- 
ment in Miſs Sophia's temper. 


Indulged in every inclination, ſhe 
found little cauſe to be out of humour, 
except from a circumſtance which ſhe 
could only charge on nature, though | 
ſhe ſometimes made us all feel the ef- 
fects of the vexation ſhe received from 
it. Being extremely little of her age, 
ſhe appeared a mere child; and when 
berween T7. and ſixteen, people 

Vould 
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would compliment pretty Miſs in terms 
ſuited to an infant; whereas ſhe thought 
it time to be admired and addreſſed as 
2 marriageable; woman, Her reading 
had been confined to novels, which 


were as ſuitable to Mrs, Jackſon's taſte 


as to the youthful imagination of her 
young charge; for that good gentle- 
woman. was at the day of her death an 
antiquated coquette, and had all her 
life been indulging her fancy with a ſe- 
ries of love adventures, not one of which 
had ſhe ever a chance of ſeeing realized 
in kerſelf, nature and fortune having 
been equally niggardly towards her. But 
either inſenſible of this misfortune, or 
deſirous to make others ſo, ſhe had 
continually. recited ſuch a liſt of con- 
queſts, made by her irreſiſtable .charms 
almoſt from her cradle, that poor So- 
phia was ineonſolable to find, that at 


ie” be 
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be expiring in adoration at her feet, 
on the contrary offered to take her 
on their knees, and give her ſugar- 


plumbs. The offence ſhe took at this 
treatment could not be called unjuſt, 
for any girl of her age would have 
been ſeverely mortified ; but the man- 
ner in which ſhe rejected their carreſſes 
was ridiculous enough; for hier indig- 
nant glances were mixed with all the 
apiſh tricks of coquettry, and the 
pride of a girl conſcious of riches and 
beauty, for ſhe really was pretty, 
though more from | exceſs of delicacy 
than any perfection of features. Her 
mortification was encreaſed by my be- 
ing remarkably tall, ſe that while ſhe 
at fifteen looked like a child, I at 
thirteen bore much -of the appearance 
of a woman; a circumftance to which 
J attribute ſome of that manyaiſe honte 
ſo often reproached me, for conſcious 
that I had the of a woman, 

| "wy" = 


* 


7 ͤ ˙ TT 


FILIAL DUTY. 25 


with the underſtanding of a child, I 
ſcarcely dared to.utter a ſentence leaſt 
I ſhould be charged with imbecility, 


On the contrary, I have ſince conſi- 
dered Sophia's diminutive ſize as a great 
bleſſing; for, with her diſpoſition, it is 
highly probable, that if ſhe had at that 
early age borne the leaſt appearance of 
woman-hood, ſhe would now be in the 
liſt of thoſe unhappy people, who may 
date a wretched life from one haſty 
journey to Scotland. 


However, at ſixteen ſhe declared ſhe 
would no longer be dreſſed like a child; 
and accordingly aſſumed all the garb 
of a woman. My mother had laid by, 
as a preſent for her, all the late Lady 
Mary Leonard's jewels; though my 
father had given them to my mamma 
on her tharriage ; but ſhe thought they 
would, in a few ygars » give her daugh- 
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ter-in-law far more pleaſure than ſhe 
herſelf could receive from them. My 
father, naturally generous, was even 
laviſh to Sophia, juſtly conſidering her 
as peculiarly dear to him, by being 
the only pledge of affection left him 
by an amiable wife. No bounds were 
ſet to her expences, ſhe therefore, not 
unnaturally, her age conſidered, made 
herſelf finer than any thing but a prin- 
ceſs in a fairy tale; and that no orna- 
ment might be omitted, enlivened the 
natural delicacy of her complexion by 
that borrowed red in her cheeks which 
you hint at. A proceeding very diſ- 
agreeable to my father, who uſed every 
argument to prevail with her to con- 
tent herſelf with a paleneſs, which, from 
the fineneſs of her Kin, was not with- 
out it's charms ; but ſhe got her rela- 

tions to plead in her defence, who told 
him that it was ridiculous his daughter 


* appear like a SBoſt, in oppoſition 
1 both 
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both to faſhion and common ſenſe, 


when ſuch admirable means were uſed: 
to give a bloom that tranſcended the 
vulgar red of a natural complexion; 
and my father, though unconvinced, 
found it neceſſary to comply. 


Thus ſet off, Sophia became the pret- 
tieſt fairy imaginable ; but whenever 
ſhe appeared in public, one would cry 
out Mademoiſelle Catherina to the life! 
another, a doll juſt ſent over from Pa. 
ris to an Engliſh millener ready drefſ- 
ed, as a ſample of the reigning faſhion! 
A true Catherina ſhe was, it muſt be 


confeſſed ; my father was not the laſt 


at ſeeing the reſemblance, though it 
was far from diverting him as it did 
others; but, as uſual, he acquieſced. 
She was flattered by the obſervation. 
the attrafted, never perceiving that 
few could preſerve any tolerable gra- 
vity of countenance while they looked 

C 2 TI 
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at her; many gentlemen were unge- 
nerous enough to addreſs her with the 
moſt 'extravagant adulation, only to 
make the little puppet play over all 
it's airs, (to borrow the terms they uſed 


to their intimates) but ſhe received it 


as the reſult of ſincere admiration; and 
the pleaſure it gave her, very fortu- 
nately, induced her to frequent all 
places oſ diverſion with an aſſiduity ſo 
pernicious to her health, her frame be- 
ing too delicate for the fatigue ſhe un- 


derwent, that it threw her into a fever, 


which turned to an intermittent, and 
baffled all the efforts of art for ſome 


months. 


As change of air was judged neceſ- 


ſary, our return into the country was 


a little haſtened. It proved effectual, 
and ſne not only recovered, but grew 


prodigiouſly; and to this lucky ſick- 


neſs, perhaps, is owing her preſent 
heighth; 


— 
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heighth; nor am 1 fare the effect is yet 


over; but ſhould ſhe grow no more it 
is of little conſequence, as one ſome- 
times ſees women who are not taller. 


N we had not been thtee months in 


the country before my uncle James, 


my mamma's youngeſt brother, return- 
ed with the regiment he was in from 
Gibraltar, where they had been ſtation- 
ed four years; an event which gave my 
mother great joy, as ſne was exceſſive- 


Iy fond of him. He came to us, and 


it was ſoon apparent ſhe. was not the 
only perſon to whom the viſit gave 
pleaſure. He is, you know, very hand- 
ſome, was then only five and twenty 
years old; but the charm which ren- 
dered him irreſiſtible to Sophia, was 
his red coat and cockade, not to men- 


tion the advantage to which a fine 


young man appears to a coquet girl in 
the country, where he has no rivals in 
9395 her 
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her attention. She ſoon diſcovered that 
in him were united all the merits ſhe 
had found diſtributed among the vart- 
ous herdes of all the novels and roman- 
ces ſhe had ever read. When any re- 
turns of the langours of her not quite 
recovered ſickne& mclined her to the 
gravity of the ſublime, he was Oron- 
dates, Artamenes, &c. &c. or all con- 
gregated in one. In her more lively 
hours, a reſemblance to the natural 
charms of a novel hero contented her. 
Thus, whatever diſpoſition ſhe was in, 
ſtill he retamed her favour; and her 
inclination for him reflected fo much 
kindneſs on his relations, that ſhe grew 
very fond of my mother and myſelf, 
Had the young man been more a no- 
vice, her behaviour was too intelligible 
to leave him ignorant of her paſſion; 
and either captivated by her perſon, 
flattered by het love, or charmed with 


that FO attraction thirty thouſand 
pounds, 
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pounds, which my father cannot pre- 
vent her from receiving when ſhe comes 
of age; in ſhort, actuated by one or 
other of theſe motives, or perhaps all 
together, my uncle ſcemed to. . 
conceived x recigroeal haf: 


>. 


As he was a very unſuitable OM 
for a girl of ſo large a fortune, my 
mother ſaw the attachment with. great 
uneaſineſs ; and obſerved them ſo nar- 
rowly, that ſhe heard ber propoſe a ſta- 
len marriage. As ſoop as the lovers 
ſeparated, ſhe took her brother into 
her cloſet, reproached him for taking 
ſo diſhonourable an advantage of my 
father's friendſhip; repreſented how 
much he would exaſperate Miſs So- 
Phia's family. againſt a faſter who. had 
_ always tenderly. loved him, if he put 

in execution the deſign ſhe had over» 
heard; which would probably end in 
making the remainder of her life un- 

| C4 happy, 


mn - THE TEST OF 

happy, as her Huſband might be pre- 
vailed upon to believe ſhe had conniv- 
ed at the affair; for which their neat 
TOR Aol her well known affection 
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Sch" a Geri could not be made 
without reluctante; however, my un- 
cle complied” with the beſt grace he 
was able, and while bis ſervant pack- 
ed up his things, he wrote a letter to 
de given to Miſs Sophia after his de- 
parture, and fer off without raking 
leave of any of 'the family. My mo- 
ther then laid open the whole affair to 
my father, who was much pleaſed with 
her conduct; and ſuffciently offended 
with his daughter to feel little com- 
paſſion for her diſtreſs, which ſhe car- 
ried to all the romantic exceſs ima- 

| ginable ; 
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ginable, no princeſs in tragedy ever 
acting a higher ſcene of deſpair. But 
at length, growing tired of affliftion, . 
ſhe became very diſcontented at the 
unuſual delay of our going to London, 
which-my father had, on various pre- 
tonces, put off from time to time, but 
in reality, out of care for her health, 
having experienced that her conſtitu- 
tion was not ſtrong enough to endure 
the fatigues of gay life; and yet he had 
cot. ſufficient authority to reſtrain her: 
from them. However, at laſt we went: 
to town, greatly to Miſs Sophia's ſatis- 
faction; for, as her, perſon was now 
grown much more womanly, ſhÞ.. be- 

came an object of real attention; and, 
in the pleaſures of coquettry, 151 
all remembrance of my uncle ; bur, 

as our ſtay in London was ſhort that 
year, ſhe. forſook. the town without: 
commencing any new engagement, . 
IA left a vacuity in her heart, that 
& ſhe- 
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ſhe was in great haſte to fill up this 
winter. But I am interrupted by a 
meſſage from my mamma, requiring 
me to come down into the dining- 
room: a ſeaſonable relief, for I am 
really ſo tired, that I could not with 
pleaſute write any thing more than the 
fincereſt aſſurances of my being even 
my dear Charlotte's 

es 19 Maoſt affectionate 
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Bb "X21 00s ARLINGTON to Miſs: 
EmMiL1A LEONARD, 


My dear Eura, 
O. one who fees: your letters, 
would imagine them written 
Som London; even. 1, who am ſo 

„ well 
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vell acquainted with your manner of 
life there, can ſcareely believe but you: 
are ſtill more confined than ever ;- for- 
knowing the number: of. maſters. that. 
attend you, and the attention you give 
to their ĩnſtructions, I cannot imagine 
how you ſhould find: leiſure to write 
ſo much, if diverſions have any ſhare 
of your time. Though I. frequently 
wiſh my parents had not forſworn Lon- 
don, yet I am better pleaſed where I 
am, than to be there on the terms you 
are. Were I in the midſt of amuſe- 
ments, I ſhould wiſh. to partake of. 
them, but living at ſo great a diſtance 
from public entertainments, they ſel 
dom enter: my thoughts, and I am con · 
rented with ſuch pleaſures as the coun- 
try. and paternal indulgence afford me;. 
and what they want in: vivacity, is 
well ſupplied by. the natural gaiety of. 
my diſpolition. My heart can bound 
at a ball, though it is only in a coun--- 
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try town, and ſuch as probably 1 
ſhould deſpiſe, had 1 frequented Al- 
mac's or Madam CERES. 7 


Why ſnould not a beauty de as 
ambitious as a hero: conqueſt is alike 
the aim of both. Their means, though 
different, are equally well ſuited to their 
ſex; actuated therefore by the like 
pride, I. prefer living in this manſion, 
the greateſt heirefs, and conſequently; 
as nature has afforded me a perſon that 
will not give a flat Tye to the venal af- 
ſertions of mercenary man, the greateſt 
beauty in the county, to being an'inha- 
bitant of the metropolis,” which I. could 
no ſooner enter, than T ſhould dwindle 
into a good pretty country girl, among 
a thouſand young women by nature 
handfomer, and above double the num- 
ber rendered fo by art. My fortune, 
which here heightens my charms beyond 
Naple's dew, or any other coſmetic, 

would 
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would in London' be eſteemed a mere 
tolerable pittance, the reverſion of 'fif- 
teen hundred a year, would there 
appear a trifle. Tr is. certamly better 
to be the goddeſs of Worceſterſhire, 
than a mere toaſt ir London. Where» 
ever I go, my preſence ſeems to make 
a feſtival. If I am abſent from a ball; 
above half the young men are in doleful 
dumps. How different this from being 
aſked, Were you at Almac's laſt night? 
did not ſee you there. Inſupportable 
inſignificance ! Yet to that. muſt ſub· 
mit were we to remove to town. Cæſar 
preferred being the firſt man in a coun- 
try village to being the ſecond in Rome; 
well then may I think it better to be 
the firſt woman in a. large-county, than 
the hundredth, or pgs thouſandth_ . 
in London. | 

I am now making the propereſt re- 
turn I can to your goodneſs, in giving 
me 
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me ſo much of your time, where it 
might be more pleaſurably ſpent, by 

writing to you, when I am ordered to 
dreſs for the proper reception of a new 
lover. Such were the commands given. 
me by my father about. an hour ago; 
and he, I ſuppoſe, thinks me now at 
my looking-glaſs. You will, I hope, al- 
low I make you ſome compliment, in: 
preferring this imperfect kind of Gon-- 
verſation with. you, to curling, friz. 
zing, patching, powdering, and all the 
other laborious buſineſs of the toilette. 
But as I do not love to aſſume a merit 
to which I have no title, I will frankly, 
confeſs. to you,, that. I do not deſign ta- 
uſe any of thoſe feminine arts. That 


I may not appear to negle&. my fas 
ther's commands, I will put on a richer. 
brocade, and finer lace, than if we did: 
not expect company; but, as to any. 
additional ornaments, I muſt. beg to. 
be excuſed. When 1 have no deſire to. 

CageIvates, 
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captivate, why ſhould I ſtudy to adorn 
myſelf ? Were a partner for a ball in 
queſtion, I would ſet off my perſon to- 
the beſt advantage, my buſineſs would 
de only to pleaſe for the evening; but 
when the term is for life, I would wiſh 
to be ſeen as I may always appear. In 
Þ intimate a connexion, too numerous. 
are the mental faults which muſt be 
diſcovered, for thoſe are not perceiv- 
able in a tranſient acquaintance. B 
would not therefore increaſe my huſ- 
band's diſappointment, by ornament-- 
ing my. perſon before marriage, more 
than J could. always do. afterwards.. 
If the elegant ſimplicity of extreme: 
neatneſs, Which may ever be preſerved;, 
will not ſufficiently. adorn me, he may; 
carry his addreſſes to thoſe who con- 
found. nature, by all the tawdry trap- 
Pings with which they can 580 their 
perſons.. © in 


You: 
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I ou vill perceive by what I have ſaĩd 
chat the affair is ſomewhat ſerious, -I 
cannot but. confeſs it is much fo to mo; 
and to ſatisfy any curioſity you may 
feel, 1 will explain it. Sis Edward 
Edmondbury's eldeſt fon. returned a 
few days ago from his travels, being 
recalled rather ſooner than was intend- 
ed, from an apprehenſion his father 
had conceived, that I might be en- 
gaged to ſome. other were his, ſon's ap- 
plication longer delayed. You will 
perhaps think the baronet pays me a 
complument, by this eameſt deſire to 
have me for a daughterein- law. Not 
in the leaſt, my dear couſin, his attach- 
ment is not to me, but to my future 
fortune; which, though by no meags 
ſuperior to what his ſon has a right to 
expect, for Sir; Edward's. eſtate is be- 
tween three and four thouſand a year, 
is particularly acceptable to him, as it 
lies contiguous to his own, Mr. Ed- 
mondbury 
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mondbury I have never ſeen; for he 
went abroad before his father inherited 
this Worceſterfhire eſtate; but I find 
our fathers have had the alliance ſome 
time in their view, and to this, in part 
I am indebted för the liberty I have hi- 
 therto enjoyed, of refuſing all the pro- 
poſals of marriage that have WE * 
made me. | | 


I ovn I am at Sau under a good 
deal of uneaſineſs; the ſuſpicion that 
J might owe all the addreſſes I have 
received ſolely to my fortune, has de- 
terred me from accepting any; and 
now Lam ordered to prepare myſelf for 
one ho has evidently no other object. 
What in other caſes was only ſuſpicion, 
much dependence on the long experi- 
enced indulgence of my dear parents, 
$0 fear they will force me into a. mar- 
nage to which they find me averſe; 
11 | but 


* 
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but it would de extremely painful to 
me to. diſappoint: their wiſhes. The 
young man. may be ſuch as I cannot 
reaſonably, objet to; he may not create 
dillke ; but to marry one towards 
Whom I feel a total indifference, ap- 
Pears to me very dreadful; having no 
prejudice in his favour mp heart whiſ⸗ 


| pers to me, 4 an 


* Ah! qui nor the free innocence of 
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1 PAR di not — coquertey 
2 my Uſpoſirion,' but 1 have vanity 
enough to love flattery, and too much 
Vivacity not to take pleaſure in a train 
of admirers. To relinquiſn all this at 
nineteen, with ſome advantages of 
perſon and fortune, for a domeſtic life, 


with mere indifference on both ſides, 
13 


| 
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is Tutely a melancholy exchange: the 
ſober proſpe& would feem to me but 
dull at thirty; it is yet by much too 
Don. Our reaſon I think ſhould be 
hood-winked before we can enter into 
matrimony with courage. It is im- 
poſſible, without one is influenced by 
the delirium of paſſion, to give up 
one's happineſs into the power of ano» 
ther, with any tolerable compoſure of 
mind; if I do perform it I ſhall be 
convinced I have reſolution enough to 
have ſuffered martyrdom. My trial in- 
deed, will not be by fire and faggot, 
for in all probability it will be very 
cold, cold as Greenland ſnows ; but to 
be frozen, I fancy, is as painful as to be 
burnt: EL GFP 


in fiber faint] heed wang 
am on the occaſion I aſſure you, for 


1 ann 
| whom 
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whom: my heart is indifferent? My 
ſituation in life, with my parents in- 
dulgence, yields me that calm content 
vvhich I believe approaches the neareſt 
happineſs of any thing this world af- 
fords. My fortune is ſo ample that in 
marriage, however great my huſband's 
"eſtate, I can never have ſo much at my 
command; I have now no care but to 
oblige my parents, who deſire little 
mote than to ſee me pleaſed; my ac- 
: quaintance endeavour to amuſe me; 1 
have the good fortune to have my con- 
duct generally approved. The lilly of 
the field is not more exempt from trou- 
ble and from toil. In a huſband, taken 
in this mereantile way, I may meet 
vith a rigid cenſurer; when 1 am ſeri- 
ous, he may think me tireſome; when 
Jam gay, impertinent: no longer will 
innocence be a ſufficient regulator of 
my conduct; I muſt watch his eyes 
( when company reſtrains his tongue, 
e for 
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for when alone huſbands are very plain 
ſpeaking animals) for the rule of my 
actions; and yet, if they are not very 
intelligible, may ignorantly commit a 
thouſand offences, for which my peace 
may be the ſacrifice. I. muſt ſmile 
when he ſmiles; but alas! muſt not 
frown when he frowns; . muſt ſuffer. 
neglect, perhaps indignities, with pa- 
tience, or increaſe them by reſentment; 
in ſhort, be the ſervant to his conveni- 
ence, and the ſlave of his caprices. 
One would imagine the ſingle ſtate a 
moſt horrible evil, that ſo much care 
from the Nee .contiquing in it 
for life, I cannot ſce it in that light. 
Some of the happieſt, as well as moſt 
uſeful perſons that I know are old 
maids; and ſuch I much wiſh. to be, 
if my heart always keeps 2s indifferent 
to the other ſex as it has yet .been. 
To caſt a ridicule on that ſtate has 
| been 
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been a great piece of male policy; but 
I hope I ſhall never be the dupe of ſo 
poor an artifice, 


But this threatened viſitation, as I 
think: I may not improperly call it, 
makes me a degree lower than ſerious, 
even dull; therefore I will take pity 
on you, and not add to a letter altea> 
dy too long. In my next I will tell 
you what fort of a fwaiti my good pa- 
rents have found out for me; and 
whether there is any probability that 
our perſons will be brought to as near 
à connexion as our eſtates; in my pre- 
ſent humour 1 had rather give up the 
latter than the former; for though 
good arable land is an excellent thing, 


pet I confeſs I bear a much tenderer 


regard to 


Jan. 27) Your ever affectionate, 
1769. 
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os EurTT IA L rox ARD, to Miſs 
CranrorrtE ARLINGTON. N 
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JELEVE me not infenſible to 
the difagreeableneſs of my dear 
Charlotte's ſituation. _ The notion of 
being taken in part of the ſtock on 
your father's eſtate; muſt be inſupport- 
able to 4 gitt accuſtomed, almoſt from 
her infancy, to flattery and admiration. 
The addreſſes of 4 lover, if He may be 
ealted fuch, who duns for his ſuc- 
ceſs to paternal authority, will ſound 
ftrdrigely bold and preſuming to you, 
who have always kept you adorers in 
ſach a ſtate of humiliation, that they 
have ſearcely dared to Tpeak their paſ- 
lion even in ſighs. But conſider, the 
character of goddeſs cannot be kept 
up for life, you muſt geſcend, for 
ſooner 
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ſooner or later your parents will expect 
you to dwindle into a wife; and why 
may not Mr. Edmondbury be as wor- 
thy the ſacrifice of your liberty as 
any other man? That his father 
has given his hand, is no reaſon that 
you may not obtain his heart. The old 
gentlemen, | I confeſs, have not taken 
their meaſures wiſely. The. . certainty 
of poſſeſſion. will ſome mea, damp, A 
pre-conceived flame, and is too, likely 
to prevent, the kindling one. between 
you and your. ſuitor, Mr. Arlington 
might have left the young man t to tell 
his own errand at his Syn 899d time, 
and h have ſuffered you to imagine the 
| propoſal 1 was dictated, by his beart ;,00t 
that it grew out of his land, like the 

bramble or the oak, as Well now 
F appear to you the more agreeable fi- 
mule ; ; for ; perhaps his, viſit t may have 


made fome 2988 in your ſentiments, 
4 LY 8 
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which were not too fauorable towards 
hen Pere ahb 200 pan. 
# F by LAG! $2.22 

What you V of bin angle * 
appears to me very juſt but when- 
ever I hint any thing of that kind my 
mamma ſaberly anſwers, Such no- 
« tions are ſelfiſh, marriage is a duty.“ 
How that may be I know not; I am 
too young to have any immediate oc- 
eaſion to determine the point; but it 
may not be improper for you to diſcuſs 
it with eee of 


Ton eee Goch 
ſon you draw from the length of my 
letters; it is, I fear, too evident that 
they are written with more haſte than 
may be excuſable, though addreſſed 
to a friend, whoſe. partiallity will not 
not ſulfed her to act che ſour part of a 


critic; therefore they take but little 
Vol. I. 185 5 time, 


: 


* 
— — — — — rn oe eee 


ry 
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zine; andl are not finiſhed at once, but 
proceed as opportunity offers; only I 
omit taking notice when I break off, 
as that would occaſion unneceſſary 
additions, and i lengthen my letters 
without affording any ſatisfaction to 
5you or myſelf. It is true, I do not 
'£0 muchabroad my father, you know, 
ãs very dameſtic, and my mother chuſes 


to leave him as little as poſſible; eſpe- 
| cially. as his health is at preſent but 


very indifferent. She does not ſuf- 
fer me to go into public except with 
herſelf; and that I believe is the only 
reaſon for her ever leaving my father ; 
for ſhe is not willing 1 ſhould be quite 
confined, and really gives me as great 
a ſhare of diverſion as 1 with to enjoy. 


She frequently makes parties at home 


to amuſe my father, which are therefore 
compoſed” of the perſons ſhe thinks 
moſt / agreeable to him. One of our 


frequent viſitors is Sir Joſeph Leonard, 


I 4 Ahe 
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the gentleman: on whom my father's 
eſtate is ſettled. My mother brought 
about a, reconciliation between them 
laſt year, and did it, as ſhe does moſt 
of her good actions, in ſuch a manner, 
that it appeared the reſult of my fa- 
ther's choice; though the taſk was ſo 
difficult, that, to perfect it, had coſt her 
a continual ſeries of perſuaſions for near 
two years. He now feels the happineſs 
of living in friendſhip with the family 
that mult inherit from him, as it has 
removed the vexation he has long ſuf. 
fered by knowing, that for want of - a 
male heir, his fortune muſt deſcend to 
people againſt whom he had conceived 
a nde averſion. 


My F —U * gained a friend, and 
Sophia a Lover, by this reconciliation; 
not perhaps a violent enamorato, being 
firſt made a lover by his farher's com- 
mands; whether her charms have con- 

D 2 firmed 
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firmed him ſuch he beſt knows. Mr. 
Lebnard returned from abroad about 
two months ago; but the provident 
Sir Joſeph had negotiated this affair 
before he came home; and the fathers 
are very happy in che project. I hope 
the young people will be equally ſo in 
the event; but I am much miſtaken if 
Sophia has not at prefent another affair 
on her hands. I am not in her confi- 
dence, poſſibly from my endeavours to 
avoid it, as it would be very diſtreſ- 
ſing to me; to betray any thing ſhe 
truſted me with, would go againſt my 
nature; and to connive at what I 
thought deſtructive to her, would 
wound my conſcience; but ſhe cannot 
forbear frequently launching out in- 
to the praiſes of a captain Ireſon; I 
know not who, or what he is; but 
ſhe aſſures me he is © poſſitively the 
&« charmingeft creature — has an infinite 
6 81 of wit, more wit than any 581 kh 
f ſo 
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a ſo lively, ſo entertaining then he 
«. has the courage of a lion, with the 
* ſoftneſs of a dove.“ — (I wiſh ſhe 
might not properly add the cunning of 
a ſerpent) is immenſely handſome —+ 
has ſuch an air — ſo genteel — fo 
e tender - ſo importunate,” In ſhort, 
were it nat for the relief ſhe finds in 
her maid's patient hearing, in whom 
ſhe.confides, the diſcouragements with 
which I damp her proceeding to a 
full diſcovery, would burſt her little 
ew J 2 i. $14, DISoWw 31 wv 
mult drive; this. 3 —— 
from. her brraſt . for 1 do nat ſuppoſe 
ihere can be room for any compariſon 
between then. MIT. Leonard is about 
ſux and twenty; his perſon ſine and 
elegant, with peculiar grace in every 
matiqn. His face is by no means 1d 
boni D 3 gularly 
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gularly handſome; but there is ſo much 
intelligence in his eyes, ſuch ſenſe and 
ſweetneſs in his countenance, that it is 
ſearcely | poſſible to attend ſufficiently 
to his features to diſcover wherein the 
faults conſiſt. In his manner, there is 
a moſt happy mixture of gentleneſs, or 
even ſoftneſs, modeſty, and ſpirit : his 
voice ſtrikingly agreeable: his conver- 
ſation extremely entertaining; for he 
ſhines equally on grave or lively ſub- 
jects. If his morals are not excellent, 
he is a moſt extraordinary hypocrite; 
but it would be unjuſt to ſuſpect him, 
as his conduct has been irreproachable. 
Sir Joſeph often ſays, that his ſon never 
did an action that could give him an 
opportunity of exerting the parent's 
right of cenſure. While abroad, he 
. avoided all Who diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by vice or levity, and aſſociated 
entirely with men of ſenſe and faſhiqn, 
y”m__ many ous his ſeniors z and 

directed 


d 
1, 
d 
d 


my lifter, ' than the old /gentleman-does 


_ thepower: of Iphigenia, for Sir Joſeph 


FILLAL DUTY. 5s 


directed his attention ſolely to ſuch 


things as deſerved the obſervation of a 
man of ſenſe. Do not you chink ſuch 
a man, muſt in time exclude all others 
from the heart of even the volatile, diſ- 


ſipated, Sophia? I flatter myſelf it will 


be ſo; for I ſhall be happy to have 
ſuch a brother; 1 have often wiſhed 
for one, and nature wonld ſcarcely 
have given me one ſo amiable. When 


he is not attending his miſtteſs in pub» 


he places, he is generally with us, and 
much enlivens our ſociety. I am a great 
favorite with Sir Joſeph; I queſtian 
whether his fon ſays more fine things to 


to me. It may reaſonably flatter my 
vanity, as I ſeem to have ſomewhary of 


has much-of the Cymon in him, only - 


that he by no means wants ſenfe,” and 


has ſome humour, but is rough and un- 
courh 3 and by ſome involuntary” ſal- 
I D 4 lies 
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| K mhev if paſſed at the corner of a card · 


b eee 
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ed; but as be is careful to repreſs 
them as ſoon. as poſſible, it is not any 
ineonvehience'-to: us, who have no 
cloſer cotmexion with him than that of 


common acquaintance. He has paſſed 


moſt of his life in the country, and ex- 


puatiates with ſo much pleaſure on a 


fox-chace, that one may fee it has been 
his favourite diverſion. He loves, how- 
ever, a game's turdt, as he expreſſes it, 
but thinks whiſt without ſwabbers not 
worth playing at. As the ſcience of 
cards has nat yet made a part of my 
education; I never play; and when 
theter is only juſt a ſet, am indulged 
in the liberty of withdrawing: to 


table. When 1 am in the company, 1 
am permitted to work, and find that 4 


. 7 _ *Fonverſation 
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converlation proves , barren. of amuſe-- 
ment; but this is not often the caſe, 
as/ Mr. Leonard generally paſſes part 
of the evening with us, and never 
plays at cards. if en ITO 
b vant 515 6 bod 


We have very | little of Miſs Sophia's 
company. She riſes ſo, long after 
our breakfaſt time that ſhe eats herd 
in ber own. room; after that is over, 
pays her compliments to my father and 
mother, is ſometimes ſo gracious as to 
ſit half an hour with them, and give 
i detail of the amuſements of the day 
before ; then goes abroad till the hour 
of dinner, when we are generally hon- 
oured with her preſence ; and as ſoon as: 
that is over, ſhe, retires 10 put herſelf 
under the hands of her friſeur, whoſe: 
fore ſhe is obliged to hurry to her even- 


ing; entertainments; from whence ſhe 
W | D 5. frequently 
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© frequently does not return home till 
two or three in the morning. My mo- 
ther grieves for her in ſecret; my father 
ſhakes his head and ſighs; but no at- 
tempts is made to reſtrain her. The 
labours of the huſbandman or the 
meaneſt artificer, are nothing in com- 
pariſon; but the name of pleafure 
ſupports her under it z and, I am 
perſuaded it is often but the name: 
Idleneſs may be charged on the preſent 
age, but certainly indolence cannot. I 
know not what opinion Bruyere would 
have entertained of modern life, who 
ſays, I vant mieux ne rien faire, - que 
faire riens; it is plain he had ſome idea 
of it, though he lived fo many years 
ago ;, but I ſuppoſe, faire des riens, was 
the practice of all ages, though not 
always with equal induſtry. It may 
ſeem that I have no right to cenſure 
it, who have written ſo many ſides 
of paper, in which every ſentence is 

ü 5 4 | 45 
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un rien; but 1 could defend myſelf 
by alledging, that, ſuch communica- 


tion between friends, keeps alive that 


affection and regard which conſtitutes 
the moſt valuable bleſſing of this life; 
and when I hope thus to obtain a 


letter from my, dear Charlotte, can it 
be doubted that my ogg) is 


W een tor her 


eg Ever alfectionate, 
. 1 5 x +4 (4/} 
5 1 2 1 e * 


P. 8. 11 to hear che event off 


your new loyer's vie. 
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happy no doubt. Nature might not 
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M6, Cuno Laimoron, to 
"Mi Ease Lare, 


Ip ee couſin . 
Mr. Leonard may become her 
brother. Fye; child, . ſo young fo 
G ſubtle.” Art. thou; not aſhamed of 
being ſuch a little hypocrite ?. Eighteen: 
is not ſuch an infant ſtate, but you 
muſt. be able to give ſome little gueſs 
at your ſentiments or are you indeed 
ſo innocent as to fancy that Mr. Leo- 
nard's fine eyes incline you to wiſh 
him the huſband of. Sophia? An amia- 
ble qualification in a- brother to be 
ſure; — then his ſweet - ſmiles, the 
ſenſibilities in his countenance; his 
fine perſon, - his graceful” air, — oh! 
they muſt make a: ſiſter prodigiouſly 


21 


have 
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very probable indeed; your brother 
might have ſquinted;: he might have 


| haps dandy- legged; 1 think it moſt 


Tikely'/ nature has been ſo -extrava- 
gahfly laviſh to you, that it could-not 
be expected ſhe ſhould beſtow ay 
more of her rich gifts on your family; 
but a ſac mis fortune this would have 
deen to a ſiſter; truly! he might have 
had a wugh voice too, or ſqueaked like 
a puppet! oh, poor unfortunate ſiſter ! 
a fad hapleſs fate your's, if your brother. 
had been an ugly fellow. Oh!” thou 
ſty, or thou filly girl! which mall I call 
you? If you would deceive ms .you 
muſt be leſs warm and leſs circumſtan- 
tial in your praiſes, however eaſy you. 
may find ſelf. deception. Thee, from 
yon too, who I never heard obſerve 
that a man had eyes, features, ſhape 
or air, Tell me honeſtly, when you 

94 2 chink 


think of his marrying, Miſs Sophia, 

does not a ſoft ſigh ſteal from your bo- 
ſom? If it does, let it whiſper caution 
to you, and warn you againſt thinking 
too much on thoſe charming B3rotherly 
qualifications; indulge not your eri 
affection in contemplating his excellen- 
oies, leſt they ſhould, as you ſuppoſe 
they muſt, attract that flimſy. toy, So- 
phia's heart, from her mighty captain; 
though I think there is but little 
chance, as one of his merits is being 
importunate. He comes too far who 
comes to be denied :” and if he im- 
portunes ſhe is a loſt woman; ay, and 


that in all countries, You remember 
Daphne in Taſſo's Aminta, F 


« Che non puote 
177 Servendo, meritando, ſupplicando, 
< Fare un fedele & importuno Amante?” 


* Fedele 


* „— — — 
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Fedele he might perhaps have been 
ſafely enough, but importuno — that 
was irreſiſtible. No, the fair hand 
of the fair Sophia will fall to the cap- 
tain's ſhare; who will receive it with 
all the ardour the thirty thouſand 
pounds deſerve which muſt accompany 
it, and, perhaps, without ſuch. accom-. 


paniment, he would rather preſs the 


IEICE Went mu I boin 


- But if my prediation: mould u not oh 
fulfilled, ſuppoſe you give her your 
Cymon? I ſhould think Sir Joſeph 
would make a very pretty brother; but 
perhaps he may not ſuit your idea of 


fraternal merits;z otherwiſe, you know, 


Mr. Leonard might.—But why ſhould 
I put ſuch thoughts into your /erly 
brain; yet I cannot but fancy Miſs 
Sophia's love to tyrannize, would make 
her like to have you for her daughter; 
with 8 an air of importance would 

| ſhe 


Sn 
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the draw vp her little head when exer- 
ciſing-.. macernal authority l her thirty 
thouſand pounds would more than 
diſcharge all the Knight's play debts, 
though be ite i: a "me 
n ater 5 1 
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e e * Emily, pray like my 


match, 1 never made one more to my 
mind 1 aſſure you; no, nor my father 


neither, though he thinks he has made 


ode for me; thus inſenſibly, however 
cootrary- the! way. we ſet out; we ale 


ways come round to our own affairs, 


Here am I then at my ſwainz and now 
for. the ſatisfaction of your curioſity.— 
Jem to begin, you know, from the 
Tn ne Os 


«ut N an 1 
temper of mind premeditated love- 


fair; 1 believe 1 felt ſomewhat like a 
214 7 | poor 


making ſurely is a moſt ridiculous af- 
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poor deſerter whois brought forth to 
be ſhot at; not quite ſo frighted, how- 
ever, as it is leſs dangerous to ſtand 
a diſcharge of compliments than of 
bullets; and the abſurd figute I and 
the poot man, commanded to be my 
lover, ſhould make, was ſtrong enough 
in my imagination to mix a little mirth 
with my apprehenſions. As I opened 
the door, a colour roſe in my face 
which was atleaſt twenty degrees hight 
er than that maiden's bluſh, by-us/ruſe 
tics, ſtrangers to the hon ton, conſidered 
as ſo Becoming. Such à trepidation 
was viſible in all my motions,” that one 
would have imagined I had never had 
8 lover before, and ſuppoſed/him'forne 
ſtrange ra venous wild beaſt whoſe ap- 
prouek might prove fatal to me. 1 
ſahey 1 looked like the y ung womma 
in ZBſop's fables, eben The receives che 
amore” addreſſes” of the Horry" fot it 
is phe kind of formal premidi- 
(ll. L 6 tated 
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tated courtſhip, was ſo new to me, that 
it both diſconcerted and terriſied me. 


My mother, who ſaw my confuſion, 
and pitied me, took my hand, and 
would have placed me on the ſopha by 
her, but Sir Edward prevented my 
immediately ſitting down by introdu- 
eing his ſon, with a hint of his buſi- 
neſs, which he thought very arch; 
though, leſt we ſhould be inſenſible of 
his wit, he Ggnified it by a laugh; and 
thus putting the finiſhing ſtroke to my 
confuſion, a ſeat was really become 
abſolutely neceſſary. But ſtill I knew 
not what to do with my eyes: if I 
looked at my father, he gave me a 
ſignificant ſmile; if at Sir Edward, I 
received a nod of importance, imply - 
ing that he had done me a notable fa- 
vour in bringing me ſo fine a lover 
my mother's countenance ſhewed ſhe 
e ſo tenderly with my un- 

eaſineſs, 
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caſt a glance towards him. All were 
ſilent, and I perceived their eyes were 
on me. In this dilemma I found no 
reſource but in fixing mine on one 
point, as ſteadily, and with a perſon 
as prim, as if I were ſitting for my 

picture. Sir Edward was entirely ab- 
ſorbed in the expectation of my being 
inſtantly charmed with his ſon; my 
father and mother were watching to 
ſee if their daughter did not make the 
fame impreſſion on him; and hew long 
the-fooliſh dumb ſcene. would; bave 
continued I know not, had we not 
been ſummoned to dinner, which was 
ordered earlier than uſual in complai- 
ſance to Sir Edward. As we ſeated 
ourſelves at table, having juſt caſt my 
eyes on Mr. Edmondbury, I had the 
ſatisfaction.· of ſeeing him, I thought, 
look ſilly enough; and felt ſome plea- 
at ſure 
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fore in/perceiving he was diſconcerted, 
Surely this way of bringing two young 
people together is very injudicious, the 
der is not likely to render them agree- 
— nn ai 21d ce 


aue: hickily, in the wight of. dia 
ner, Mr. and Mrs. Sanſon, with 
their fon and daughter, were uſhered 
into the room : they frequently come 
without ceremony, and, ſuppoſing we 
| Mould dine at our uſual hour, did not 
| expect to find us at table. This made 
a delighitful confuſion . The ſirſt courſe 
was called back; a change of; places 
was neceſſary ; excuſcs- for the huſtie 
(ide apologies for the coldneſs of the 
meat on the other, were! uttered: all at 
ogg; ahd now univerſal noiſe: fuc- 


ceeded to the general n. Tbe 
Nu | new 
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new gueſts were ignorant of the fooliſh 
ſtuation ſome of us vere in, and che 
Sdibverdition FO Map 6 7 

bart cards were called rol 65 
Edward, Mrs: Sanſon, my father and 
mother ſat down to quadrille, / the reſt 
of us to loo, in complaiſance to old 
Mr. Sanſon, who always chuſes ſome 
game that does not require fitence and 
attention; his mirth enlivened us all, 
and the evening went off very agree- 
Lö 


hw 4 


7 nie n, 1 en $231 | if T1011 $329 
I had now leifure and courage to 
obſerve my lover. of hom you will 
expect a deſcription. Why, really, the 
man — the man is ſuch that you 
might think he would make à very 
agrecable Broiber. But, to be more par- 
ticular. In perſon he ſcarcely reaches 
the middle ſize, but is. exquiſitely gen- 
reel; and the moſt animated figure I 
Mun ä | ever 
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ever ſaw, He is rather - handſome, 


and had I been the diſintereſted choice 
of his heart he might, perhaps, have 


alſo been mine; but what would then 


have recommended him has now the 
contrary effect, for he ſeems of all men 
the moſt unfit for a dull, mercantile 
marriage. If his wife has not his heart 
Jam perſuaded ſome other woman 
will; he can never ſit ſoberly down in 
a ſtate of ſtupid indifference till death 
do us part. For ſuch an union the man 
ought to be as heavy as the acres that 
occaſion it, and then we might change 
the matrimonial ſervice for the burial, 
and with a little variation ſay; earth 
to earth, &c. That 1 may like the 
man is another objection. Indifference, 
in ſuch a ſtate, is bad enough; but a 
Highted and tender wife is the moſt 
wretched of all beings. I muſt get 
rid of this man, but how I know not. 


He is Juſt what] feared; it is impoſ- 


ſible 
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ſible to make any objections to him 
that my parents will think reaſonable. 
They will not allow, that a marriage 
made on ſuch motives, can never be 
eligible to a young woman who has 
either ' delicacy or vanity. Nothing 
appears to me ſo imprudent as what 
is called a prudent match. If people 
play the fool for love, their madneſs at 
leaſt gives them for a few months that 
joy that none but madmen know; 
indeed they are often miſerable after- 
wards; but their folly has had agreea- 
ble conſequences for a time. If mo- 
ney be the motive, they have the thing 
they aimed at; it may not anſwer their 
expectations, yet ſome comfort they 
will find in it; but why two perſons | 
who are indifferent to each other, there- 
fore cannot be the happier; who have 
both good fortunes, and therefore will 
not be the wealthier for the union, 
mould — themſelves in that nooſe, 
I can 
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I can ſee no good |; reaſon, except celi- 
bacy were made a capital erime, of 
which there is little danger at preſent, 
as this 4s e eee , 


1 hide you. nth ſay, «Ah! but 
been to your parents.“ — Be 
pleaſed to conſider I am not fo good as 
you are; nay, what is more, I never 
will be; my friendſhip for you forbids 
it, The phoenix would not be fo high- 
ly eſteemed as the nightingale but that 
it is a rara avis; would you have me 
make ſuch virtues as your's common ? 
that would ey Naſa ike 

enemy not like r hamis vd 


o 7 }- 
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LETTER vl. * 


Miſs EMiL1A LrownanD, to Miſs 
CrnanLort: ARLINGTON. 


NDEED, my dear Calle pot 
letter made me ſo angry, that I at 
firſt determined I would not anſwer it 
this month; but there is a flippancy 
in woman's anger, ill ſuited to long ſi- 
lence; we are more apt to be petulant 
than ſullen; this you will find the caſe 
from the capricious fine lady at her 
toilette, to the eloquent inhabitant of 
Billingſgate ; a ſmall provocation ren- 
ders them both loquacious. Thus it 
is with me; and indeed, angry or plea- 
ſed, I muſt ſpeak, ſo far the effi cts 
are alike even of contrary motives ; 

for never having yet felt any fort of 
paſſion in it's extreme, dumb ſorrow, 
ind ſpeechleſs joy, both ſaid to be fo 
S E. eloquent, 


— — 
— — 
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eloquent, are unknown to me. What, 
in the name of common ſenſe, could 
tempt you to fancy me ſo abſurd, as 
to harbour any ſenſations that bear the 


leaſt reſemblance to love, for one who 
is to be my brother? Were I a flighty 


romantic Miſs, who wanted to find out 
an object for the tender paſſion ſhe 
thinks ſo requiſite towards making a fi- 
gure in life, to whom 1 hope I have 
no ſimilitude, ſurely of all people in 
the world, J would not have ſelected 
bim who is to marry my ſiſter! There 
is not ſo very great a dearth of young, 
of agreeable men, that I ſhould be 
reduced to ſuch a choice; nor are they 
ſo hard hearted, but that a girl of my 


age, who, from being ſeldom ſeen, has 


always the charm of novelty, muſt have 
a ſufficient variety in her train to allow 
of a tolerable election. 


k NI 


ag 
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But now for the foundation of your 
ſuſpicions —T have told you Mr. Leo- 
nard is handſome, has a good perſon, 
fine eyes, &c.—So then you imagine 
I ſhould not diſtinguiſh whether he 
were a man or a monſter, whether he 
were well made or crooked, had good 
eyes or ſquinted, except I were in love 
with him? Upon my word you make 
2 great compliment to my diſcernment, 
in If any one were to aſk me for a de- 
ſcription of your perſon, and I were 
eto fay, that I could not tell whether 
& i you were ſtraight or hump-backed, 
be whether your complexion were fair or 
ey tawny, your hair brown or red, or 
ny | whether you had two eyes or one, 
would you think me ſufficiently excuſ- 
ed if I pleaded, that as you could not 
be to me the object of a love- paſſion, 
I had never obſerved your perſon? I 
fancy a toſs of your head, and that 
But pretty air of contempt, you ſo well 

E 2 know 
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know, how to aſſume on proper occa- 


ſions, would ſhew you not quite pleaſ- 
ed with my 9 


a 
f 
0 
1 am 3 obliged to you c 
for that bandy-legged, ſquinting bro- e 
ther you have ſo kindly ſuppoſed for Ne 
me. Tou do not even promiſe me he No 
ſhould be a good honeſt monſter; yet It 
I acknowledge that, in that relation, 1 I al 
ſhould be better pleaſed to have him 
An agreeable object. However, it is 
not on account of Mr. Leonard's beau- 
ty, that I think with pleaſure of being 
nearly allied to him; external advan- 
tages certainly give us an early preju- iſ a 
dice in a perſon's favor; even a grave I fre 
politician tells us that, a good perſon WC 
ce is the beſt letter of recommendation;” ¶ he 
but I mentioned Mr. Leonard's, 1 i; 
believe, from a ſuppoſition, that you N ex- 
nulght have ſome. curioſity about this ¶ po 


mtended huſband. for Sophia; or be- eq. 
cauſe 
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cauſe, when any one is fo remarkable 
in that reſpect, it is impoſſible, when 
ſpeaking of him, to paſs it by unnoti- 
ced: but it is the amiable gentleneſs 
of his manners, his very elegant and 
extenſive underſtanding, the continuał 


entertainment and improvement which 
one muſt receive from his converſation, 
that make me wiſh ſo much for his 
alliance; and theſe, I hope you Wilk 
allow, are very deſirable qualifications 
in a brother; I think you cannot eas 


ily turn into ridicule my opinion that 


they are ſo. What advantages may I 
not expect from the friendſhip of ſuch. 
a man l I have already learnt more 
from his converſation, than my books 
would have taught me in a year. If 
he attempts to explain any thing, there 
s ſuch clearneſs and preciſion in his- 
expreſſions, that the moſt abſtruſe 
points become plain and eaſy. He is 
ON well acquainted with the man- 

E 3 ners, 


23 THE, TEST OF 


ners, the policy, the 'preſent ſtate of 
every nation, as with it's moſt ancient 
hiſtory. The Belles-lettres have been 
mixed with his deeper ſtudies, and he 
ſeems maſter of both. As we are fre- 
quently, for ſeveral hours at a time, 
the only perſons in the room not en- 
gaged at cards, I enjoy long conver- 
ſations with him, which turn on every 
ſubje& for be is not one of thoſe 
coxcombs who inſolently fancy that 
our ſex can be entertained with nothing 
but nonſenſe, or at beſt with only:tri- 

fles; though he ſeems fo delighted to 
find I have common ſenſe, that 1-ſuſ- 
pect he has not a very high opinion of 
our underſtandings ; and frequently 
expreſſes ſo much ſurprize and plea- 
ſure, as nothing I can ſay could give 
room for, had he conſidered us as ra- 
tional Beings. 1 feel great ſatis faction 
in ſeeing him ſo well diſpoſed towards 


me; his manner, his countenance feems 
ſo 
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ſo affectionately friendly, that I really 
believe he will be as glad to become 
my brother, as I ſhall to be his ſiſter. 
Yet ſurely there is vanity in this ſup- 
poſition, for what amuſement can I 
give to ſuch a man! But I will believe 


it; if it is ſelf · deception it is agreable; 


and his ſentiments are all ſo generous, 
and ſo: humane, that I am ſure he will 
not, if he can avoid it, undeceive me, 
if he thinks the error eontributes to 
my happineſs. What an acquiſition is 
ſuch a friend, united to one by the 
neareſt ties of kindred ! It will be a 
great conſolation to my heart, in thoſe 
long abſences from you to which I ahr 
condemned; though it cannot remove 
the affficting EN _ dae 


1 


I hope I have ved dd fühl 5 
cions you had conceived, from the 
praiſes I gave Mr. Leonard's perſon; 
and, indeed, if you thought his beau- 

* E 4 „ 
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ty the cauſe of my wiſhing to be his 
ſiſter, it muſt appear ridiculous enough 
to you. You aſk, if, when I think 
of his marrying Miſs Sophia, - a. ſo:t 
figh does not ariſe in my boſom? — 
What then ? are there not ſighs of plea- 
ſure, as well as tears of joy? I do not 
ſee, how you can draw any inference 
from that, to prove me guilty of the 
amazing, the inexcuſeable folly you 
obliquely charge me with. But I am 
ſure you will pronounce me clear, when 
I tell you I have not the leaſt inclina- 
tion to coquet with him; I ſhould as 
ſoon think of coquetting with is fa- 
ther or my own. Tou, who are ſome- 
times a little inclined to play a few 
monkey - tricks with your lovers, or 


rather to indulge yourſelf in much 


ſuch, cruel ſport as a cat enjoys with 
a poor mouſe, will allow this an in- 
fallible proof of indifference. 
20 elk Ji 4 ET 
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IJ I muſt now come to you and your 
affairs, without making an excuſe for 
having unpolitely taken the precedence. 
I. very ſincerely. rejoice that Mr. Ed- 
mondbury. is ſo agreeable; parents do- 
not always ſuit their | daughter's taſte 
ſo well; and had he been unaimable, 
it might have occaſioned. you great 
vexation. You ſee I pay little regard 
to your declarations of. not marrying. 
him; . I. conſider them only as the tran- 
ſient ſuggeſtions of conſcious dignity, 
that will not “ unſought be won.” 
And. though you. forbid me to urge 
obedience, I know you are too duti- 

ful to. oppoſe the. will of your parents, 
without better reaſons than you can: 
alledge in this caſe. I wiſh indeed they. 
had followed a.more judicious method. 

Your delicacy will be frequently. ſug-- 
geſting doubts af Mr..Edmondbury's. 
affection ; (I wiſh. his name were not 
Þ long) but ſurely you, who have had 
E 5 9 9 
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for lovers all the ſingle men in Wor- 


6eſterſhire, muſt be able to form ſome 
_ judgment of his ſentiments, and to 
diſtinguiſh between an addreſs made 
from the heart, and the cold dictates 
of obedience to his father. Whatever 
Was his firſt motive, it appears to me 
impoſſible but you muſt gain his af- 
ue 


I can eaſily believe that the firſt in- 
terview muſt begin with diſguſt on 
your fide. You would ill bear the 
notion of the inſolent expectations of 
« an aſſured lover, confident of ſuc- 
&« ceſs,” who, with all the good breed- 
ing and gentleneſs imaginable, have 
always, by mere dignity, rendered your 
lovers ſuch obſequious ſlaves, that not 
one of them has ever dared to ſtutter 
out above half a declaration. T have 
ſeen the moſt aflured, lowered by you 
into the timidity of a virgin; your 

{miles 
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ſmiles inſpire a reſpect, that the frowns 
of other women could not exact. But 
I ſhould not have expected you to be 
ſo very much diſconcerted at the viſit 
you deſcribe. I could not have be- 
haved worſe, with all my nauvaiſe honte 
about me. I ſuſpect pride had as great 
a ſhare in your diſcompoſure as baſh» 
fulneſs. A lover, who was not to ex- 
pect his fate ſolely from your frowng 
or ſmiles, wounded the conſciouſneſs 
of your worth ; but your good ſenſe 
will get the better of this prejudice; 
Adieu ! my dear Charlotte; having 
vented my anger, I am now in good 
humour again, and, as truly as ever, 


Your moſt 
Ty Affectionate and faithful, 
Euiiia LEONARD. 
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Bir: | 
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k \ Miſs Ex1114 oA. 


- My dear Euinr, 
AM: forry my laſt letter offended 

you; but 1 hope my forrow will 
not make you expect that I ſhould of- 
fend no more. The lives of too ma- 
ny of us are made up: of ſinning and 
repenting, in ſuch regular and quick 
fucceſſion, that it would be difficult 
to ſay which has the greater portion 
of our time. This is. a kind of tran- 
ſition I am not generally fond of prac- 
tiſing, but I cannot forbear it in this 
caſe; for I confeſs you have not com 
vinced me that I miſtook your ſenti- 
ments; and yet I am very deſirous of 
that conviction ,, for your happineſs is 
as dear to me as my own. 


You 
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You have already learnt: more 
* from Mr. Leonard!s converſation, 
than your books could have taught 
you. in a year.” — Ah! Pamour 
maitre makes quick ſcholars. Though 
I made ſome obſervations on your very 
elaborate deſcription of his perſon, yet 
believe me, I never. ſuſpected that 
mere external beauty would captivate 
your. heart. You are far ſuperior. ta 
a. paſſion ſo. founded. Beauty in a man 
is like Coriathian pillars in the fagade 
of a houſe, they do not ſupport the 
ſtructure, but are pretty ornaments in 
the front. The building were as in- 
trinſically valuable if the plain and 
ſimple Doric had been in their places, 
and the owner, not having ſeen the 


other, would not wiſh an alteration ; 
but had the Corinthian pillars beea 
there, he would have beheld their ele- 
gance with pleaſure ; and have con- 


 fGidered the houſe as more valuable on 
their 
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their account. I queſtion. whether a 
common plainneſs of -perſon muck lef- 
ſens a man's chance of gaining a wo- 

man's heart, for where we love we 
always fancy beauty; even peculiar 
uglineſs has then it's charms, as we 
are beſt pleaſed with what moſt diſtin- 
guiſhes the favourite object from others. 
You know I have no learning in this 
point except what I have gathered from 


obſervation ; but I have ſeen ſome of 


my female acquaintance, gaze with de- 
light on a face as plain, perhaps, in 
all eyes but theirs, as any nature has 


formed; yet I fancy that where the- 


affections are fixed on one that is really 
handſome, his beauty becomes idoli- 
zed, though not originally the cauſe 
of her idolatry. Thus I conſidered 
your elaborate praiſe of your couſin's 

perſon as the conſequence, not his beau- 


ty as the cauſe, of your love. Can 


you therefore imagine that what you 
ſaid 


i — nn —. w_w. 
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fad, in your laſt letter in favour” of 
merits To: much more eſſential, his 
underſtanding, his principles, would 
make me believe you look on him with 
indifference? | 


All my ſuſpicions, my ſweet friend, 
do not fall on you; Mr. Leonard has 
his ſhare of them; for I ſuſpect, that 
however you may ſtill believe you wiſh 
him your brother, he has by this time 
diſcovered, that to ſee you his ſiſter, 
would be no addition-to his happineſs. 
« His manner, his countenance ſo af- 
« fe&ionately friendly,” ſo corroborate 
my opinion that no young man, whoſe 
affections are not pre-engaged, can be 
intimately acquainted with you, and 
preſerve his heart free, that I fear the 
poor youth has no longer one to be- 
ſtow on Miſs Sophia. Your perſon 
alone would be found irreſiſtible by 
moſt men; it was formed to ſtrike 

| even 
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even at. firſt ſight 5 but it's charms 
cannot be properly diſcerned, till, by. 
acquaintance, it ceaſes to dazzle ; then. 
the happy union of ſenſe and ſweet- 
neſs, humility and dignity, the ten. 
dereſt ſenſibility,. and pureſt modeſty, 
fo. plainly. diſtinguiſh your excellence 
from. all other, . the faireſt forms, as 
can not. eaſily ſuffer you to be ſeen with 


impunity, What chance then. has a. 


poor man for preſerving his liberty, 
who alſo. enjoys ſuch, frequent oppor- 
tunities of. converſing with you, on a 
footing that diſpels the timidity and. 
conſtraint with which your. baſhfulneſs 
is too apt to clog your converſation ? 
Your knowledge, your judgment, the 
purity, the juſtneſs, and piety of your 


ſentiments all ſo much above what 
could be expected at your age; and, 


indeed, ſo ſeldom. found together at 
any age, cannot fail of making a deep 
impreſſion on one capable of diſcern- 


ing 
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ing them, and whoſe heart is formed 
to feel their true value. Then you 
mention no lover: like intercourſe be- 
tween him and Miſs Sophia; how 
does their affair proceed ? Does he 
purſue her with ardour ? By your let- 
ters, I ſhould imagine ſhe, of all your 
family, has the teaſt of his company. 
If, according to my ſuppoſition, he 
prefers her ſiſter; may not the alli. 
ance between your families be formed 
in a manner much more conducive to 
his happineſs? Sophia would have no 
occaſion to break her heart; a for- 
ſaken damſel, who has thirty thou- 
ſand pounds to her fortune, need not 
long wear the willow. Were ſhe even 
to attempt a lover's leap into Roſa- 
mond's pond,” ſhe muſt have many 
young men in her train who would run”. 
the ſmall hazard of fetching her out, 
and med conſole the deſpairing- 

pymph,, 
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nymph, after they had ee her on 
* ground. 


4 am not a little diverted that pique, 
at the charge I have brought againſt 
you, has done more than vanity could 
yet do. So then you are not without 
lovers I find; though you have hi- 
therto been ſo ſilent, on a ſubject which 
is generally the firſt we girls write to 
eachother upon? What an unnatural 
reſerve is youre! Do you believe me 
ſo envious that I ſhould diſſike to hear 
of your conqueſts? Suck communica- 
tions, the men ſay, conſtitute the very 
ſoul of female friendſhips; in com- 
plaiſanee to their opinion then, impart 
& little. Do, my dear girl, let your 
vanity ſpeak, I was going to ſay, be 
vain ; but that cannot be a neceſſary 
requeſt, for, as I have often told you, 
vanity there muſt be in every female 
heart, ay, and in every male one too; 

however, 


„ 
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however, you may. contrive to conceal 
your's in ſome little ſnug corner, where 
cruelly impriſoned, you never ſuffer 
it to. peep. abroad.  Barbarous-! Are 
you not aſhamed to tyrannize thus over 
what tyrannizes over too many of us ? 


But it is time I ſhould thank you 
for your good opinion of me. You 
are very ſure. then I am ſo obedient — 
Lam very; much obliged to you and 
the more ſo the leſs. I deſerve the com- 
pliment. You think, I ſuppoſe, to 
coax me into this prodigious: obedi- 
ence? — What will you ſay if I. tell 
you, that I ſhould make a bad return 
to the tenderneſs. my parents have al- 


ways ſhewn me, ſhould I marry a2 


man, that would not. make me happy ? 
Their ſole view is my happineſs; and 
were that not to be the conſequence, 
they would be cruelly diſappointed. 


Can you believe that if they ſaw our 


hearts 
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hearts were not united they would find 
much conſolation in the union of our 
eſtates > My objectiom to this marriage, 
you ſee, my inſinuating monitor, ari 
as much from my tender regard for 
them, as from care of myſell. 


Lou imagine —1 may diſcover Mr, 
Edmondbury's fentiments,” — by the 
by; ſhall I perſuade him to get an act 
of parliament to cut off à ſyllable or 
tus of his name, to ſave you trouble: 
: If you deſire it, I will make his redu- 
cing it to the little conciſe ſyllable of 
Ed; one of che conditions of my marry” 
mg him. Hut as to this ſame diſcovery. 
=] have not ſufficient opinion of my 
diſcernment to believe I can make it. 
I cannot deny but the man ſeems pleaſ- 
ed with me; but is that” any great 
compliment ? He is brought to viſit 
a young woman, who, his father tells 
1 is to be his wife; for, ſays he; 

: 4 Son, 
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< Son,, ſhe- will inherit a good eſtare, 
« and one ſo intermixed with mine, 
that nothing can be more deſireable 
than to unite them.“ Then, as they 


drive along, he points out the parti- 
culars, that three cornered field there, 
« is Mr. Arlington's — yonder copſe, 
lying in the middle of my grounds, 
„ (ſhewing him a wood of crooked 
t ſticks and ſhabby ſhrubs) is alſo Mr. 
% Arliogton's — that chalł · pit, which 
« you ſee runs under my land is ſtill 
< his, ſo is this ſtubble, and that fallow 
field — there — where all thoſe thiſ- 
t tles are . And thus they pro- 
ceed to our houſe; by which time the 
knight ſums up all in this concluſion, 
s ſo proper an alliance could not be 
found nen in all en * 55 
| ice 1208 

The. poor young man enters che f 
bouſe, filled with terrors, no doubt, at 
the thoughts of a wife choſen on ſuch ö 


1 moti ves; 
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motives; expects to ſee me as crooked 
as one of the aforeſaid ſticks, as brown 
as the ſtubble; as inſipid as the chalk; 
with a mind lying fallow, wherein no- 
thing but noxious weeds can be found. 
enter the room; — he caſts his 
eyes on my back to examine my defor- 
mity,—no hump there, —on the con- 
ttary, a good ſort of a ſhape, tall and 
trait; vith ſurprize he obſerves I do 
not limp, nay even move with a tole- 
rable grace; he then ventures to 
take a peep at my face, and ſees two 
eyes. — black — well paired— not un- 
expreſſive — and which happily move 
in the ſame direction. Thus encou- 
raged, he ventures to proceed in his 
examination; — complexion, features, 
every thing juſt contrary to his expec- 
tation; for I form his from my own, 
having ſuppoſed him much ſuch an 
animal as I repreſent him to expect me, 
not truſting to the deſcription his fa- 
ther 
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ther gave of him. May he nat rea- 
ſonably be pleaſed to find I am no 
monſter? Truly the man is fortunate 
enough to have ſuch a girl as I am 
thrown in with the thiſtles, as mere 
appurtenances to the eſtate; which has 
been repreſented to him as the only 
object. But I will ſo far credit mx 
vanity, as to ſuppoſe he may think 
me handſome, — ſo he may his grand» 
mother's picture, you know, — is he 
therefore in love with it? He came 
with his father to be introduced as my 
futur had I been a chimpanzee; I have 
reaſon therefore to believe he did not 
much care whether I was ſuch or not. 
Is a man ſo void of delicacy fuited to 
that conſcious dignity you aſcribe to 
me? U like the term, I never had ſo 
agreeable an appellation given to my 
pride before, and I will retain it. I 
muſt be ſtrangely humbled before I 


2 
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can conſent to ſacrifice myſelf to a man 
ſo brutally m 5 

One thing I muſt * in favour of 
Mr Edmondbury, though he is here 
almoſt every day, he has not yet ven- 
tured to pretend a paſſion for me; a 
proof of ſome modeſty; founded, per- 
haps, on a conſciouſneſs that a heart 
ſo indifferent, does not deſerve a young 
woman, to whom he mult ſee nature 
has. not denied the power of inſpiring 
love; (is this vanity my little ſage ? 
I think not) and though we are fre- 
quently left tete-a-tere, - a moſt diſtreſ- 
ſing circumſtance at. firſt, and which 
made us look, as Miſs Sophia, and a 
thouſand other miſſes would ſay, im- 


menſely fooliſh, yet our converſation 


takes in every ſubje& but love: and, 
on his part, is extremely entertaining; 
indeed he is in every reſpe& ſo un- 
commonly agreeable, that as I ſhould 

be 


FILLAL DUTY. 97 


be glad to yield a chearful compliance 
with the inclination of my parents 
(you will allow that-is dutifully ex- 
preſſed) I could almoſt wiſh he had 
leſs indifference in his compoſition, and 
was not too ready to accept whatever 
his father chinks proper to give him 
for a wife; were he the captive of thefe 
bright eyes, inſtead of being ſubdued, 
par les beaux yeux de ma Caſſette (ac- 
cording to Harpagon in Moliere's 
Avare) he might have no bad chance, 
from being my ſlave, to become in time 

my lord and maſter; but, ſo well as I 
am acquainted with the indelicacy of 
his ſentiments, he will never perſuade 
me to reſign the pleaſure of ſubſcribing 
myſelf, my dear Emilia's moſt affecti- 


onate, 


Feb. 1 2z 


1769. 


CHARLOTTE AzLINoTON. 


vor. I. F LETTER 
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. E T T. K R 1x. 
L | 
n LEONARD to Miſs ARLINGTON. 


O W can you, my Charlotte, 
oppreſs me with ſuch unmerit- 
ted praiſe? Is it the part of a friend to 
deal out flattery ſo laviſhly ? had it in- 
deed been deſigned only to bring my 
mind into that proper ſtate of placi- 
dity, as might incline me to receive as 
I ought ſome cenſures that were to fol- 
low, by way of a little gilding to the 
bitter pill of advice, it might have 
been juſtifiable; for cenſure never 
proves ſalutary, if not mixed with 
praiſe; we muſt keep people in tole- 
rable humour with themſelves, if we 
would find them ſweetly tempered to- 
wards us; and except they are fo, our 
advice will meet with a bad reception. 


But you adminiſtered the gilding only, 
and 


A &*© — x . oe EE 
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and omitted the pill; this was not act- 
ing like a good phyſician, and yet ſuch 
ſhould every one be to the ſoul of her 
friend, Flattery is never fo dangerous 
as when given by thoſe we highly eſ- 
teem and love. I can hear an old lady 
expatiate to my mamma, on the 'ſeve- 
ral beauties of pretty miſs, 'or receive 
in at each ear the moſt extatic, or hy- 
perbolical praiſes of my unparalelled 
charms, from powdered and embroide- 
red beaux, without the leaſt danger to 


my humility; but when my Charlotte 


condeſcends to flatter, that ſame virtue 
is in iminent jeopardy. Do not, how. 
ever, imagine, that I mean to do the 
honours of my perſon, as ſome ladies 
do of their table, who, when they 
have exhauſted their ſkill, their fancy, 
and their purſe, in making the moſt 


elegant. entertainment they could con- 
trive, weary their gueſts with manifold 
excuſes for entertaining them ſo poor- 
| F 2 iy. 
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ly. To ſay, I do not think myſelf hand- 
ſome, would be abominable hypocriſy. 
It was ene of the firſt things I heard, 
and my ears have ever ſince my in- 
faney been imbibing the ſound; from 
the time my eyes learnt to diſtinguiſh 
beauty, my glaſs aſſured me of the 
ruth, of what was fo often told me. 
But where is the great cauſe for vani- 
ty ? There are thouſands as handſome, 
and how ſhort a time ſhall I be fo! 
Were I the only pretty woman in the 
World, or were 1 ſecured againſt the 
decays of time, or the ravages of ſick- 
nels, 1 might be vain of my ſuperi- 
ority ; but, as the caſe, now ſtands, I 
Mould be ſorry to value myſelf on an 
advantage of ſuch ſhort exiſtence ; 1 
Hould pay dearly for the preſent plea- 
fing ſenſations of my pride, by the hu- 
Miliation I muſt ſuffer, through far the 
greateſt part of my life, in being de- 
* the foundation for my ſelf. 
conſequences 


: P 
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conſequence. I viſh for a juſt conſci- 
ouſneſs of ſuck merits, as will con- 
tinue with me through life; if you 
will not think me too grave, I will add 
ſuch as will laſt throughout eternity; 
theſe are, indeed, truly valuable. 


T might have been dazzkd with the 
idea of my own beauty, and have been 
rendered conſpicuouſly deſpicable: by 
it, had not my mother armed me a- 
gainſt it's dangers. She did not at- 
tempt to perſuade me I was not hand- 
ſome, convinced, that thoſe who told 
me the contrary, were on the moſt ſur- 
ceſsful ſide of the queſtion'z but ap- 
plied her care to make me underſtand 
the real value of beauty; ſhe allowed 
it a ſplendid and pleaſing diſtinction, 
for a few years; © but dangerous, as 
„ expoſing the poſſeſſor to temptations 
from one ſex, and to the envy of the 
other, during its ſhort continuance; 

| FS. | and 
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and from that ſhortneſs, of no more 
value than, the ſun- ſhine of a day. 
« If accompanied with good ſenſe and 
« prudence, ſhe acknowledged it a 
_ 4 bleſſing; and what even, after it was 
« faded, gave a diſtinction to a charac- 
« ter, when an irreproachable conduct 
had ſhewn, that the poſſeſſor's mind 

vas too ſteady in prudence and vir- 
tue, ever to be ſeduced by it into 

- * levity: or folly. She alſo repreſented, 

that my perfon ought not to be the 

% Object of my attention, that nature 
had left no room for art to mend it, 
* and therefore all my thoughts and 
care ſhould be directed towards my 
mind, which was capable of conſtant 
* improvement; and that the more 
4 conſpicuous I was rendered by beauty 
the more aſſiduouſly ſhould. I endea- 
 « vour to qualify my ſolf to ſtand the 
nice teſt of envious: criticiſm ſince 
the fewer faults there were in my 
perſon, 
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« perſon, the more - pains would be 
* taken to diſcover ſome in my mind; 
te adding, that beauty was a caſual ad- 
vantage, from which I could not 
* juſtly derive any honour, as I had no 
« ſhare in producing it, But, in mental 
« qualifications and accompliſhments, 
« T ſhould ſhare the honour with natute, 
e as improvement of the mind is tho 
« act of c our will.““ 


Inſtead of again accuſing me of hy- 


pocriſy, you will perhaps think me too 


vain, in thus very frankly acknowledg-- 
ing my opinion of my beauty; but, 


believe me, I am not vain, but glad 
of it. I conſider it as 4 temporary ad- 


dition to my happineſs ; I find a real 
pleaſure in being handſome; and hope 
it mill not be the occaſion of any pain | 


| to me, that may be more laſting: I 


rejoice in the poſſeſſion, but ſhall rea- 


dily reſign it when no longer in my 


F 4 | and- 
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power; and thus once for all, you hare 
my opinion in full, on a topic almoſt 
too trifling for my trifling pen. 


You cannot ſuppoſe, that I ſuſpect 
a poſſibility of your envying me any of 
my lovers; on the contrary, I have 
: more reaſon to fear you are ſo ſurfeited 
with the ſubject, having been peſtered 
for theſe four years with all ſorts, from 
the rough, boiſterous, boaſting ſol- 
dier, and noiſy fox- hunter, to the ſigh» 
ing, languiſhing ſwain, of gentleſt man- 
ners, and the powdered beau, ſoft, even 
beyond gentleneſs ;, : chat puny inſect, 
ſhivering, at a breeze ; ſo ſurfeited, I 
ſay, that you are more likely to nau- 
ſeate the ſubject than envy my ſmall 
., proviſion. But I believe the true rea- 
- ſon of my filence was, that as I am ac- 
| cuſtomed to write to you only what 
my heart dictates, theſe ſame lovers. 


bad little chance to find place in my: 
letters, 


r a a mw » 
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letters, as they certainly have found 
none in my heart. I uſe the plural 
number, becauſe it ſounds better, for 
one ſingle, ſolitary lover, if not a fas 
vored one, is but a ſcanty portion for 
a girl of eighteen, in this well · peopled 
metropolis; but, if I muſt ſpeak with 
ſtrict veracity on this ſubject, which F* 
think is little more requiſite than to 
ſwear to the truth-of-a ſong, I believe 1 
ought to adhere to the ſingular number. 
I have indeed a few danglers, but 1 
conſider them in no higher light than 
as meer garniſh to a real lover, — le- 
mon and water- creſſes, nothing more. 
Of this trifling ſort is Lord Robert 
—— who, the inſtant I enter. into a 
public place, advances towards: me with . 
all the velocity the little delicate crea- | 
ture is capable of, and his notes, ſofter - 
than his Eolian harp, whiſpers ſuch dy. 
ing ſtrains in my ear, he ſighs ſo-ſweet- 
Wy, and wears ſo tender à languiſh- 
FS. ment 
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ment in every feature; as certainly muſt 
ſteal into my vitgin heart, were it not 
at the ſame time ſo: violently affaulted 
by the forcible attacks.' of Sir Wil- 
ham — , that: I dare not leave the 
leaſt part acceſſible, leſt, while my 
little gentle lord! is creeping! in, the 
baronet ſhould;, with one: huge ſtride; 
ſtep over him, and ſtorm the- place; 
for, having ſerved ina few. campaigns 
during the late war, he ſeems more 
inclined to a coup de main than a ſlow 
blockade. Never were the two ears 
belonging to one head ſo. differently 
aſſailed as mine; one of the aforeſaid 
ſwains vowing and purteſting, in lady: 
ke terms, his: tender paſſion. into one; 
while the other ſwears the violence of 
his love, in ſo ruffian-like a manner, 
into the other, as terrifies both my 
poor little lord and myſelf and I 
conſider it as no ſmall proof of his 
affection, that he dare continue near 

* 


, 
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an animal ſo immenſely boiſterous ; no- 
ching but the encouragement he re- 
ceives from my ſmiles could enable 
him to continue ſo dangerous a rival- 


' ſkip; but rheſe he is ſure of, for, be- 


ing as inoffenſive as my ear- ring, 1 
endure his ſoft nonſenſe patiently, while 
I endeavour by every means to diſguſt 
the baronet.” They are ſweet ſwalnd 
both; but certainly a beau is much 
better than a blood. Theſe were two 
of my firſt danglers; and, having 
taken poſt at each elbow," now, 
F ſuppoſe, plead the right of pre- 
ſcription, while one more newly ac 
quired . ſeems inclined to diſpute tiie 
the place, . which I believe he better 
deſerves; His name is 3" Hy : * 
is a ſenſible, well · behaved n . 
and expreſſes ſome impatienee at the 
aſſiduities and folly of his rivals. He- 
is: too wiſe to eontend with Sir Wil- 
Kain, but he now and then Jockeys 
4 P ec 
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Lord Robert, who fry fidgets, and frets, 


and. ſkips about ſo nimbly, whenever 
there appears any chance of regaining 
his place, that, J believe, in meer pity, 
J mult pin him. to my petticoat; for, 
delicate as he is, if not thus ſecu- 
red. a tolerably large blue - bottle fly 
might joe him out of his poſt. ; and 
it would be ungenerous not to. ſup- 
| $5 the weak creature. 


Though. laſt, not leaſt in love, Is. 
Lord Mulſoe, fon to the Earl of Wil- 
ton; 1 believe he is moſt i in favour, 
as. being leaſt troubleſome. perhaps, 
ſecing my ears ſo fully engaged, he 
Unagines his. moſt ſucceſsful method is. 

to: plant his battery againſt my eyes. 
He | is called very handſome ;. his com- 
plexion | is equal to a Circaflan lady's; 
but whether the white or the red are 
his own he belt can tell, us : his fea- 
res are regular and delicate: his per- 
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fon, tall and genteel ; his garb, lace, 
velvet, and embroidery ; for, having. 


crept in. favour with himſelf, he will 
maintain it at ſome little coſt. T ſup» 
| pole the puppet can ſpeak; but E 
ſhould be ſorry to ſwear it, the po- 
ficion being rather granted by my 


courteſy than proved to demonſtration... 
His eyes only have hitherto fpoken to: 


me; and they indeed are the moſt ins 


ceflant babbling, praters I ever met 
with, but grievouſly addicted to tau- 


tology, for it is always on one ſubject. 

He ſeems to have been horn to ogle :: 
| fome men profeſs the law, others phyſic, 

others arms, Lord Mulſoe profeſſes. 


ogling. I have at preſent the honour of 
being his principal object. He always 
places himſelf in. a proper point of view, 
and then begins the attack. His eyes are 
really fine, and have been educated with. 


amazing art. Sometimes they aſſume 


an air of delight, | at others all the ex- 
preſſion: 
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preſſion of deſpair ; ſomerimes they 
petition with moſt pity-moving graces, . 
at others ſpeak conſcious worth; ſome-- 
times they languiſh with exceſs of den- 
derneſs, av others are animated with an 
ardour which is ſomewhat offenſive. 
He is ſo indefatigable in gazing at me 
that, were it not for his variety of 
ſtudied-: glances; 1 might be apt to 
believe him really in love with me, 
and, . looking on him in the pleaſing 
light of a modeſt lover, receive his ti- 
midity as a proof of his real. affection; 
but there appears more of art than 
nature in his conduct. Perhaps he is 
humble enough to think his eyes more 
perſuaſive than his tongue, and that 
ſo new a. method of courtſhip muſt be 
ſucceſsful. If I paſs near him he pours 
forth ſighs, that more reſemble the 
rude breath of Boreas, than the ſoft 
breezes of the gentle Zephirus. When 
. g away be ſtands at 155 hide of my 
a chair, 
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chair, and. while. ſome other hands 
me into it, he obſequiouſly: bows in 
ſilence. He has found out my abode; , 
and walks: through: the- ſtreet;.as- I 
am told, twenty times in a- day, ogling 
the houſe, for me he:has little chance 
to ſee; as P nevereſit in, or look out 
at a windows: Such are my danglers 3 
but I. boaſted of a: real lover, and 
ſurely ſuch may I call the man wha. 
offers ſerious and ſober matrimony . 
Hudibcas fays, 


4 He. wha Ng or, beats out bis 
„ brains, 


The Devil's in him if he feigns.“ 


as e indiſputable, face lictle lefs dange 
rous a proof, does he give of his fin 
eerity who propoſes marriage. 


This courageous or this. deſperate 
man, is Mr, ———, fon to Governor 
——. The latter being an old ac: 

quaintance: 
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quaintance of my father's, they have 


long been frequent viſiters at our 
houſe; and the young man had all 
this winter paid me thoſe affiduous at- 
. tentions which I rather conſidered as. 
due to a pretty woman from every fa- 


mionable man, than as teſtimonials of 
a deſparate paſſion ;.but abdut a mont 


ago my mother informed me, that he 
had aſked for permiſſion to apply to 


me for my hand; acquainting them 


that his father, pleaſed with the con- 


nexion, and much prejudiced in my 


favor, was well contented to overlook 
the inequality of my fortune, and to 
make ſettlements only in proportion to 
his own. | 


Generous enough, both of them, it 


muſt be allowed. Mr. has no- 
ching very objectionable in him, nor 
has he any thing deſerving much praiſe. 
His perſon is neither handſome nor 

* ugly 


* 
— 
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ugly, his underſtanding is good, but 
not very pleaſing; it ſeems more form- 
ed for uſe than for entertainment, 
which, though of the moſt valuable 
kind, is too, deſtitute of attractions 
to.make any impreſſions in his favour. 
I could find no inclination to unite 


myſelf for life to him; his wife, I 


fancy, may live very quietly, but 
not pleaſureably in his company ; 
he may not moleſt her peace, but, I 
think, can never conſtitute her happi- 
neſs. He would poſſibly plead that he 
loves me; with Marriane I anſwer, 
d'autres que lui m'aimeront, et, peut 
etre, m'aimeront mieux; what could. 
he expect then from chat plea? 


His only x real merit with me was his 
generoſity ; but this virtue was ſtill 
more conſpicuous, in his father, who 
therefore had a title to precedence in 
wy affeQtions. That graticude obliges 

us 
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us to. a. return of love, is male. doc- 
trine; and thoſe who maintain it do 


not conſider how dangerous it is, ex- 

cept they. are ſure none. but. themſelves 
will ever love us. I always ſhall 

eſteem myſelf very much obliged, both 

to the governor and his ſon, for their 

partiallity to me, but I could not think 

of commencing à life of care at eigh- 

teen; too early an age tov. know the 

extent of the duties of a wife, {till leſs 

how properly to fulfill them. I there- 

fore frankly told my mamma, that 

Mr. — was ſo entirely indifferent. 

to me, that I could not even offer 
any material objection againſt him, 
“but that I thought myſelf too young 

« to marry; and if ſhe and my father 

« were kind enough to leave me to 

« my choice, I would.intreat that his 

offer might. be declined in the hand- 

„ ſomeſt manner they could contrive; 
, tor,. though I. would certainly obey 

«-whatever. 
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* whatever. they commanded, yet I. 
« confeſſed I ſhould be extremely forry 
* to marry him ;” and. a tear or two 
that ſtole involuntarily down my cheek, 
bore teſtimony to the truth. of what I 
ſaid; d ; | 


This beſt of mothers, ever indul- 
gent, preſſed me in her arms, and told 
me, © ſhe- was of my opinion; ſhe 
had ſeldom- ſeen ſuch early mar- 
« riages fail of producing bad conſe» 
* quences, and therefore had not wiſh- 


ed me to accept this propoſal; and 

that my father; though tempted by 
the greatneſs. of the teims, had pro- 
miſedꝭ not to. interfere i=. willing to 


recompence her by a more than 
common power over ber daughter, 


for the vexation ſne had received 
from bis. But they both thought . it 


vould be unjuſt, not to acquaint me 
with an. offer ſo advantageous. in 
| | point 
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point of circumſtances, and leave 
* me to make my own choice; 21 
perhaps I might never have an equal 
«* eſtabliſhment at BY command.“ 


I. is impoſſible to ſay how a 
was charmed with the indulgence of 
my parents; for F feared the too 
common influence of wealth; and 
though, had it been required of me, 
I ſhould have ſubmitted with patience, 
and the beſt grace I could, yet I felt 
a ſtrange averſeneſs to ſitting, down in 
à ſlate of joyleſs inſipidity for life; — 
hoO would not, that is ſo happy as 1 
- now am? But, to! ſfiorten my ſtory, 
my mother promiſed to; give the re- 
fuſalz and, if poſſible, to ſave me from 
"the pain of ſpeaking diſagreeable 
trucks; but it could not be; Mr. 
— niſsſted on receiving his an- 
ſwer from my own lips, and 1 had a 
3 ſcene to ſupport ; howõ - 
ever, 
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ever, 1 had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
that though I had grieved, I had not 
oftended him: he told my father that 
the manner in which I had refuſed 
* him increaſed his eſteem, and rivet- 
« ted his chains the faſter,” A few 
days after this interview, he called on 
us to take his leave, being determined 
to go immediately abroad. This fare- 
well affected me, I promiſed ever to re- 
main his obliged friend; and he op- 
preſſed me with his good wiſhes, and 
tender adieu. But what completes my 
ſatisfaction, is, that this tranſaction has 
made no coolneſs on the ſide of the go- 
vernor, he is ſtill on the fame footing 
with my family, and J am as much 


in his favor as on 


If T was not very why to talk of fray 
lovers, yet you ſee when' I have got 
on the ſubject T am tolerably loquaci- 
ous; I am ſure you will now give me 

a receipt 


4 
. on 
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receipt in full, and never aſk me 
any more queſtions on that head, leſt 
it ſhould again expoſe you to ſo tedi - 
dus a detail; but I cannot bear you 
ſhould reproach me with @ reſerve ſo 
inconſiſtent with the tender friendſhip 
which has ſubſiſted from our earlieſt 
infancy, between me and my' deareſt 
Charlotte. 


IT will abſolutely ſay nothing more 
of Mr. Leonard, ſince I find you are 
determined to pervert every word 1 
write. on that ſubject; I am perſuad- 
ed, like the philoſophers in Laputa, 
you could extract ſun- beams out of a 
cucumber; the coldett terms appear 
to you paſſionate expreſſions ; how- 
ever, your queſtion, as far as it con- 
cerns Sophia, I will anſwer, as well 
as I can; and, that you will ſay, is but 
very ill, for it will be very imperfectiy, 
as I bave little opportunity for obſer- 
vation. 
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vation. She is very ſeldom at home, 
never but juſt at dinner time; and it 
is impoſſible to know what to make of 
her behaviour. She ſometimes co- 
quets with Mr. Leonard, and plays 
off a thouſand encouraging airs; at 
others, ſhe treats him with a kind of 
inſolent conftrarnt, or pettiſh incivi- 
lity. He is certainly a very philoſo- 
phic lover; her coquettry does not 
elate him; and he rallies het inſolence 
or peeviſhneſs, till her ill humour, at 
firſt affected, becomes real; ſhe pouts, 
and my father frowns at her perverſe- 
neſs. When ſhe deigns to ſignify 
what place ſhe intends to honour that 
evening with her preſence, if it be 
any public entertainment, Mr. Leo- 
nard goes thither; but I fuſpe& does 
not enjoy much of her converſation, 
for one night, on my aſking him ſome 
queſtions, with a view 1 confeſs to 
oY mylelf in that point, for you 

know 


as 
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know one cannot help having ſome 
<uriality about a thing ſo intereſting 
to our family, he whiſpered me, 


* Miſs Sophia is too agreeably engag- 


ed to afford me much apportunity 
| ee with her..“ 


A few days ago, e = 
about half an hour before dinner time, 
he came into my room, and began la- 
menting moſt pathetically her | bard 
fate; wiſhing herſelf ſome cottage 


nymph, ſome foundling, ſame alien, 


and a thouſand other things, rather 
than be perſecuted as ſhe: was, about a 
man ſhe could not love. How perſe- 
< cuted, my dear ſiſter pou. aſked. your 
imple friend,. Does not my father 
permit you to act as you pleaſe ? he 
* recommends Mr. Leonard to you, it 
10 is true; he wiſhes you to marry him, 
« but has he ever aſſumed the authority 
* of a father? has he ever*mentigued 

. it, 


* „ * 1 


| ' EC 
w 


' FLLIAL/DU/FY. wn 


it, but in ſuck terms as one friend 

< might uſe to another? But is it not 

** immenſely cruel,” replied ſhe, © that he 

« ſhould wiſh « thing he ſees L infinite- 

« ly: deteſt?, He ſpeaks by looks; if 

* not by words. Surely, Lam the malt - 

« unfortunate of creatures! I ſee the 
| & conflict that is preparing for me; but 
| « he ſhall ſee I can die, but I cannot 
*-marry Mr. Leonard. Cryel, inhu- 
nan father! Muſt I be ſacrificed to 
þ «* a-caprice! No; barbarous parent! 
<« filial obedience does not exact ſuch a a 
« ſubmiſſion.” Thus ſhe ran on in he- 
roics for a long time; while I remain. - 
ö ed dumb with aſtoniſnment; at laſt 
; however, recovering from my ſurprize, 
| I endeavoured to calm her fears, by 
ſhewing her how ill grounded they 
were, and- that ſhe had not the leaſt 
reaſon to apprehend , this marriage, 
however wiſhed by my father, would 
be harſhly inſiſted on, But I found 
Ver. I. G ſhe 
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ſhe only' wanted to form a diſtreſs in 
her i imagination, that might bear ſome 
analogy with what ſhe had read in no- 
vels; ſhe was ſenſible an undiſtreſſed 
heroine would make a very uninte- 
reſting igtre, and was ſeeking in her 
fancy, for what ſhe had no chance to 
find in reality, When I was convinced 
of this, I ſuffered her to enjoy her ideal 
miſery ; ; and ſhe managed it ſo well, 
that ſhe attended the ſummons to din- 
ner, with 'red ſwelled eyes, bloated 
cheeks, and every ſemblance of unut- 
terable woe, to the great amazement 
of the whole company. In her lamen- 
tations ſhe uttered ſome expreſſions, 
as dear lovely youth! moſt amiable 
% of men ! dear faithful partner of my 
« woes; my kindred mind!” &c. which 
makes me ſuſpect her captain ſtill main- 
tains his place in her heart, or at leaſt, 
that ſome other has ſucceeded him, 


for ſome one ſhe fancies has it, I ſee 
plainly. 
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plainly. She is continually with the Miſs 
————, The information my mother 
ſo kindly gave us of their equivocal 
reputations, has never leſſened her in- 
timacy with them, and ſhe is very an- 
gry that ſo warned I dropped their ac- 
quaintance. My mother has ſeveral 
times urged, that nothing more endan- 
gers a woman's reputation, than being 
much ſeen with thoſe who have none, 
or are even ſuſpected to have taken too 
little care of it. By the looks of indig- 
nation with which they honour my 
mamma and myſelf, when we meer 
them in a public place; I gueſs they 
have been told her opinion of them 
but that is not of ſufficient importance 
to make her repent having done her 
duty in warning us againſt an intima- 
cy ſo unluckily begun; an error which 
could in no way be repaired, but byJ 
putting a ſpeedy end to it. 


G 2 This 
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This is a kind of reparation you 

muſt by this-time wiſh me to make for 

voluminous an epiſtle, but J will not 


gratify you till I have affured my dear 
Charlotte, that I am ever her 


Feb. 9, Moſt tenderly affectionate 


1769. 
Fuitia LEONARD. 


Miss EM IIIA LzownarD, to Miſk 
CHARLOTTE ARLINGTON. ' 


YAN you be ſo unreaſonable then, 
my lovely friend, as to expect 

that the ſhort meſſage you ſent me in 
Mrs. Arlington's letter to my mamma, 
ſhould ſtand in the place of one from 
you? and that I am to adhere to my 


uſual rule of writing, though you have 
broken 
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broken through your's? Till you 
make me very ample amends, I am 
determined to believe that the true 
cauſe of your omiſſion was my ſilence, 
in regard to. Mr. Edmundbury. Did 
my neglect then, of a man, who, my 
ſweet capricious girl, I perceive you 
like in deſpight of all your pride or de- 
licacy, offend you ſo very much? I 
will promiſe not to be guilty of the 
ſame fault again; only tell me how 
many pages I muſt dedicate to him in 
each letter, and you ſhall find I am 
punctual. in my obedience. But no 
more will I ſay on the ſubject till then, 
for you do not deſerve I ſhould in- 
dulge you while you are mortifying 
me by ſo long a ſilence. 


You plead an uninterrupted ſueceſ- 
fion of unavoidable engagements, — 
What might not I alledge? 1 am 
much miſtaken if any thing of like 

G 3 momegt 
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moment has engaged you as the im- 
portant conqueſt I have made. I have 
now indeed cauſe to boaſt of my 
charms; I fancy I ſhall feel a change 
in my ſenſations, and contrary to what 
I faid in my laſt, grow vain, for I am 
ſure the proof of their effect, to which 
J allude, will not make me glad I am 
handſome; but ſuch an atchievement 
as my beauty has performed, deſerves 
a circumſtantial relation; take it then 
with. all it's decorations, 


On my going dowr. to dinner the 
day I wrote laſt to you, I found, as 
uſual, Sir Joſeph Leonard and his ſon, 
the knight moſt prodigiouſly dreſſed in 
every ſenſe of the word; he had on a 
white brigadier wig, that did not reach 
to the tip of his ears, the two ends be- 
hind tied with a large knot of black 
ribbon, and ſo loaded with powder that 
he could nat turn his head without 
making 
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making a cloud, which involved his 
next neighbour as well as himſelf; His 
coat was wonderfully laced with gold 
orace, having been made twenty years 
ago, when he was ſheriff for the 
county, .but ſo much ſhorter than the 
preſent faſhion, that had not his coun- 
tenance diſproved it, one would have 
believed he had grown half a foot in 
height ſince that time. The enormous 
ſize of his boot ſleeve, howeyer ſhewed 
that'it had not been curtailed from any 
nigardly motives: as the honeſt knight 
is much more corpulent than he was 
then, there was no danger, that by 
buttoning his coat he ſhould hide a 
moſt reſplendent waiſtcoat, embroide- 
red in all colours, with flowers as large 
as a cabbage: But I have not patience 
to go through with his dreſs, you muſt 
imagine the reſt, which was all of the 
ſame date. I gazed with aſtoniſhment, 
at ſeeing the plain country. *{quire ſo 

G 4 metamorphoſed 
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metamorphozed ; his ſon, I perceived, 
was difconcerted, not having ſuſpected 
his father of a deſign to turn beau, till 
he found him thus equipped at our 
Houſe; while Sir Joſeph ſmirked with 

conſcious delight at his own finery. 
He inſiſted on ſitting next me; no very 
agreeable circumſtance, as he ſmelt 
like a tanner's yard, his cloaths having 
for twenty years paſt been laid between 
two ſkins of Ruſſia leather, to preſerve 
them from moths; nor was 1 much 
refreſhed when he pulled out his hand- 
kerchief, as he took occaſion to do 
frequently, having been at no ſmall 
trouble to perfume it with ſome old 
Tweet bag, I ſuppoſe, of his grandmo- 
ther's, wherein the principal ingredient 
was frankincenſe. al 


The beau knight ſeemed defirous 
to ſuit his behaviour to his cloaths ; 
he did ſo ſimper and twinckle, and was 

ſo 
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fo gallant, that I really ſuſpected him 
of being intaxicated; he aſked me what 
I ſhould think of him for a huſband ? 
declaring that I ſhould make the moſt 
charming wife in the world. In anſwer to 
his queſtion, I was very near telling him 
that ] ſhould think better of him for a 
father, hut the recollection of what you 
had ſaid of my ſentiments. for Mr. Le- 
onard, ſtopped me in the middle of the 
ſentence, and made me bluſh at the con- 
ſtruction that might have been put on 
my words. Though I was not much 
pleaſed with the ſubject of his pleaſan- 
try, as I ſuppoſed it, yet I carried it 
off as well as I could, and anſwered, 
as I imagined he (poke, in jeſt. After 
the converſation had taken that train 
for near an hour, Sir Joſeph deſired to 
ſpeak with my father in his ſtudy, 
and they retired. As ſoon as they had 
left the room, I expreſſed ſome ſur- 
prize at the Knight's dreſs and dif- 
courſe ; Mr. Leonard, with viſible un- 

Tz eaſineſs, 
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eaſineſs, declared himſelf equally una- 
ble to account for it. My mother, 
ſmiling, ſaid ſhe could explain it in a 
manner we ſhould not eaſily have ſuſ: 
pected. Sir Joſeph,“ added ſhe, 
has affumed” the character of a lover, 
and you cannot much wonder if it 
«ſits a little aukwardly on a man of 
« his age. He came two hours before 
dinner, in order to make his propo- 
& fals to your father at due leiſure, de- 
« firing his intereſt with you, Emilia, 
to accept him for your huſband:” . 


„His intereſt with me!” cried I; 


« accept Sir Joſeph as a huſband! AM 


© huſband ! Dear Madam, what an- 
«ſwer did my father give him?” I 
« hope he convinced him he is fitter to 
be my grandfather.” 


4 Your father,” replied my mother; 
„ was a good deal embaraſſed; had 
te he 
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he denied his ſuit, it might have re- 
% newed their former enmity; he 
« therefore told him that he had given 
« me a ſolemn promiſe never to force 
« your choice, but that if he could- 
„obtain your conſent, he might de- 
« pend. on his. He has too well proved 
his indulgence to you, my dear, in 
« this reſpect to leave you any cauſe 
to be alarmed; you have full power 
eto refuſe a match ſo volvicahl, to 


40 11 ' 
"NOR 7364 Hus, it « 


1 was e from making any 
reply by Mr. Leonard: He had changed 
colour at the firſt mention of his fa- 
ther's propoſal, but was now become 
ſo pale and ſick, that we were obliged 
to call for a glaſs of water for him. 
As ſoom as he was a little recovered, 
my mamma rallied bim, aſking, if 
he was afraid I ſhould prove a very 
* cruel. ſtep-mother;” but notb'ng 
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could reftore him to any tolerable de- 
gree of ſpirns. He ſoon after excuſed 
himfelf on not being well, and de- 
parted; leaving me both vexed and 
piqued ; as I can no otherwiſe account 
for his emotion, but from an extreme 
covetouſneſs of nature, which made 
him eaſily take fright at the poſſibility 
of having a large jointure charged on 
his eſtate, for, perkaps, his whole life; 
I am ſorry to chink him guilty of ſuch 
- 2 vice; and my pride is extremely hurt 
at his imagining I could make ſo hor- 
rible a ſacrifice of myſelf; but I ſup- 
poſe he judges of my diſpoſition by his 
own, and thinks it maſt be equally 
mercenary. 


He was no ſooner gone than our fa- 
thers returned: Sir Joſeph, as I ſince 
learnt, had requeſted that private inter- 
view, in order to be inſtructed in the 


proper means of W me of the 
reality 
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reality of his paſſion, which he found 
booked upon only as a jeſt, My fa- 
ther, therefore, as it had been con- 
certed between them, told me the pro- 
poſals Sir Joſeph had made him, and 
taking my mother by the hand they 
withdrew, leaving the knight to plead 
in favour of his ſerious paſſion, as he 
calls it; ſerious enough indeed, though 
fo ludicrous in many of it's circumſtan- 
ces. I told my antiquated lover very 
frankly, that I thought myſelf too 
young, and him too od to marry; but 
he inſiſts he is juſt of the right age ta 
enter into ſo important an engagement; 
and that mine is a fault that every year 
will mend, The tender foul 1 ſuppoſe 
thinks himſelf one that time ſtands 
« {till withal;“ not conſidering that 
while I grow older he will do ſo too. 
He ſays the difference in our ages is 
not ſo great ; it is not forty years, A 
trifle that, to be ſure, and a fib alſo, 
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for it is ſome years ſince he ſaw his 
ſixtieth birth-day ; but I preſume he 
thinks Jove laughs at lovers hes as welt 
as lovers perjuries. If one were to 
judge of his age by the ardor- of his 
courtſhip, one ſhould indeed believe 
him a very youth. Then he is the moſt 
perſevering lover! he will take no de- 
nial; if my heart does not yet ſpeak 
&« jn his favour, he does not doubt but 
it will do ſo in time; his tender paſ- 
cc ſion,“ he ſays, muſt warm the 
« moſt obdurate; he only begs leave 
to continue his ſuit. He is certainly fo 
well read in the hiſtory: of the Patri- 
arch's, that he has forgot: the life of 
man is ſhortened ſince: their time, as 
he thinks himſelf of an age to com- 
mence a tedious courtſhip. I am re- 
ally diſtreſſed ; for though I have li- 
berty to refuſe, yet J am forbidden to 
affront him, and nothing leſs can de- 
ver me from his daily addreſſes. I 

find 
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find my mamma and my father have 
for ſome time expected this declaras 
tion; for my part, the natural reve- 
rence I have for age, would never ſuf- 
fer me to entertain the leaſt ſuſpicion 
od his unter ber- ſuch an af 

i 11. 

1 Fagby: Mr. aan is Ae of 
the meanneſs he ſhewed on the oc- 
caſion, for he has never been here 
ſince, till yeſterday; and though I have 
given him ſufficient proof that his inju- 
rious fears were groundleſs, yet he can 
not, I believe, baniſh them, for he was 
very melancholy; nor could even Miſs 
- 'Sophia's coquetry, for ſhe was in high 
ſpirits, draw. him into any converſa- 
tion; on the contrary — but I hear an 
uncommon noiſe in the houſe, — a 
hurrying in and out of my father's 
Rudy, — I fear he is ill, — I muſt en- 
quire.— 


% 
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Sufficient cauſe indeed was there, for 
the buſtle that alarmed me. Lrag i into 
the Rudy, but how was I ſurpriſed at 
the ſcene of confuſion I found there; 
my father was walking about the room 
in the moſt violent agony, of rage and 


grief, my mamma, with ſympathiſing 
diſtreſs in her countenance, endeavgur- 
ing to calm him, while a well-dreſſed, 
genteel young woman, was weeping 
Uke another Niobe; I never ſaw tears 
flow ſo faſt. I ſhould have retired, but 
amazement and concern, though igno- 
rant of che cauſe of what I beheld, ri- 
vetted me for a conſiderable. time to 
the floor. All I gathered from their 
incoherent wards was, that Sophia had 
occaſioned theſe various emotions. As 
ſoon as I a little recovered myſelf, I 
withdrew to my chamber, filed with 


anxiety and grief, which I believe was · 


the more acute for my ignorance of the 


cauſe, Two hours I continued in this 
| tate 
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ſtate of mind, before my mamma could 
leave my father; which however ſhe 
ſeized the firſt opportunity of doing, 
and gave me the following account of 
wane had happened. 


As 'my father was reading in his 
ſtudy, a ſervant informed him a lady 
was at the door in a chair, who deſired 
leave to ſpeak to him alone, He or- 
dered her to be introduced. He had 
but juſt time to obſerve that ſhe was 
young and pretty, before ſhe addreſſed 
him, with a good deal of confuſion and 
concern in her countenance, in the fol- 
ny" words: 


« I am baba that juſtice to you, 
to truth, and to myſelf, obliges me 
« to diſcloſe what I am ſenſible muſt 
afflict you. Miſs Sophia Leonard, I 
*« underſtand, Sir, is your daughter.“ 
« She is, the is!” cried my frighted 

father, 
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facher, What of her? pray be ſpeedy, 
« tell me what you have to ſay that 
* concerns her?“ „ That Miſs. So- 
* phia,” proceeded the ſtranger, © has 
for ſome months received and favored 
e the addreſſes of Captain Ireſon; and 
it was yeſterday agreed between 
«them, that as his want of fortune 
<« diſqualifies him for aſking your con- 
 « ſent, they ſhould to-morrow. ſet out 
together for Scotland, and there tye 
the indiſſoluble knot.“ 


My father, all rage and aſtoniſh- 
ment, got up and walked about the 
room, in ſuch violent agitations, as ſo 
alarmed the fair ſtranger that ſhe could 
not proceed. He then rang the bell 
till he broke the ſtring. The ſervant 
ſurprized at the haſte he ſuppoſed him 
in, ran into the room, and was in an 
inſtant ordered to call his miſtreſs ; 
which he did, with ſuch a face of a- 

ſtoniſhment, 
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ſtoniſhment, as made her rather fly 
than walk down ſtairs. Paſſion choak- 
ed my father's words, he could only 
deſire the ſtranger to repeat what ſhe 
had told him. She did fo, and added, 
« I muſt now, Madam, tell you this 
captain Ireſon is my huſband.” Here 
ſhe could not ſuppreſs ſome tears, but 
wiping her eyes proceeded ; * Young 
as I may appear, we have been mar- 
„ ried above four years; he was at 
« that time quartered in the town 
« where I lived, and ſo effectually 
gained my mother's favor, as well as 


« my affections, that ſhe gave me to 


6c © him with what little fortune 1 had, 
« which was fifteen hundred pounds: 


** this however, was in marriage ſettled 


© on me, but what avail ſuch ſettle- 


ments, when one of the parties is 


> diſhonourable enough to wiſh to de- 
6 ſtroy, and the other wants ſpirit 


1 to. defend them! My Poor mother 


&« died: 


PF 
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« died a year after our marriage, my 
&% huſband then, partly by tender per- 
« ſuaſions, partly by menaces, prevail- 
ed on me to cancel them. He was 
« at that time but an enſign, with ſome 
of my fortune he bought a lieute- 
* nancy, which is now his poſt, though 
* he'is called captain; and the reſt he 
* ſquandered; as he might eaſily do, 
being very expenſive in his dreſs, 
and indulging himſelf in every kind 
of pleaſure ; while he allows me fo 
« very ſcanty a proviſion, as could not 
« have ſubſiſted me, had I not found 
& ſome reſource in my needle ; and du- 
e ring this laſt half year 1 have re- 
&© ceived nothing from him; which de- 
* termined me on a journey to town, 
to try whether my intreaties, perſo- 
< nally made, would not prove more 
« effeCtual than by letter; for he had 
e always obliged me to continue in 
« the country, on pretence that he 
« could 
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could not afford to maintain me in 
London. | 


« T arrived a week ago, Was s kindly 
received by him, and ſoothed with 
« aſſurances of much better treatment 
« for the future, on condition that I 
« would not tell, even the people where 
« he lodged, that I was his wife. This 
« a good deal ſtartled me; I enquired 
into the reaſon, but. he. bade me 
check my curioſity, and depend upon 
« his word for an allowance of two 
« hundred a year henceforward, if I 
« would obey this injunction.” — 
« What,” added he, © have you to 
„fear? you know you are my wife, 
no power on earth can unmarry us? 
This expreſſion led me to ſuſpect 
„ ſomewhat of the truth, though I 
could have no ſuſpicion of the per- 
« ſon. I applied to his ſervant, who 
Shad formerly lived with my mother, 

« and 
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and I believed had a fincere regard 
« for me. All he could then tell me 
« was, that his maſter paſſed in the 
* world for a ſingle man. But this 
« morning very early, he came and 
« jnformed me, that his maſter, laſt 
« night at going to bed, gave him or- 
« ders to prepare every thing for an 
« expedition to Scotland, to which 
place he ſhould ſet out, as to-mor- 
« row before break of day; and ob- 
« ſerving ſome ſurprize in his ſervant, 
c what do you ſtare at, Ned? ſaid he. 
&« Is my miſtreſs dead? ſaid Edward. 
« No, fool, replied his maſter; but 
« may not a man as well have two 
« wives as one? He cannot be more 
« hampered; and this ſecond marriage 
vill be for the advantage of your old 
« miſtreſs, for Miſs Leonard has thirty 
te thouſand pounds; all my own, boy; 
« you and my wife ſhall both be gain- 
«ers by it. Ned made no anſwer, 

1 &« not 
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< not ſuppoſing he could have any in- 
« fluence, but determined to acquaint 
e me with it before his maſter's time 
„of riſing, which he could do with 
the leſs ſuſpicion, as my huſband is 
ignorant that his ſervant knows of 
“my being in London. The ſhock 
« was ſo great, that for ſome hours T 
ewas incapable of determining in what 
manner to act; but as ſoon as my 
thoughts grew a little compoſed, 1 
« conſidered that my firſt duty was to 
« lay this whole affair open, and fave 
from ruin a young lady, who muſt 
&* be ſo dear to you. That you may 
not think me an impoſtor, here is the 
e certificate of my. marriage, which I 


« always carry in my pocket- book.“ 
and ſaying this ſhe produced it, to my 


no way doubting parents; adding, if 
<« it be poſſible in the meaſures you 
« find neceſſary to take, to conceal the 


part I have had in this diſcovery, I 
ce need 


% 
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e need not ſay it would be beſt for 
© me; Mr. Ireſon's paſſions are ftrong, 
and his reſentment implacable; I 
« would wiſh therefore not to excite 
it; the ſmalleſt ill conſequence it 


% could have, would be the depriving 


me of every chance of any future af- 
« fiſtance from him; but if this con- 
« cealment cannot be, I ſubmit to any 
4 difagreeable effects that may ariſe 
. « from the diſcovery, and ſhall find 
my conſolation in reflecting that I 
« have acted juſtly.” 


Mrs. Ireſon's tears flowed very plen- 
tifully during her whole narration, and 
did not ceaſe with it, but as ſoon as ſhe 
could compoſe herſelf ſhe roſe to take 
her leave. My mamma begged a di- 
rection to her lodgings, thinking ſome 
farther acknowledgement, than my fa- 
ther's diſtracted ftate of mind could 
then make, would be neceſſary. She 

expreſſed 


8 
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expreſſed their obligation to her for ſo 
important a ſervice, and deſired her 
not to leave London before they had 
ſeen her again. My father could not 
ſpeak. It was near an hour before my 
mamma could even awaken his atten- 
tion to any thing ſhe ſaid. Indeed; 
there is ſtill a degree of agony in his 
countenance, that pierces me to the 
heart; I am obliged to withdraw fre- 
quently, to give vent to the tears his 
ſufferings draw from me. He has 
however come to a determination in 
what manner to act. Sophia is to be 
cloſely confined till we leave town, 
which we ſhould do immediately, if my 
father were not detained by buſineſs 
of conſequence; ſhe is never to go out 
except with my mamma; but this al- 
teration is to be made in a way as little 


remarkable as poſſible; and this hor- 


rid affair kept an entire ſecret from all 


but ſuch of Miſs Sophia's relations, as 


Vol. I. H may 
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may require a reaſon for this extraor- 
dinary reſtraint, Even Sir Joſeph and 
his ſon are to be ſtrangers to it, which 
is certainly prudent, though ſcarcely 
juſt, fince my father more than ever 
wiſhes her married to her coufin, as he 
thinks his excellent underſtanding. will 
make him a moſt judicious guide, for 
one who it is plain has not judgment 
enough to regulate her own conduct 
properly. She is not yet come home; 
as ſoon as ſhe is my father deſigns to 
acquaint her with his knowledge of her 
intended elopement; her fervant is 
then to be diſmiſſed, and one on whoſe 
fidelity they can depend, is already ſe- 
cured to ſucceed her. 


Though Sophia is inexcuſable in this 
affair, and that the diſcovery of it is 2 
moſt fortunate event for her, yet I can- 
not help feeling great compaſſion for 
the poor imprudent girl. How muſt 

ſhe 


&, - 
* 
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ſhe be overwhelmed with ſname, when 
her folly is laid open to her! and if 


ſhe has any ſenſe of right and wrong 


left, ſhe muſt ſuffer ſevere ſtings from 
remorle, for ſuch criminal diſobedi- 


ence! Surely diſobedience to parents 


is one of the greateſt of crimes, if we 
conſider either the divine law, or hu- 


man obligations, and yet how lightly / 


is it treated by the world, in this very 
important article of marrying without 
their conſent! To ſuch a parent too ! 
one who has never erred towards her, 
except in too much indulgence, too 


unreſerved a confidence! How his 


heart bleeds at her ingratitude! I am 
ſure mine is deeply wounded at the 
ſight of what he ſuffers; yet I dare not 
ſhew it, leſt he ſhould think I am en- 
deavouring to take advantage of her 
fault, by diſplaying my tenderneſs for 
him. My mamma, though ſincerely 
grieved, you may imagine is not ſo 

_ He deeply 


— 
* 
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deeply affected; ſhe could not have 
an equal affection for Sophia; and be- 
ide, was prepared for the blow, by 
an expectation of ſome ſuch event, 
ſooner or later. She endeavours as 
much as poſſible to extenuate the poor 
girl's error, as the beſt conſolation that 
can be offered to a tender father; and 
from a ſecret perſuaſion, that it is in 
great part owing to her improper edu- 
cation ; and though a hint of that kind 
would be cruel, yet ſhe thinks, in juſ. 
tice to Sophia, ſhe ought to endeavour 
to cool his reſentment. She tells him 
that much of his daughter's fault is to 
be charged on the corrupt manners of 
modern times, which influence many 
of maturer age; therefore it is not to 
be wondered, if one ſo young does not 
nicely diſtinguiſh between true recti- 
tude and falſe principles, ſanctified by 
faſhion and cuftom. She flatters him 
with hopes, that reflexion on the ruin 

4 and 
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and infamy from which ſhe has been 
reſcued, when on the very brink of the 
precipice, will effect a total change in 
her ſentiments, and that the horror ſhe. 
will conceive at the miſeries into which 
her diſobedience had ſo nearly plunged 
her, will make her henceforward 
ſtrictly adhere to filial love and duty. 
I am perſuaded it muſt do fo, and 
that hereafter my dear father will ex- 
perience nothing but pleaſure from 
this darling of his heart. But I ſhall 
tire- you with this ſubject, and I can 


write on no other, therefore my ever 
dear friend it is beſt to bid you adieu. 


Your ever affectionate, 


EMILIIA LEONARD: 


Hz LETTER 


/ 
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LETTER KI. 


Miſs CuAR LOTTE ARLINGTON, to 
_ Miſs Emii1a Lrowanp. | 


Y heart is too much at uniſon 

. with my dear Emilia's, not to 
fympathize in the concern the is under 
on Miſs Sophia's account ; bur like 
your mamma I was prepared; I have 
long been in expectation of ſome ſuch 
act of imprudence ; a marriage with 
ar already married man was, indeed, 
beyond my. foreſight. It is happy ſhe 
did not fix her choice on one more 
free, for then ſhe might at this time 
have been the wretched victim to ſome 
man's avarice. Better repine at her 
preſent confinement, than weep her 
raſh union with a worthleſs, needy, 
mate ; the one will ſoon end, the other 
would 


however the joy will not prove fatal. 
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would have been for life. 1 have 
heard of perſons who have died with 
terror at the ſight of a great danger 
they had eſcaped ; ſurely no one ever 
had more cauſe than this adventurous 
fair one. How fortunate is ſhe in 
having been thus preſerved! I hope 


I cancur entirely with your ſenti- 
ments on obedience ; but I am ſurpriz- 
ed that thoſe who are void af all ſenſe 
of that duty, do not find ſufficient con- 
fiderations to deter them from clandei- 
tine marriages. How inconſiſtent is it 
with the modeſty ſo requiſite in a fe- 
male character, to ſhew the world, that 
to ſecure poſſeſſion of ſome favoured 
lover, ſhe will break through all de- 
cency, all decorum; offend the parents 
ta whom ſhe owes her birth, and to 
whom ſhe is indebted for a thouſand 


14 


ties, 
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ties, and neglecting every prudential 
conſideration ? I have often wondered, 
how thoſe run-away ladies, could ſhew 
themfelves in the world, after having 
given ſo flagrant a proof that they were 
the ſlaves of paſſion. What a-confel- 
fon is that! Paſſions were given us, 
to be our ſervants, not our maſters; 
ſervants wilt fometimes be a little re- 
fractory, but if we would not become 
deſpicable, we muſt either diſcard, or 
ſubdue them. How little right has a 
woman to expect her huſband's eſteem 
and confidence, when, to become his 
wife, ſhe has violated the ftrongeſt ties 
of duty, broke the reſtraints of mo- 
deſty, and laid aſide all regard to de- 
cency and decorum ! ſhe renders her 
virtue and prudence ſo doubtful in the 
eyes of her huſband and of the world, 
that the moſt guarded conduct after 
that fatal ſtep can ſcarcely preſerve her 
from the jealouſy of the one, or the 
ſuſpicions 


4 
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ſuſpicions of the, other. The ſmalleſt 
levity muſt expoſe her to the harſheſt 
cenſures; for when once the preſump- 
tion is againſt us, it is very difficult to 
act in a manner that will not admit of 


miſconſtrution. What dependance 
can be had on a woman that has ſhewn 


ſhe can be enſlaved by her paſſions? 


Who can ſay they will never again aſ- 
ſame the reins? - I wiſh your hopes of 
Miſs Sophia's reformation may be an- 
ſwered; yet I fear — but you will 
think me uncharitable; — ſo lye ſtill my 
fears, and intrude not yourſelves into 
this letter. 


I cannot half like this affair being 
kept ſecret from Mr. Leonard; for J 
do not think it juſl, Sophia cannot 
deſerve him. Should ſuch a man be 
ſacrificed to a run- away girl] without 
this pretty adventure ſhe was not wor · 


thy of him, I am not ſure I had not 
H 5; rather 
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rather ſhe had fallen to the noble cap- 
tain Ireſon's ſhare. Then Mr. Leonard 
might have received happineſs from 
the hands of thoſe parents who are 
willing to beſtow ſo worthleſs een 
1 | 


4 is it poſſible, my lovely friend, 
that you can believe the effect Sir 
Joſeph's addreſſes to you had on his 
tions? It is ſtrange that the only 
point in which you are ignorant, out 
vraiment, d'une ignorance crafle, 
Hould be that wherein moſt young wo- 
men are alone learned, and clear 

| Gohted. I have often thought (being 
like moſt raſh people, apt to judge of 
an action by it's ſucceſs) that Mrs. Le- 
onard was judicious in not fuffering 
you to keep company with any girls 
near your own age, (except where re- 
e as in my caſe, rendered it 
unavoidable, 


* 
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unavoidable, and no harm could come 
of that, for I am prudence- itſelf, you 
know) nor to read, that now univerſal 
ſtudy, novels; but I find the conſe- 
quence of this caution is, keeping a 
girl mightily in the dark. Some of us 
have, indeed, forward geniuſes, and 
might obtain a pretty notion of things 
without thoſe inſtructors; but you are 
not of this kind it ſeems, and can not 
ſee day-light, though the ſun ſhines 
in all it's meridian brightneſs. Yet 
your blindneſs cannot be ſo incurable, 
but that the peruſal of two or three vo- 
lumes I could recommend to you, 
would make you fee that Mr. Leonard's 
alarm at his father's prepoſterous paſ- 
ſion aroſe from love of you, not of 
money. Either he is incapable of that 
fear of paying a jointure which, you at- 
tribute to him, or you have given me 
a very falſe idea of his diſpoſition, I 
allow that a large ſettlement gn a wo- 

MV man 
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man younger than himſelf, would not 
be a very agreeable circumſtance ; but 
ſuch a ſhock as you deſcribe, could be 
given by nothing that did not deprive 
him of ſome very darling hope; a hope 
which he had cheriſhed, You know, 
F before ſuſpected his being in love 
. with you, but this accident has con- 
verted my ſuſpicions into certainty ; 
and nothing furely could be more dif- 
treſſing than to find his father his ri- 
val. Every other obſtacle might be 
furmounted; Sophia's behaviour gave 
him good reafon to flatter himfelf that 
ſhe would refuſe him; in that caſe it 
was natural to ſuppoſe your father's 
might agree to unite the families by 
the only means left them. The infe- 
riority- of your fortune would make 


Sir Joſeph wiſh that Sophia ſhoyld be 
one of the ſtrings that compoſed 


the band of union, but when that 
could pot be, ke might have been 
brought 
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brought to accept you in her place; 
and your father's conſent could not be 
doubted ; but this abominable, I might 
almoſt ſay, unnatural love, in the old 
knight, is an infurmountable bar; and 
as I pretend to know your heart better 
than you do, I was nearly as much 
ſhocked at the reading your account 
of Sir Joſeph's courtſhip as his unfor- 
tunate ſon. Indeed I am fo fincerely 
grieved at this unlucky circumſtance, 
that I cannot laugh at the old knight's 
folly as it deſerves. I wiſh his paſſion 
does not in reality prove truly ſerious to 
many, The provoking wretch ! ſhould 
he pine to death at your cruelty I 
could nat pity him; but I compaſſi- 
onate you very ſincerely, for being 
obliged to endure his odious court- 
ſhip; a death's head would be a pro- 
perer object for his regards than my 
fair, my blooming Emilia. 


= 
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Tour other lovers diverted me, as 1 
think they muſt you, for really you 
have good variety; but I wonder you 
can like ſtaying ſo much at home when 
ſuch pretty-- amuſement attends you 
abroad. A train of loyers gives one a 
very agreeable ſelf - conſequence z 1 
know of no pleafanter ſenſation, and 
though you trear your conſciouſneſs of 
beauty fo philoſophically, yet I ſhould 
imagine it would lead you to with to 
exhibit it, for . ſmall is the worth of 
* beauty from the light retired.” 1 
will not quote thoſe lines in Comus, 
on the ſubject, excellent as they are, 
becauſe they are too much hacknied; 
and though you keep home you do 
not much *© teaſe the houſewife's 
« wool.” Tou allow beauty is a 
ſhort-lived benefit; ſhould you not 
therefore enjoy the amuſement it will 
afford while it remains with you ? The 
ſeaſon is not ſo very long, but that you 

| may 
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may have many years after it is dver 
wherein to indulge your love of retire- 
ment. I am charmed with the con- 
duct of your parents, in regard to your 
marrying z it is nobly affectionate, and 
generous and yet it will put you ſadly 
to the bluſh, whenever you chuſe to 
enter into. wedlock; a little parental 
importunity is a pretty relief to female 
baſhfulneſs. We follow the dictates 
of our inclinations with ſome dignity, 
when we can pretend that our compli- 
ance ariſes from an effort of duty. 
« To pleaſe you papa,” is a delicate 
kind of conſent; but, it pleaſes 
“ me papa,” is a bolder ſpeech than 
your immoderate baſhfulneſs will ever 
ſuffer you to pronounce ; if therefore 
you are to continue ſingle till then, 
you will certainly die an old maid; 
no very unfortunate lot, you will fay ; 
and I am fure I find no inclination to 
contradict you; it is certainly a quiet 

| ſtate, 
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ſtate, and how few. are better! where 
two very good people, whoſe diſpoſi- 
tions are perfectly ſuited to each other 
are united, we muſt allow marge 
may be happier, but 


4 Where Rene fre bac, "tis wiſdom to 
beware, 

« And better ſhun the bait than frag: | 

gle 1 in the ſnare.” 


An old maid is on the ſafe fide at leaſt. 
Perhaps I might not be fo ſtrong an 
advocate for ſingle life, if I had not 
the fear of immediate marriage before 
my eyes; but impending evils make 
one cowardly. 


Are not you very provoking to tell 
me that I want you to write about the 
troubleſome man? You are much miſ- 
taken I aſſure you; I am plagued to 
death about him without your aſſiſt- 

| ance ; 


FILIAL DUTY. 161 
ance; I ſee little elſe, and I hear of 
nothing elſe ; the humorous lieutenant 
was not ſo in love with his old king 
as'my father is with this ſame ſwain 
of mine; and, as for my mamma— I 
really wonder my father is not jealous ; 
but I fuppoſe after people have been 
married twenty years, they are. not 
much on the qui vive in thoſe reſpects; 
jealouſy is commonly of earlier birth. 
Their praiſe is ſo unneceſſary too, for 
the man can ſpeak very well for him- 
ſelf; and does not find me a bad 
hearer,—And ſo truly you fancy I like 
him! why, to tell-you the truth be- 
Heve you are not miſtaken; I wiſh you 
were, or that his addreſſes had ariſen 
from his own inclination inſtead of his 
father's; I honour his filial piety ex- 
tremely, but cannot think it gives 
him a good title to my heart; his rea- 
dineſs to ſacrifice himſelf to any kind 
of a monſter in obedience to a parene, 
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is doubtleſs very reſpectable, and de- 
ſerves, my veneration, but not my 
love; I might as well be enamoured 
of a ſtork, the great emblem of filial 
Piet. 


Hut to confeſs my real ſentiments, I 
do not attribute Mr. Edmondbury's, 
by the by, his name is Harry, which 
contains not ſo many letters, and 1 
therefore tell it far your eaſe, I ſhall 
like to fee which gets the better, 
your delicacy or your indolence, in the 
appellation you hereafter give him; 
but as I was ſaying, 1 do nat attri- 
bute his compliance in this point ſo 
much to his obedience to his father, 
as to his indifference about his“ wife, 
which ſhews a way of thinking that 
cannot fail of making me unhappy, 
were I to be his. This renders the 
ſtate af my mind by no means plea- 
fant; that 1 like him is certain; that 

I could 


by 
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I could love him is no leſs. certain; I 
never yet ſaw a man I thought ſo ami- 
able either in perſon, mind, or man- 
ners; but I cannot think of marrying 
him; it would be wedding miſery, 
even without the excuſe of ignorance. 
I have refuſed him ſeveral times, and 
frankly told him my reaſon ; he ſwears. 
and vows, and ſighs, and kneels, and 
in ſhore does every thing a lover ſhould 
do; but though he diſtreſſes, he can 
not convince me. Sometimes he a lit- 
tle ſtaggers my reſolution, but his 
abſence reſtores my reaſon, and that 
tells me, if I have any regard for my 
happineſa, I muſt perſiſt in my denial. 
Inclination whiſpers that what he 'fays 
may be true; but prudence” replies, 
that where the point is doubeful, the 
hazard is too great. My patents know 
my ohjection, but only laugh at it; they | 
tell me that if my increduliry were to 
m * our ſex it would be a 
terrible 
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terrible ſtroke on younger brothers. 
But they cannot in their hearts diſlike 
a way of thinking which is a ſufficient 
ſecurity for my never doing whar they 
would call a fooliſh, and the ſpirited 
young people of the age, a generous 
thing; for I know no means by which 
a man could avail himſelf to convince 
me I was the object of his affection, 
when there was great lucrative advan- 
tages to be gained by marrying me; 
it is poſſible, I allow, that love and in- 
tereſt may be united, but the proof is 
difficult to find, and the fear of being 
deceived would preſerve me. A pre- 
poſſeſſion in my heart in favour of the 
man would rather make againſt him, 
as it would increaſe my danger; when 
a mutual indifference actuates both 
parties, they may (poſſibly) dream 
through life in a peaceful inſipidity, 
but an unreturned affection. muſt. ren- 
der a woman miſerable. It has always 
appeared 
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appeared matter of furpriſe to me, 
that women are ſo ready to believe 
themſelves beloved, or ſo little con- 
cerned whether they are ſo or no, by 
the men they marry ;' for I know not 
from which cauſe -thoſe dauntleſs fe- 
males act, who beſtow themſelves, 
with their large fortunes, on men who 
have none. - An unexceptionable cha- 
rater in the man of their choice, is 
the only thing that can juſtify them; 
if they know him to be poſſeſſed of 
many virtues, and that good nature is 
one of them, they may depend on be- 
ing generouſly treated, and from his 
gratitude may hope for his love; but 
how difficult to attain this knowledge. 
We ſeldom have opportunities; and 
are not qualified to judge, if we are 
not free from all prejudice in favor of 
the perſon in queſtion; yet I fear fancy 
is much quicker in it's concluſions than - 

zudgement ; 
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judgement; and the heart is engaged 
before reaſon has had Ikifure to weigh 
and conſider. The real diſpoſition of 
young people is not eaſily known, we 
cannot depend on their virtues till they 
have been tried; yet thoſe who wait 
for that experience are in danger of 
not approaching Hymen's altar till 
they cannot walk to it wichout the 
help of a crutch, and there may unite 
their pallied heads, and withered 
hands, and what is ſtill worſe, their 
withered faces, with promiſes of lov- 
ing and cheriſhing, when they are no 
longer able to find comfort in any 
thing but a warm caudle and flannel. 
A fooliſh concluſion of the wiſe con- 
duct I have been ſeeming to recom- 
mend. Say, if you know, what is 
it to be wiſe?” I am ſure I do not, 
and as little in this caſe as in any. 
Indeed I can * no good proof of my 
b wiſdom 
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wiſdom but in my "being, | omg the 
tendeteſt affecticn, 5 


u dear Kalles | 
Sincere friend and Sent 
—_— 1 aw VARY: 23-5 
1769. CHARLOTTE, ARLINGTON, 
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Miſs Emilia Lzeonazp, to Miſs 
CHARLOTTE ARLINGTON. 


| My dear CHARLOTTE, 
Hatever was the cauſe of my 
continuing ſo long ignorant of 


Mr. Leonard's ſentiments and my own, 
I have reaſon to regret it, for had I 
known them fooner I might have diſ- 
couraged the one, and repreſſed the 
other, before they had gained ſtrength 
enough 
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enough to give us both a great deal of 
pain. You certainly ſtand acquitted ; 
for had I taken your word I ſhould 
have been no ſtranger to them long ago; 
but only the diſcovery of his could 
convince me of my own. It appeared 
Do impoſſible that a tenderer connexion 
than that of brother and ſiſter ſhould 
ever ſubſiſt between us, that not a 
thought or wiſh of mine ſtrayed be- 
yond it. Such I imagined, were his 
ſenſations, and mine correſponded with 
them. All my views centered in the 
continual enjoyment of his friendly ſo- 
ciety, and I was entirely contented with 
a perſuaſion that I ſhould ſhare his 
eſteem with his wife; poſſibly have 
even a ſuperior portion of it, though 
ſhe might inſpire a paſſion of a warmer 
kind; for I had the vanity to think 
that his ſober judgment muſt in ſome 
things give me the preference. But 
the charms of this moderate, ſober, 
- ſcheme, 
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ſcheme, are vaniſhed, The other 
morning as I was enjoying the mild 
beams of our preſent feeble ſun, in the 
pretty arbour in our little garden, 
Mr. Leonard, who was waiting for my 
father's dreſſing, in order to go out 
with him on a previous engagement, 
and had come before his hour, poſii- 
bly with a hope of ſeeing more of the 
family than my father, Mr. Leonard, 
I ſay, came to me, with all that ſoft 
melancholy in his countenance, which 
has for ſome time been viſible, He 
looked confuſed; and I caught the 
infection, without knowing any reaſon 
for itz each ſeemed at a loſs to begin 
converſation; a thing ſo unuſual be- 
tween us, that it ſtill more diſconcert- 
ed me; but determined to break ſo 
diſtreſſing a ſilence, and conclude the 
fooliſh ſcene; I told him, that one : ir 
in the new muſic he had brought me 
the day before, a little puzzled me; 

Vor. I. 1 and 
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and I ſhould be obliged to him if he 
would fing it. I know not whether 1 
ever mentioned to you that he has a 
very fine voice, and both ſings and 
plays with great taſte. What a re- 
« queſt!” cried he, Can my lovely 
Emilia think it poſſible for me to 
ſing? Why not,“ 1 replied, I do 
« not perceive that you are hoarſe ?” 
„No,“ ſaid he, © it is not voice, but 
s ſpirits that I want; can a heart in 
& the ſtate mine is admit of any ſound 
« of joy? You will ſuppoſe the ſaid- 
1's and faid-he's, ſo I ſhall proceed 
without them. Bleſs me! — | did 
* not aſk you to ſing from your heart; 
the tune not the pathos (forcing a 
e kind of ſmile) was what I wanted: 
ce but pray what is the matter with that 
_ ** ſame heart? Is Sophia cruel? You 
had a long tete a tete laſt night; did 
4+ ſhe play the tyrant? As I am your 
friend 1 have ſome right to be your 

e confidente.” 


— 2 — 
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& confidante “ Friend! what could 


« terms ! Can my Emilia find no bet- 
« ter? © Your ſiſter then. 
« Worſe and worſe.” — Why you 
« would not have me ſay your mother 
te ſurely; what can I call myſelf?” — 
My lovely girl! why will you di- 
« ſtrat me? Can you believe that to 
hear you named as either ſiſter: ot 
« mother to me does not fall me wich 
< horror ?”.— + What do you mean? 
the former you know I am certainly 
to be. Never, never. I become 
« your brother! No; I would ſooner 
ved my grave than a ſiſter of your's. 
Can you yet be a ſtranger to my 
heart? a heart ſo entirely your own! 
„ As I thought a paſſion fo ardent, fo 
tender as mine, could not be con- 
« cealed, I flattered myſelf you did 
not diſapprove of it's ſenſations; and 
long believed that it would not be 
very difficult to prevail on our fa- 

1 2 _  thers 
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+ thers, to ſuffer me to make my ad- 
*« drefles to you inſtead of Miſs Sophia; 

„ which was the more probable, as J 
5 have great reaſon to ſuppoſe ſhe will 
ti refuſe me. But while I was indulg- 
ing theſe deluſive hopes, a ſtrange 
efimpediment to my wiſhes has ariſen ; 
* my father's heart receives the ſame 
„ impreſſion as his ſon's, and what I 
might reaſonably have expected from 
<< a parent, I can no longer hope from 
4e a rival. Was not ſo cruel a reverſe 
40 ſufficient for my miſery ? but muſt 
< I now learn that your friendly, your 
< affeftionate behaviour, aroſe only, 
from conſidering me as a brother 
« Muſt every wiſh of my heart be 
« blaſted! Oh! my Emilia, this is 
„too much; I thought I could not 
« be more wretched than I was. when 
« ] entere1 this garden, but I find mi- 
* ſery bas no bounds.” He could ſay 
no more, he grew pale and almoſt 
breathleſs. 
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breathleſs. I had not been able to in- 
terrupt him, overcome by a variety of 
ſenſations; ſurprize, tenderneſs, con- 
tern, inſpired me with ſuch melan- 
choly, yet pleaſing, emotions, that! 
could not ſpeak; but when I ſaw him; 
as I thought in danger of falling from 
his ſeat, for he. ſeemed ready to faint; 
by an involuntary; impulſe,” I caught 
hold of his hand with one of mine; and 
laid the other on his neck, in order to 
hold him up; he reclined his pale 


face on my ſhoulder, and a tear ſtole 


down his cheek. There ſeemed at- 
traction in it; for a torrent immedi- 
ately fell from my eyes; I wept with 
ſuch violence that I could no longer 
pay any attention to him, and conſola- 
tion now became his part. Not a co- 
herent ſentence paſſed for ſome time; 
it was all grief, tenderneſs, and confu- 
fon; and before our ſpirits were come 
to any degree of compoſure, a ſervant 

I 3 brought 
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brought word that my father was 
| ready; and had not a perſon on bufi- 
nels; very opportunely for us, detained 
him above half an hour from Gniſhing 
his dreſs, we ſhould have been inter- 
rupted, while ſtill more unfit for the 
intruſion of a third perſon, Mr. Le- 
onard, with a look of extreme anguiſh, 
reluctantly obeyed the ſummons. My 
mind was all confuſion; but tears 
again came to my relief, and 1 wept 
for near an hour, without being able 
to aſſign a cauſe: This, bowever at 
length relieved me, and my ſpirits 
grew more compoſed; but whether I 
received greater pleaſure from perceive 
ing myſelf to be ſo tenderly beloved 
by one ſo dear to me, or pain from 
conſidering to how little purpoſe I was 
fo, I could not poſſibly determine. 
Sometimes my imagination repreſented 
to me the happineſs that muſt attend 


nan union where hearts were conjoined ; 


and 
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and diſpoſitions ſo ſimilar as ours. 
A thouſand delightful ſcenes then 
played before my fancy, and I ſmiled 
at my abſurdity in receiving ſo pleaſing 
an event, as the declaration of his love, 
with all che ſymptoms of poignant ſor- 
row. But theſe enchanting proſpects 
gave way to the recollection of the al- 
moſt impoſſibility of our eyer being 
united. The thought. of my father's 
earneſtneſa to marry Mr. Leonard and 
Sophia, threw a-dreadful damp on my 
ſpicits.; and Sir Joſeph's paſſion tgrri- 
fied me; in this perplexed ſituation I 
Gill, continue; divided between hope 
and fear, but the one I perceive ariſes 
only from my wiſhes, while the other 

is founded on the ſtrongeſt, and, too 


23 on the moſt laſting baſis. 


This tumultuary ſtate of mind, ſo con- 
trary to the peace I have hitherto ex- 
perienced, is certainly very painful, 
and yet I am ſometimes. ready to ſay, 

I 4 _. © peiges 


176 THE TEST OF 


« peines aupres 2 les plaiſirs des 
©. monarches ſont ennuieuſes et fades“ 


But to proceed with my relation. 
As ſoon as the redneſs of my eyes was 


abated, I ventured into the houſe, 


and ſtole into my own chamber. I 
tried to read, but in vain ; I took up 
my work, but to as little purpoſe ; 
I attempted writing to you; not an 


idea, except one of Mr. Leonard would 


preſent itſelf, and my mind was too 
much confuſed even to arrange in any 
order the ſcene that I had this morn- 
ing been engaged in; my pen, there- 
fore, as well as my book and my 
needle, . was laid aſide, and I fancied 


there was the neceſſity I wiſhed to in- 


dulge myſelf in- thinking on the only 
ſubject my mind choſe to admit. A 
little before dinner my mamma, by 
coming into my room, rouſed me from 
a reverie in which I had been a long 
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time abſorbed. We were: to go that 
evening to Almac's ; z ſhe found me en- 
tirely unprepared, which at firſt ſur- 
prized her, as I always. dreſs before | 
dinner; but, indeed, nothing relative 
to that engagement had entered my 
thoughts; however, on looking at me 
ſhe perceived, as ſhe imagined, evident 
tokens of ſickneſs; the extreme agita- 
tion of my ſpirits had in reality diſor- 
dered me; but my countenance was 
the greateſt ſufferer, my eyes, ſtill 
ſwelled, looked heavy, and I was: very 
pale..,. With tender concern, ſhe aſked 
bow I did ? I with truth anſwered, n 
head aked a little; this not appearing. 
to her a ſufficient cauſe for ſo great an 
alteration, ſhe ſo anxiouſly purſued her 
inquiry, as, filled, me with ſhame,, at 
reflecting that the cauſe of het alarm 
vas ſuch that I feared ton diſpoyer it, 


even to ſo kind, ſo indulgent. a parent. 
I 5. This 


a8 - 
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This thoughit it! the ſoftetied ſtate of 
mind I was then in, brought tears into 
my eyes, which the obſerving, took 
me in her arms, ſaying, 4 you have 
& ſomething on your ſpirits, my love; 
« tell it me; and be affured if 1 can 
40 not remove the cauſe, 1 will omit 
4e n6 endeavours to conſole you; my 
te heart muſt ſythpathize In all your 
« yexations, for 1 KknidW my deat 
« Emilia can not een giieve without 
« reaſon,® | Ovet-powered with her 
ns. 1 could only” Hy, « wil, 
1 wilt, tell you, my dear mamma; 
in whom can I fo properly confide ! 
but ſpare” me juſt no Jean not 
ſpeak.“ At your leiſure my love,” 
me replied, #whenever it is molt eaſy 
to you; 1 vim to- relieve, not to 
* oppreſi lou mx inquiry does not 
_ < afifſe front curioſity, but anxiety ; 
& 'thesefvie diefe jibe on time, and 
ROW 
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now compoſe your ſpirits, . or you 
« will not be fit co appear at dinner.“ 


| She then ſat down by me, holding 
my hand in her's, and talked of com- 


mon things. 1 begged to be excuſed 


going to Almac's; ſhe wiſhed ſhe 
could ſtay at home with me without 
too much diſappointing Miſs Sophia. 
In about a quarter of an hour we were 
called to dinner, Where we found Mr. 
Leonard ;and other company, but not 
Sir Joſeph, who was otherwiſe en- 
gaged. It would be difficult to ſay, 
whether Mr, Leonard or myſelf were 
the more confuſed, but both were ſuf- 
ficiently ſo, to fave me the pain of an 
expreſs declaration of my weakneſs to 
my mamma, who narrowly obſerved 


, - haying, I imagine, ſome previous 


fuſpicion: My father took notice L 
looked ill. My mamma replied, that 
1 was fo, and ſhe was forry ſhe muſt 
- / +5 16 - 4 , leave 
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leave me that evening; but this pro- 
duced no offer of ſtaying at home from 
Sophia. Mr. Leonard ſaid, will 
vou ſubſtitute me my couſin's nurſe 
in your place? I will acquit myſzlf 
very aſſiduouſly, I affure you, Ma- 
« dam.” My mamma was now con- 
founded in her turn; ' ſhe did not like 
the offer, but on the terms we live 
could not refuſe it without exciting 
ſuſpicions in others, therefore ſmilingly 
anſwered, I fancy you will be but 
ian auk ward deputy, male nurſes are 
* untoward things; but as J hope ſhe: 
e is not very il, . ente 
« with. did, i 211 
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__ Miſs Sophia, as uſual, retired to 
dreſs ſoon after dinner. The afternoom 
was fine, and Mr. Leonard ſad, . he 
« ſhould not diſcharge 'his office pro- 
60 perly, if be dick not adviſe me to 


oy take à little walk 1 the garden; 
1 har the 
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« the air would do me good.” 
mamma was diſtreſſed at this propo- 
ſal; and expreſſed ſome fears, that it 
might be too cold; but my father, 
who is a great friend to air and exer- 
ciſe, approved the motion, and bade 
me go. I obeyed with as filly a coun- 
tenance as ever you ſaw. I appre- 
hended a refuſal would be too remark- 
able to the company, and compli. 
ance too flattering to Mr. Leonard, 
I knew not which I ought to do, and 
perhaps did that which was leaſt pro- 
per. As ſoon as we were alone he told 
me, „he could not be ealy till he 
% had begged my pardon for having 
« diſtreſſed me fo much in the mofti- 
«ing; but that a paſſion like his 
i &uta'be nb longer ſuppteſſed: - rhe 
lende He Halt hicherts Kept" bad al- 
20 mot Killed him.“ 1' replied, that 
«if he rely had any (compaſſion for 


the uncaſinef he had given me, he 
Nm would 
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« would not increafe it by renewing 
« the ſubject. That he muſt be ſen- 
„ ſible an attachment, beyond that of 
« friendſhip between him and me, 
« could only produce vexation to our 
« families, and unhappineſs to us; 
« therefore it would be madneſs to in- 
„ ꝗdulge any fentiments of the nature 
of thoſe he profeſſed; and I intreated 
him not to deſtroy the pleaſure, we 
had hitherto enjoyed, in a friendly 
« and rational intercourſe, by aiming 
at an union we could never attain,” 
1 fear my countenance ſhewed 1 urged 
this more from neceſũty than, choice ; 
} could not aſſume an air of indiffer- 
ence, to which my heart was a ſtran- 
ger. But I ſhould never have done, 
were I to repeat all his, aſſurances, that 
if he could. not be united to me, he 
would for exer live fingle ; that neither 
Sophia nor any ane elſe, Gould ever 
tempt him to break that vow: and 
many 
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many arguments and tender intfeaties 
did he uſe, to perſuade me to make 
the ſame promiſe to him; affuring 
me, that then he would wait patient- 
4 ly, were it even to old age, till we 
% could fulfill our engagement; and 
© with his heart thus ſet at eaſe, ſhould 
< he, able to conceal his paſlion from 
*«/others ; and in full confidence” in 
«my. truth, act with a caution and 
„ propriety which, in his preſent ſtats 
„ of anxiety, would be impoſſible.“ 
1 told him that, nothing ſhould eve: 
prevail with me to give à promiſe 
& ſo contrary to the duty I owed my 
„e Parents ; and therefore I would not 
* receive his, and hoped: he would 
better conſider what was due to his 
father He replied, that his 
ve was then made to heaven, not 

„to me, ſince I would not receive 
< itz and never would he break it, 
by g he were to ſee me married 
| * to 
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< to another; for after having known 


me, it was impoſſible for any other 


woman to have that place in his 
„heart, which a wife had a right to.“ 
He then complained in a manner fo 
pathetic, of my indifference, as to re- 
duce me nearly to the ſame ſtate I was 
in at our firſt converſation on this ſub- 


x. I inſiſted on returning into the 


houſe. My father had a party at cards, 
and Mr. Leonard and myſelf, though 


in the ſame room, enjoyed a tete I tẽte 


the whole evening. Notwithſtanding 
all the caution I could uſe in my ex- 
preſſions, I believe he went away well 
fatisfied-that the diſcouragement I gave 
to his addreſſes, did not ariſe from in- 


differenee. My ſenſibility was too evi- 


dent. Hei ſaw it, and pitying my - un 
ealineſs, ſaid '* forgive me my Emilia, 
„L will diſtreſs you no'farther; you 
dare an angel; I ought to be ſatisfied; 


yet do not deſpiſe me for my weak- 


_— « neſs; 
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* neſs;-1 cannot be like you; but ! 
« will endeavour to acquire ſtrength, 
« by ſtudying your example. I will 
« depend on your compaſſion, and aſ- 
ſuming more power over myſelf, con- 
« fine my love as much as poſſible 
« vvithin my own breaſt, neither perſe- 
© cuting you, nor expoſing —_ to 
« W * 


| | Our converſarign * more 
calm; and when we parted our ſpirits 
ſeemed tolerably - compoſed, and a 
night's quiet reſt recovered me; but I 
could not bear to think Hconcealed any 
thing from my mamma. I vent, there · 
fore, into her room, when 1 knew ſhe 
was alone, determined to remove this 
ſelf-reproach from my mind. She re- 
ceived me with a look of anxious kind» 
neſs. I am come,” ſaid I, Madam,” 
with extreme heſitation of ſpeech, and 
à face covered with bluſhes, I am 


come 
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come to tell you what J could not 
ſpeak yeſterday: I can more eafily 
* ſubmit to the ſhame of confeffing my 
« weakneſs,' than to a conſciouſneſs of 
e ufing concealment towards you,” 


Here I pauſed again, not being able 
to proceed. © Þ will fpare you ſome 
„ confuſion, my love,” faid my kind 
parent; your behaviour, and Mr. 
«© Leonard's, yeſterduy at dinner, were 
« too intelligible to leave me ignorant 
« of your attachment to each other ; 
« jr is What 1 have long feared; all I 
, eati-defire of you is, to let me know 
on what footing you are; and what 
10 occaſioned the extreme agitation of 
* ſpirits 1 found you in yeſterday.” I 
then made a faithful, and circumſtantial 


relation of all that had paſſed between 
us the whole day. She kindly com - 


mended my conduct; and expreſſed 
the greateſt. concern for my entertain- 
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ing an affection for him, which, ſhe 


py; and exhorted me to perſevere in 
refuſing to liſten to a paſſion. which is 


entirely hopeleſs, and, as far as hes in 
my power, to conceal from my lovet 


the return my heart makes to it. I 
have, as well as I am able, obeyed her 
directions; I can, no doubt, command 
my words, but alas! are they the only 
interpreters of the heart? I fear my 
countenance is too intelligible. How- 
ever I have obliged Mr. Leonard to be 
ſilent on the ſubject, if he would not 
force me to avoid all converſion with 
him. He in a degree obeys, but mixes 
a thouſand tender things in his diſ- 
courſe, pretending them no more than 
is conſiſtent with perfect friendſhip: 
what ſnares are there not in that term 
when profeſſed between two young per- 
ſons of different ſexes! I now ſee the 
folly of ir. His eyes ſpeak ſtill a 

plainer 


obſerved, could only render me urihap- | 
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plainer language; and I fear he reads 
in mine that it is not inclination, but 
regard to our diſtreſſing ſituation, that 
induces me to require his filence on 
the ſubject he moſt wiſhes to talk upon. 
But I have dwelt too long on this; it 
is time 1 ſhould give you ſome account 
of Sophia, as a ſequel of my laſt letter. 


It is impoſſible to deſcribe the ago- 
nies ſhe was in, when my father ac- 
quainted her. with captain Ireſon's trea- 
chery, and his full knowledge of all 
that had paſſed, For ſome time ſhe 
treated what was faid againſt her lover 
as mere calumny, but was at length 
convinced. She could not be prevailed 
upon to leave her chamber for two or 
three days, which was accounted for 
to the company as owing to indiſpoſi- 
tion; and Sir Joſeph, as well as his 
fon, are ſtill ignorant of the whole af- 
fair. Is this dealing fairly with, the 

young 


„ 
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young man? Or is my ſcruple found- 
ed on ſelfiſh conſiderations? But you 
have already expreſſed your diſappro- 
bation. She is now ſomewhat conſoled, 
and we go abroad much more than 
uſual, in order to indulge her. Sor- 
row ſeems with her but a tranſient ſen- 


dation. 4 her vanity and coquetry are 
a little depreſſed, but ſhe frequent- 


ly gives evident proofs that they {till 
exiſt, and I make no doubt they will 
ſoon regain their wonted vigor, if the 
country has not a more permanent ef- 
fe& on her ſpirits than this fooliſh, and 
ſhameful affair. We ſhall go thither 
in a ſhort time, Sir Joſeph and Mr. 
Leonard are to be of our party. What 
a ſituation mine will be! I dread ſome 
imprudence from the ſon, and the jea- 
lous eyes of the father; but this is 
thought a good time for the former to 
make a fayourable impreſſion on Miſs 
Sophia; it might be ſo were there any 

eb chance 
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chance of it's being improved to the 
beſt advantage. In this view the invi- 
tation was given; and neither of the 
gentlemen were inclined to refuſe it. 
My mamma grieves at this circum- 
ſtance, but is ſilent, doubtful how my 
father would bear the knowledge of his 
favourite ſcheme being fruſtrated. He 
has made Mrs. Ireſon a very hand- 
ſome preſent, and deſigns to give her 
yearly tokens of his gratitude, which 
will mere than compenſate any loſs ſhe 
may ſuffer by her hufband's diſcovering 
that he owes his diſappointment to her, 
which it is highly probable will come 
to his knowledge. Adieu, my dear 
Charlotte, believe me ever | 

Your moſt 


March 12, Sincere and affectionate 
1769. | 
EMiLia LEONARD. 
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c 24 


Miſs CrarLoTTE ARLINGTON, to 
Miſs EuILIA Leonard. 
fan FOREIN + 
O more can I jeſt with my dear 
Emilia ou the ſtate of her heart; 
it now becomes too ſerious an affair. 
Yet I could almoſt laugh to think a 
girl ſhould cry, and take on ſo bitterly, 
becauſe the man ſhe loved told her he 
was paglionately in love with her. Had 
he made you the confident of his ar- 
dent paſſion for ſome one elſe, I won- 
der how you would have received it? 
With ſymptoms of joy, perhaps. I 
have always heard that people in love 


are unaccountable creatures; but a 
lronger proof of it never came within 
my obſervation. Lay no reſtraint on 
your expreſſive countenance, my ſweet 

2 friend, 
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friend, believe me it can diſcover no- 
thing new to Mr. Leonard : No looks, 
no words, could have ſpoken the ten- 
derneſs of your heart ſo intelligibly 
as your tears; they muſt prove to 
him an acceſs of affection, which, at 
that tender moment overpowered your 
whole ſoul. But let not this diftref 
you, Were he a rake, or a coxcomb, 
it would be alarming ; but it will only 
exalt you in the eyes of ſuch a man as 
Mr. Leonard; he will ſee that if your 


heart is weak, your prudence and your | 


virtue are ſtrong enough to controul it. 
Not the inſenſible, but ſne who can 
reſiſt her ſenſibility is virtuous. There 
would be no merit in rejecting his 
courtſhip, if your heart did not ſpeak 
in his favour. Your conduct receives 
all it's luſtre from your affection to 
him; but it will only complete your 
father's diſappointment, for it will ri- 

| „ 
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vet his chains, and add generation to 
love. „ 70 | 50! ff 
I wiſh/1/ could ſay as much to eaſe 
your other fears. I ſhare. your appre- 
henſions on this. retirement into the 
country. It ſeems to me impoſſible 
that the ſtate of two hearts ſo tenderly 
attached, can eſcape the obſervations 


of a vigilant parent, and a jealous - 


lover. Were the latter cured of his 
paſſion, all might yet be well; that ap- 
pears to me the ſtrongeſt impediment. 
Your father could not be inexorable, 
though an union between your ſiſter 
and Mr. Leonard was his firſt view, 
and may be his chief wiſh. - I confeſs 
I think that gentleman not well uſed, 
the concealment of ſo atrocious an er- 
ror in Miſs Sophia's conduct is cruel. 
Every man may run a hazard of marry - 
ing a woman who has beer. guilty of 
ſome failures in conduct, becauſe, 

Vor. I. 3 they 
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they might bg ſecret ; but if I were a 
parent, I ſhould not think I ated very 
honourably if I put a daughter, whoſe 
miſconduct I was acquainted with, on 
an unſuſpecting worthy man. Had 
ſhe been originally his own choice, 
they might better be excuſed from in- 
forming him that ſhe was undeſerving 
of his preference. Miſs Sophia may 
indeed, by future prudence, redeem her 
character, but a cautious man would 
not wiſh to engage with a woman who 
has an account of that kind to balance; 
except he has conceived ſo ſtrong a pre- 
poſſeſſion in her favour, as a little 
blinds him to the difagreeable fide of 
the reckoning. However, this muſt 
be left to your father; no other per- 
ſon can, in this caſe, properly diſcover 
what he chuſes to conceal, at leaſt no 
one that has not a very intimate friend- 
ſkip with Mr. Leonard, to excuſe his 

meddling 
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meddling in an affair which concerns 
only the immediate parties. 


How unequal is the diſtribution of all 
things. A few difficulties taken from 
you, and thrown between me and Mr, 
Edmondbury, would, I fancy, have a 
very good effect: You could well 
ſpare them ; they might awaken an 
affection in Mr. Edmondbury, which 
now, ſuch is the perverſeneſs of hu- 
man nature, a ſuppoſed certainty will 
prevent; and afford me that know- 
ledge of his heart which is neceſſary for 
the direction of my own. Tou will 
ſuſpe& me of being like Miſs Sophia, 
deſirous of a diſtreſs, and, I believe, 
will not be quite miſtaken; for I re- 
ally feel very inglorious in not having 
even the chance of an adventure to 
communicate, in return for all the ſad 
ſtories you may too probably have to 
tell me. I perceive the loves of Miſs 

K 2 Arlington 
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Arlingtou and Mr. Edmondbury will never 
be added to the liſt of Remances; it 
will extend no farther than ingenious 
dialogues, very amuſing, perhaps, to 
ourſelves, but mighty * to the reſt 
of the world. 


A ama is ruſt brought me, 
l I read the death of your lan- 
guiſhing lover's father. Will this make 
the man ſpeak ? No the earl of Wilton 
is conſigned to the ſilent grave, per- 
haps his ſon will, with the eſtate and 
title of his father ſucceed to his mother 


tongue. Can neither vanity nor am- 
bition conquer your love? I wiſh ei- 
ther may do it; conſtancy, to be ſure, 
is a virtue, but in your caſe as in many 
others, it will I fear be a ſuffering vir- 
tue, very reſpectable, but very un- 
pleaſant. I am much afraid Miſs Sophia 
will find the vacancy in her heart ſo 


uneaſy, as to induce her to receive Mr. 
Leonard 
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Leonard into it, which will prove an 
additional diſtreſs to him. The ſpirit 
of coquettry may lead her to fancy ſhe 
likes him, while ſhe ſees no other 
young man; many girls I believe, have 
fallen into a miſtake of that kind, and 
have not diſcovered their error, tilt too 
late for the happineſs of themſelves, 
and the perſons unfortunately connect- 
ed with them. Their, miſtake is in- 
deed a great one, for they take that 
for love, which, I am apt to believe, is 


incompatible with it, though you once 


brought as a proof of your indifference | 
to your couſin, your having no incli- 
nation to coquet with him; which, on 


the contrary, was one of my ſtrongeſt 


reaſons for ſuſpecting your attachment, 
being inclined to believe, that few 
young girls are entirely free from a di- 
poſition to flirt a little with any man 
who has gained no intereſt in their af- 

K 3 fections; 
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ſections; and if I am ſometimes apt to 
play thoſe monkey tricks you accuſe 


me of, it is for that very reaſon. As 
the men of my acquaintance were not 
qualified to captivate my heart, I en- 
deavoured to make them amuſe my 
vanity: lle voudrai tirer partie de 
toute. When our affections are en- 
gaged we grow too delicate, too ſub- 
lime, to receive entertainment from 
ſuch fooleries. More hurtful follies 
take their place; the ſentimental then 
engroſs us; and ſentiment and TRE 
uy are direct oppoſites. 


I could have ſported ſome time on 
their contrariety, but my letter is ſent 
for, the ſervant being obliged to go 
earlier than uſual to the poſt, having 
ſome buſineſs to do in his way thither; 
therefore I muſt confine myſelf to what 


contains more truth than ingenuity, 
the 
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the warmeſt aſſurances of my being 
ever 


My dear Emilia's 
Moſt affectionate, 
March 5, | 


1769. _ CHARLOTTE ARLINGTON, 


* 


"_— 


- 
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Miſs EM ITI IA LITONWARAD, to Mik 
CHARLOTTE ARLINGTON, | 


My dear, | . 
8 my mamma had the goodneſs 
to inform you of the diſagreea- 
ble accident whereby the wriſt of my 
right hand was To much ſprained that 
I could make no manner of uſe of it, 
] hope you have not ſuffered any unea- 
ſineſs from my long ſilence, except the 
forrow, which, as a friend, you ought 
K 4 to 


CY 
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to feel, at my being deprived of the 
pleaſure of writing to you. I believe 
this is the firſt time ſince I learnt to 
uſe, or miſuſe, a pen, that I have 
paſſed above a month abſent from you 
without alleviating it by ſuch means as 
thoſe honeſt animals, geeſe, furniſh us 
with. This has been much the moſt 
mortifying conſequence of my ſprain; 
though I have found a thouſand diſa- 
greeable circumſtances attending it, as 
you will eaſily believe, who know that 
I loye to make uſe of my hands; but 
they were all trifling in compariſon of 
being prevented from communizating 
the effuſions, of my heart to my friend 
This therefore is the firſt, uſe I make of 
it's WARDS» for it is yet f far from 
Read well. 


1 
' 5 
1 


How much am 11 obliged to you, my 
ſweet couſin, for not making me doubly 


a ſufferer, by a ceſſation of our corre- 
ſpondence 
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ſpondence on your fide allo; * but 
while you lamented my enforced ſi- 
lence, at a time that you were, more. 
particularly anxious about me, you in- 
creaſed my impatience to be reſtored. to, 
the power of writing; and I believe I 
ſhould have hazarded an attempt to- 
wards it ſome days ago, had it not 
been for my mamma's anxious fears, 
of my bringing on laſting ill effects by 
a too early exerciſe of my hand; and I 
could not juſtify to myſelf the volun- 
tary wounding her through her tender- 
neſs for me; involuntarily, I give her 
too much uncaſineſs—but I muſt haſten 
to the account of myſelf during this 
long period. 


In little more 7 2 a week after I. 
laſt wrote to you we left London, and 
returned to chis place, accompanied by 


Miſs Auliagton's letters are + as 
nog mii eee, 12 
RL K 5 Sir 
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Sir Joſeph and his ſon. We had not 
arrived at the end of our journey be- 
fore my father began to ſuſpect Mr. 
Leonard's ſentiments for me; and he 
examined my mamma fo ſtrictly about 
it, that ſhe could not avoid acknow- 
ledging his ſufpicions were juſt. She 
uſed every argument to reconcile him 
to this diſappointment; urged that ! 
was not leſs nearly allied to him, nor 
leſs deſerving of his care and tender- 
neſs than Miſs Sophia. — That an alli- 
ance between me and my coufin would 
equally unite the families. That ſuch 
a change in his views would be no in- 
jury to my ſiſter, as ſhe had not the 
leaſt prepoſſeſſion in Mr. Leonard”; 
favor, and was entitled, by her fortune, 
to a man of equal, if not ſuperior eſtate. 
But all was to no purpoſe ; my father 
could not be brought to think with 
patience on the diſappointment of his 
favorite ſcheme. He juſtly urged that, 
| Mr. 


* 
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l Mr. Leonard's virtue, prudence, and 
« excellent underſtanding, rendered 


« him of all men the moſt proper to 


" regulate the conduct of a young wo: 
« man, who eminently required ſuch 


4a director and guide; and that the 
« ſweetneſs of his temper would enable 
« him to rectify her errors, and lead 
eher into a due conformity with his 
« inclinations, without making ber 
« reformation a ſuffering penance.— 
« That he knew no man who beheld 
the faults of others with fo much in- 
e dulgence, and yet was fo capable of 
{© correfting them, nor who had ſo few 
* of his own; obſerving alfo, that Sir 
« Joſeph's paſſion for me would ob- 
« {tru the uniting of our families by 
'© any other means, as his love and his 
OY were both too ſtrong, to 
** leave any room to hope that he would 
« conſent to a marriage between me 
k ſon, however weak his ex- 
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e pectations of being ener by me 
* himſelf,” 


"WE 5 3.4. 147 
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Aence as to the diſcoyery he had made, 
and we continued ignorant of it. Mr. 
Leonard put all poſſible conſtraint on 
himſelf; but the pain it gave him was 
very viſible. I carefully avoided being 
alone with bim; and the more aſſidu- 
ouſly, as be could not deny himſelf the 
liberty of relieving | his oppreſſed mind 
by the tendereſt addreſſes „ Which IL 
dared not encourage, yet had not 
power to reprove. Like, other weak 
animals, all my ſafety conſiſted in 
flight. I could not aſſume an air of in- 
di fference; I dared not confeſs my 
ſenſibility. In perpetual fears, leſt our 
ſentiments ſhould be diſcovered by our 


fathers, continually. perſecuted with Sir 

Joſeph's abſurd paſſion, afraid of lock · 

ing at Wa Leonard before witneſſes 
ak. „ watchful 
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watchful to avoid all private interviews 
with him ;, alarmed at the favourable 
eye Miſs Sophia began to, caſt, on him: 
I thought the uneaſineſs of my ſitua- 
tion could admit of no addition till this 
morning, when my father received a 
letter from Lord Wilton, who having 
performed the laſt duties to his de- 
ceaſed parent, and ſettled his moſt ur- 
gent affairs, applied for permiſſion to 
pay his addreſſes to me. 4 


. My father ſent for me down into his 
ſtudy, and holding the letter in his 
hand, Come hither Emilia, ſaid he, 
et me ſee what ſort of a counteſs you 
will make; I believe your good for- 
« tune exceeds your ambition; I fancy 
vou never. carried your views ſo high. 
« Here is a letter from the! earl of 
*, Wilgny Mich the offer of 2 coronet, 
* and a fortune ſuitable go his rank. 
* Tqur beauty bas, really done you 

* 2 
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* good ſervice ;” but continued he, 
« your good luck ſeems too much for 
« your ſpirits ;”” for I turned pale, 
and was ſeized with ſuch a tremor that 
_ I could ſcarcely read the letter. Hav- 
ing juſt caſt my eye over the contents, 
I heſitated. Lord Wilton-—does me 
* great honour, —but —Sir—you will 
s be ſo good“! So good as to let him 
* come,” ſaid my father, more volu- 
ble in his ſpeech than I could be, * to 
« be ſure my dear, I have returned him 
«an invitation by the ſervant that 
« brought this; there was no occaſion 
«to conſult you about the anſwer I was 
« to give; it admitted of no doubt, for 
What ftrange cauſe, (oh! ſay) yet 

unexplor'd, 
„Can make a gentle Belle reje a 
lord ? 

« Half the giris in England will be 
« ready to tear your eyes out; it is 
well if your fiſter does not pull your 
cap 
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« cap off, I can tell you; but let her, 
Emily, my lord will only have a 
e fuller view of your fine hair.“ 


This might be ſport to him but it 
was death to me; incapable as I was 
of joy or pleaſantry on this ſubject. 
Abaſhed, confuſed, frighted, I could 
make no anſwer, but, more dead than 
alive, retired to my chamber, where 
for ſome time I remained like one 
thunder ſtruck; my heart ſcarcely 
beat, my blood ſeemed ſtagnated, my 
ſenſes ſuſpended. The very different 
manner in which my father behaved, 
from what he had yet done on ſuch oc- 
caſions, made me think I had every 
thing to fear; but ſudden ſurprize and 
terror rendered me incapable of even 
developing my apprehenſions. 


In this ſtate of ſtupefaclion my mam- 
ma found me, half an hour after J had 
retired from my father's preſence. A- 

larmed 
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larmed at the palenefs af my counte- 
nance, ſhe caught me in her arms; 
her tender embrace unlocked my ſenſes, 
and I ours into tears. For a long 
time I wept on her neck, and by the 
heavitg of her boſom I perceived that 
ſne tenderly participated in my grief; 

but was ſilent. At length the power 
of ſpeech returned, and I cried out, 
«© Oh! Madam, what am I to expect 


« from my father? he ſurely will not 
e forſake his wonted generoſity ? why 


«is lord Wilton permitted to come 
« Hither on ſuch a buſineſs ?” 
eee iet Ie . 


«« Be compoſed my love,“ anſwered 
my mamma, * you terrify yourſelf too 
* much; your father has always acted 
* kindly, nobly, by you; do not di- 


« ſtruſt him; reflexion, joined with 


© his. tenderneſs for you, may eat a 


change in his reſolution.” _ 


"#71 17 
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KReſolution !“ ſaid I, has he 
* then taken one] And ſuch a one 
that my, happineſs depends on his 
changing it! Ah! Madam, you 
know he does not eaſily relinquiſh 
* what he; has once reſolved. What 
can ] do? you muſt be ſenſible, Ma- 
dam, that I cannot marry lard Wil- 
«ton; yet how tell my father the 
e reaſon why I can not ?” 
„dec v4 102 1 A » 
| „Alas my gear,” replied my mam- 
dpa, "JW nged not; tell, him he 
* knows too well. He diſcovered the 
7 mutual attachment between you and 
Ir. Leonard, before We. refuened to 
« « zhis houſe; and to chat is oxing bis 
« eager deſire to conclude a * 
4b between n you,and lo lord Wiltop. . 
155 you not an obſtruQion, to his — 
« for Mis Sophia, he would fill leave 
« to yourſelf the «Nog of your hand. 
But 
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« But convinced that ſhe can never rob 
you of a heart you have once gained, 
< while any hope remains of poſſeſſing 
« you, and while there is a poſſibility 
« love will hope, he ſeizes this oppor- 
„ tunity of removing you from Mr. 
<« Leonard's fight, and, at the ſame 
time, eſtabliſhing you to ſo great an 
oN mm 


Am I not mt his daughter, 
* with Miſs Sophia?” I replied, 
why then am I to W en to 
ber? ?“ | 


„Tou are, my love, equally Nis 
daughter,“ ſaid my mamma, e- 
, qually beloved, and far more eſteem- 
ed; but you know his views, and, 
as you obſerved, he does not eaſily 
* change his reſolutions; nor is it fit 
'< he ſhould, for they are generally 
humane and equitable, and he forms 
few 


* 


ö 
ö 
8 
| 
ö 
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* few that it would not be weakneſs 
ti toalter. Even in this caſe, wherein 
„hope he will not preſerve his ac- 
« cuſtomed ſteadineſs, he thinks he is 
« acting for your advantage; weaning 


you from an attachment which even 


his conſent could not render ſucceſs- 
ful; and eſtabliſhing your fortune 
« beyond the moſt ambitious wiſh of 
« your partial friends, by uniting you 
© with a man, who, we have no reaſon 
{© to believe unworthy of your heart, 
e and whoſe affection and generofity 
« he thinks cannot fail of making an 
e impreſſion on it. But you are too 
« apprehenſive; do not injure fo good 
« parent by your exceſſive fears. 
« You may hope every thing from his 
« tenderneſs. Leave him time to cool 
« on a proſpe& ſo propitious to his de- 
« ſigns, and paternal love will reſgne 
it's power.“ 


Ia 
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In this manner my mamma encou- 
raged me, and ſome dawnings of hope 
broke in upon my mind, but they 
were too faint to diſpel the melancholy 
which ſpread from my heart to my 
countenance. The anxious, the ten- 
derly watchful Mr. Leonard ſoon diſ- 
covered the new impreſſion; he was 
immediately infected. He heard no- 
thing that was ſaid to him, nor ſaid 
any thipg to others; but ſilent and 
abſent ſeemed loſt in thought. The 
ſight of him increaſed my uneaſineſs, 
and as ſoon as poſlible after dinner 1 
tired inte my un mom. gte 


25 e head- ach is my pretence, 
or rather my apology, for not appear- 
ing at ſupper, for the pain is real; 
though inſtead of going to bed, as is 
ſuppoſed, I fat down to write to my 
dear Charlotte, To what purpoſe 


ſhould I go to bed? You may imagine 
that 


FILIAL DUTY. 213 


chat were Morpheus to ſhed all his pop- 
pies round my pillow, their influence 
would not ſuffice to procure me a good 
night's reſt; but by opening my heart 
to my friend I have brought my ſpirits 
to ſome degree of compoſure. 


How powerful ; is the dominicn ot 
the mind over the body? I did not 
believe it poſſible for me to have writ- 
ten three pages; but the relief 1 fee] 
in this melancholy communication with 
my deareſt friend, has enabled me to 
write a long letter. But every power 
has it's bounds, I have extended that of 
my mind to it's utmoſt limits, my hand 
will not ſuffer me to add more than 
that I am, at all times, | 

My dear Charlottes 
Moſt ſincerely affectionate | 
nden LEONARD. 
pP. 8 You ſhall hear from me again 


by the next poſt. 
3 LETTER 
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ERT TERS; xv; 


From THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


N purſuance of my promiſe I again 

take my pen to continue the ac- 
count of what has paſſed, though were 
I to addreſs any other than my dear 
Charlotte, I think the taſk would ex- 
ceed my power, ſo dejected, ſo agitated 
are my ſpirits; but as the ſuperior ne- 
ceſſity we find for a friend in ſeaſons of 
diſtreſs, rather increaſes our tenderneſs 
for them, my griefs ſeem lightened 
by pouring them forth to you; ſenſi- 
ble that you will ſhare the burden, the 
load that oppreſſes me grows leſs heavy 
by communication, and yet I reproach 
myſelf for making ſo ungenerous an 
uſe of your friendſhip, It is certain 


that my afflictions are the laſt things I 
would 


oo” Hr G ”  I_y CE = 
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would wiſh my friend to partake of, 
but yet there is ſuch pleaſure in all 
kinds of participation with | thoſe we 
love, that as I woeld chuſe to ſhare her 
ſorrows, I imagine ſhe would not ex- 
cuſe me were I to deny her a portion 
of mine. When l had finiſhed my laſt 
letter I went to bed, but having found 
it to no purpoſe, I roſe at break of day, 
intending to ſeck refreſhment from the 
morning air; but in paſſing the win- 
dow, I ſaw Mr. Leonard walking in 
the garden; where he continued till 
he found the reſt of the family were 
riſen, I ſuppoſe, with an intention of 
getting an opportunity to ſpeak to me; 
but as that was the thing I moſt feared, 
I kept out of fight; and did not leave 
my room till I was called down to 
breakfaſt. 


On 
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On my firſt appearance, the heavi- 
neſs of my ſwelled eyes, and the pale- 


neſs of my complexion, put my old 


lover into a great fuſs; for the knight 
is tolerably addicted to a fuſs; and the 
multitude of queſtions he aſked, con- 
cerning my health would have been 
more inſufferable, had not the confu- 


ſion he put me in brought back ſome 


of that colour to my cheeks, about the 
abſence of which he made ſo many en- 
quiries. 


Mr. Leonard left the r room as ſoon as 
breakfaſt was over ; fearful of meeting 
him I would not retire, as uſual, alone, 
but ſat waiting till my mamma, or ſiſ- 
ter, choſe to move; when my father, 


miſſing his ſnuff-box, ſent me into his 


ſtudy for it. In the hall ! found Mr. 
Leonard, who had poſted himſelf there 
in hopes of the opportunity my father 


thus procured him, He caught hold 
| | of 


cc 


cc 


of my hand, and preſſing it to his lips, 
ſaid, my deareſt Emilia, you are un» 
« happy ; ſomething aMifts, ſomething 
« diſtreſſes you; for heaven's ſake take 
e pity on my anxiety, and tell me what 


is the matter.” Do not aſk me,” 


I anſwered, you will Know too ſoon, 
e cannot tell you, indeed I cannot;?D* 
and tears coming too plentifully into 
my eyes, I drew away my hand, and 
leaving him - petrified with : aſtoniſh- 
ment, made the beſt haſte T could to 
perform the ſmall bulineſs I had been 


1 


A ignorance did not continue — 
my father thought himſelf obliged to 
inform Sir Joſeph of the rival that was 
expected; telling him that, © he hoped 
the preference his daughter might 
give to a young nobleman of great 
fortune, would make no alteration 


in the intimacy between their fami- 
Vor. I. 


L hes ; 
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„ies gl that; could he have obtained 
my conſent he ſhould with great plea- 
& ſure have received him for his ſon- 
in- law; but as his wiſhes in that re- 
ic ſpect had not been anſwered; he flat- 
« tered himſelf that ſhould lord Wil- 
« ton prove more ſucceſsful, he would 
« not take it amiſs if he 7 acquitſced | in 


& my choice.” 
1 1 


The knight it dens was Moch 
ſhocked, and knew not What to fay ; 
he felt the juſtice of lord Wilton's be- 
ing preferred to him, and could not 
doubt but he would be ſo; nor was he 
| abſurd enough to think, that it would 
give him any reaſonable cauſe of com- 
plaint, either againſt me or my father. 
He walked about the room with great 
hafte and agitation, puffed and blew, 
wiped his face, and puſhed his wig al- 
moſt off his head, ſtamped on the 


* ora wrutig | bis bands, looked at 
| himſelf 
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himſelf in the glaſs and afier having 


for a conſiderable tinie exerciſed him- 
ſelf in this manner, he cried, Can't 
« help it—it muſt be ſo—hard caſe— 
* d-— all lords——plague take the 
00 fool—wh at had he to do—ſweet crea- 
ture —a counteſs — Ah! there's no 
hope dear girl I can't bear it. 
And away he trotted into, the 9 7 
with all the ſpeed he was able. He 
had not paced about there long, be- 
fore his ſon, obſerving from his cham-· 


ber the unuſual agitation his father Was 


in, went down to him, to enquire the 
cauſe; nor was the knight tardy in 
telling. it him. My mamma paſſed by 
at that inſtant, and perceiving Mr. 
Leonard was ready to faint, ſhe eaſily 
divined the occaſion of it, and joined 
the knight, to give his ſon an opportu· 
nity of retiring, of which he took i im- 
mediate advantage; and, beyond my 
mamma's expectation, had juſt ſtrength 

L 2 enough 
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enough to get to his tham ber, where 
he locked himſelf in, and remained, 
cl dinner aſſembled us in n the parlour. 


2A „% maine ad- in ſome meaſure 

conſoled the old knight, and brought 
him to a reſolution of leaving the 
houſe before the arrival of lord Wil- 
ton. He was fo engroſſed by his own 
mortification, that he did not obſerve 
his ſon looked as ill as if he had un- 
dergone a long fit of ſickneſs. My fa- 
ther was not fo inattentive; I ſaw he 
took notice of it, and was much diſ- 
pleafed ; he coloured, and bit his lips; 
and with much difficulty ſuppreſſed his 
anger. In the afternoon Sir Joſeph 
took his leave with ſome abruptneſs, 
and more agitation; he told his ſon he 
hoped he would be more ſucceſsful 
with one of the family, than himſelf 
had been with the other; and coming 


up to n ſaid, „he was ſure I could 
> not 
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not refuſe him a parting Kiſs; 7, I 
ſhewed no reluctance, and he took one 
that proved, he knew it was to laſt 
for life, for indeed it was ſufficient for 
that term; then telling me, 40 J might 
* have a younger lover, bit never one 
*« that loved me better, he went away 
ſobbing ſo violently, that I could not 
farbear ſhedding ſome tears for him, 
though I had before ſhed ſo many for 
- Myſelf, that one would have thought 
the tource _— have been exhauſted, 

. 7 8M 
His ſon ind truly to pity him, 
but is himſelf a juſter object of com- 
paſſion, at leaſt in my eyes, for he 
looks ſo pale, and ſeems ſo u as 
greatly alarms me. Surely Jam ſuſfi- 
ciently unhappy, to have little reuſen 
to fear ſtil] greater evils, but yet I am 
full of terrors, Could I but fre; Mr. 
Leonard more ag eaſe, I fancy I cguld 
e every migfartune that could he- 
L 3 fall 
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"fall me, at leaſt my apprekenfions for 


bim make every other evil appear light 
in compariſon. The ſubject I have 


fallen upon ſtops my pen. Adieu, 
_ dear C harlotte, q 


t $4 | "Believe me ever) your $ A | 


* » 


Rui Lzowan. 
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- My deareſt friend, g. ot 2300! 
Y fears were but too juſt; every 
hour after I -finiſhed my laſt 
letter increaſed them; and 1 ſoon found 
chat all Thad till then ſuffered was, in 
a manner; only the beginning of for- 
rows Mr. Leonard grew very Ill be- 


- 


5 | fore 
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fore night, the next morning as 
light · headed; and a phyſician was ſent 
for, who declared, his fever ſo . 
that he was apprehenſive tor his life. 

t 

_ if you can, the difrattion 
of my mind. I was little more in my 
ſenſes than he was, till my mamma 
gave me leave to attend him; and 
therein I found great relief; in my 
care and attention I felt a melancholy 
ſatisfaction which ſoftened my ſorrow; 
and my thoughts were ſo wholly fixed 
on what. he ſuffered, that I almoſt fore. 
got the cauſe; which had been the. 
principal part of my affliction, 1) ] hope 
I.never was ſo unreaſonable as to ex · 
pect my friends ſnhould be exempted. 
from ſickneſs or dangers, but to think 
* 0 


occaſion was Wi Hl 


11 


His Aelirivim ca two dow 
ba bleeding and bliſters have proved 


L 4 ſo 
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10 effectual, that after à ſnort ſleep he 


waked this morning toferably rational, 
though his fever ſtill continues very 
violent, By the recovery of his ſenſes 
I.am deprived of my beſt conſolation, 
as I can now no longer attend him; I 
go to his door every hour, and his 
narſe, on the ſignal we had agreed 
upon, comes and gives me what ac- 
count ſhe can of him; but it is very 
unſatis factory. My apprehenſions di- 
ſtract me; my mind is in a tumult; I 
never before was in a ſtate of fuch anxi- 
ety. You will no longer call me a 
| philoſopher. I fear I want a ſupport 
more eſſential than philoſophy, for at 
beſt, that is but = poor one, as Romeo 
fays, ** it cannot make a Juliet?” I 
eould be content with knowing myſelf 
deficient in philoſophy, if I did not 
fear being deſtitute of due patience 
and reſignation, from a better motive; 

| . and 
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and there cannot be à ſtronger. proof 
of it than the "inability I feel, a * 
ang even to my deareſt friend. 4 


Durs ever, | 
EuiLIA LEONARD: : 


= 
. 
- * : of 
* 
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L ET TE R XVI. 
Miſs CHARLOTTE AxLivotos, Foy 
-Mifs Emilia LEONARD. 


H! my Emily, in what a ſtate 
cor anxiety have your letters in- 
volved me! I neither know how to 
write to you, nor to forbear writing. 
I ſhare your grief, without being able 
to lighten your burden. If a daugh- 
ter, ſo dutiful as you have ever been, 
cannot obtain indulgen ce, it will diſ- 
eQurage any ans from attempting tot 
L 5 follow ' 
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follow your example. Mr. Leonard 
ſhould | take cate of what ne does; : ma- 
ny fathers may ſuffer by his "rigor. 
How unfortunate that obſtinacy ſhould 
have fixed it's ſeat (for ſurely no one 
ever had fo much) in a heart where fo 
many virtues dwell; for that he poſſeſſes 
"many; no one can deny; but ſurely he 
is very erroneous in the diſpoſition of 
his- indulgences; he has indulged one 
daughter, certainly to her detriment, 
tao probably to her ruin; and ſhews no 
indulgence to another, where reaſon 
would juſtify, and humanity demands 
it. Though Sir Joſeph's untimely ay 
fion, muſt obſtruct your marriage lat 
| preſent at leaſt) with your couſin," yet 
the neceſſi ty” of uniting the families, is 
not ſufficient ro excuſe your _—_— | 
$ vehement defire of it. N 


Ho abſt urd the pu chat denne 


him to aim, by fuch eruel means, at 
Continuing 
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continuing his own branch in the re- 
maining line of the Leonard family 
and how mean to have ſet his heart on 
enriching it with Miſs. Sophia's large 
Fortune! Who, in the next generation, 
will ever reflect, that ſuch an union 
was formed, or, if they did reflect up- 
on it, would the more eſteem either 
the family, or your father's memory? 
The fooliſh, the abſurd reſources, of 
pride, ever catching at ſhadows for it's 
gratification, would. be juſt matter only 


for contempt and ridicule, did they not 


too often bring on others very ſubſtan- 
tial evils; ; Should Mr. Charles Leo- 
nard prove the victim, or the beſt of 
daughters ſacrifice her happineſs tu his 
caprice how dreadful muſt be his un- 

avalling repentance! Could pride or 
obſtinacy offer him any. confolation, 
were he to follow the one to an un- 


timely gravel. or ſee the other ſinking 


under affliction; and forrow ſtealing 


1106 from 


* 
4 


28 THE TEST OF 
from her effectually, though flowly, a 
lie which nature deſigned ſhould prove 
| Vrheficial to many? — The thought is 

wo dreadful ! Oh that I eould tranſ- 


has raiſed in mine! It would ſurely 
force him to relinquiſh his purpoſe z 
80 motive he now has could fland a- 
gainſt it. My ſpirits are fo affected 
by the dreadful phantoms of my me- 
lancholy imagination, that I ean write 
no more, except wo beg to hear from 
you as often as poſſible. I eannot ex- 
preſs the anxious impatience with 
which I wait for your next letter. My 
beſt wiſhes, my moſt ardent prayers: 
is your's, and will ever be ſo while it 
a tis en ya W 4 
Tenderz affetionate, | 


— by * 1 
- = 


- CnanLoTTE — 


LETTER 


ſiuſe into his mind the horror that it 


. 
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L. 11 * R xvm. 


Mi EMTIIA LEONARD Ws: | 
 CRATLOTTS Ae 1s! 


Y diſtreſs is now Ve — 

Lord Wilton is arrived. — My 
facher received him with joy and cor- 
diality ; my mamma with politeneſs ;' 
but in me he ſaw nothing but eoldneſs 


y and dejection. He complained, and F 


wept. Had not a conſiderable abate- 


ment of Mr. Leonard's fever abated 


my apprehenſions for his life, T'know 
not whether any * other circumſtance,” 
even lord Wilton's arrival, could have 
made an imprefſion on me; but being 


ro relieved from the moſt diſtreſſing 


of my fears, F am PRE 1 
other — EN 


* *.4 7 v3; N. 1 
I . 110. 
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Yeſterday morning, my father ob- 
ſerying/ lord : Witron's diſcontented 
countenance, took me into his ſtudy, 
and with great ſeverity reproved me 
for my conduct. The violence of my 
grief gave me courage. I intreated 
him to act with his uſual generoſity, : 
declared that, I could not marry 
Jord Wilton without being injurious 
* to, him,, cruel. $0 my {els and render- 
ing both unhappy. I expreſſed, in 
the moſt dutiful terms, my deſire to 
* obey every command of his,” but 
urged, the wretchedneſs which obe- 
+ dience in this point, muſt bring on 
* m6 3:4 aſſured, him, 1 would ſa- 
4 crifice myſelf, to his will, if he in- 
« ſiſted, upon it, whatever were the, 
| « conſequences, but intreated his com- 

« paſſion, and to be ſpared this hard 
trial of my duty. I waſhed his 
hands, his feet with my tears. -My 


mamma, who was preſent, united both 
* her 
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her prayers and tears with mine; but 
without effect. He told her, this 
« was the firſt time he ever had reaſon 
5 to complain of her behaviour; but 
ehe took it extremely amiſs, that ſhe 
« ſhould thus thwatt _ een 5 
„elination. i 038 L013] 2; 

ue, 224 ca e sd 
Shocked at having been the cauſe ve 
my excellent mother's incurring his an- 
ger, and deprived of every hope of 
moving his compaſſion, 1 withdrewto 
my chamber, to lament, to reproach 
myſelf for an attachment which SOT 
me "my averſe to Fn father $ will | 
Oh! my Charlotte, what wit you 55 
to me for being thus refractory? to me 
who have always acknowleged the i im- 
plicit obedience due to a parent. Be 
aſſured, my friend, that however weak, 
lam not yet ſo guilty but chat I would, 
N without 
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wichout oppoſition, though with pain 
greater than at the ſeparation of foul 
and body, obey n father, did not my 
conſcience tell me, that by uniting my · 
ſelf in ſuch facred bands with Lord Wil- 
ton, when my heart is ſo averſe, I ſhould 
repay, his generoſity and love by an ir- 
reparàble injury. Even Mr. Leonard's 

diſtreſs ſhould not hinder me; he is 
equally faulty in this raſh attachment, 
and it is but juſt we fhould both endure 
the puniſhment ; though I ſhould ſuffer 
leſs could I bear it all, for I feel more 
ſenſibly in him than for myſelf; but juſ- 
tice and gratitude to Lord Wilton are 
my chief impediments. However, if my 
father will not relent; if his londſhip, 
notwithſtanding my viſible averſeneſs, 
mould ſtil] | ptrſevere, I am determined 


| to-facrifice myſelf to my duty; and en- 
deavour to make Lord Wilton the beſt 
amends I can far the want af my heart, 
b ee Sy. * 
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by the moſt complaiſant attentions and 
| boundleſs ſubmiſſion, He has no rea» 
ſon to think I have more to give him; 
he muſt ſee ſomething in my behaviour 
beyond indifference; that ſurely may, 
with reſpect to him, in ſome. degree, ae- 
quit me to my conſcience. The ſitua- 
tion of my heart has always had ſo 
powerful an influence over my conſti- 
tution, that J flatter myſelf I ſhould 
not long trouble him. I have ever con- 
ſidered this world as a place of trial; 
where the trials are moſt ſevere they 
are generally the ſhorteſt ; and if I could 
fee Mr. Leonard reconeiled tos dif 
appointment, which now ſo ſeverely 
afflicts him, I ſhould die contented 
with thinking 1 had fallen a victim to 
my duty and be happy in the expec- 
tation of going where neither my paſ- 
ſions nor my errors will follow me 
n theſe partial artachments to the 
a | creature 


234 THE TEST OF. 


creature give place to love and adorgs 
tion of the Steat creator. 


T Mr. TY i Ril don to his 
bed; he has moſt earneſtly intreated to 
ſee me, but I dare not truſt myſelf 
with ſuch an interview; ſo difficult as 
the conqueſt now is of duty over incli- 
nation, how. will the former keep it's 
ground, when it's powerful enemy is 
aided by all the eloquence of his love. 
I ſhall endeavour to avoid ſeeing him 
till my fate is decided, that I may not 
increaſe; the difficulty of my taſk ; and 
if I am doomed to this wretched mar- 
tage, if poſſible, I will never fee him 
more. After being the wife of another 
could not behold him without guilt, 
as my heart would ſuggeſt. to me his 
boundleſs - ſuperiority over the man 
whom I ought. moſt to love andeſteem ; 
and a parting interview would only in- 
175 creaſe 
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kreaſe a diſtreſs, the very thought of 
TE 1s Owe Wau 100 Ra 


7 


Oh! my Charldire; that I could but 
have the conſolation of your preſence 
in this my unhappy: fituation! To my 
dear mamma indeed I can ſpeak with- 
out 'reſerve, and ſhe teriderly ſympa- 

thizes with me; but it is too much for 
one friend to beat all the burden of my 
diſtreſs. My father is not only deaf to 
- al} ſhe can urge in my behalf, but very 
much offended at her undertaking my 
cauſe; which greatly adde to my 
- wretchedneſs ; for childten dught to 
be the cement of affection between 
their parents, not the occaſions of diſ 
ſention ; and ſhe is extremely grieved. 
at my father's anger, though from her 
great tenderneſs to me ſhe generouſly 
expoſes herſelf to it; and to the diſ- 
obliging of him, to whom ſhe bas 
"hitherto been all ſubmiſſion. 


— 


4 „ — 
. * A : 
pe —— 


* 
— — OREN 2 


0 » 
F 
4 
| 
| 


% 


—— = 
a. * 


— — oa rrp. — 


1 = 


£ 
4 
- —U— ES * 


She 


236 THE TEST or 


She has kindly undertaken to make 
one more effort. She is to intreat him 
to find out ſome other expedient to ſa- 
tisfy his views; aſſuring him that if 
he can deviſe any means but this mar- 
riage 1 ſhall ſubmit myſelf to it with joy 
and gratitude, | I have offered to leave 
the kingdom, and to conceal myſelf 
from Mr. Leonard's knowlege in any 
convent he ſhall appoint, and to re- 
main there even my whole life if be 
commands it; or if he is more indul- 
gent, till ſuch time as my abſence ſhall 
no longer appear deſirable. to him. 
This you will think but a \melan- 
choly deſtination z,, and ſo. ingeed it 
is; but compared with marrying that 
inſipid ae it is much the moſt 


. Hor ** that I muſt for his:rifling 
converſation relinquiſh the only conſo- 
uation 
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lation left me, the writing to my f 
eſt friend, but I am ſummoned to \ 
AASA however ungillingly, ad | 
0 18 | Your's alſetionarly, | 
May 2, | 
Jy i thy, 1 Ae 


e Cn ts 


Miſs Em1t1a Leonard, to Mifs 
CHARLOTTE ARLINGTON. 


My ever dear friend. 
Will not wait for your anfwer to 
my laſt letter, though I may expect 
it to-morrow, but give you the earlieſt 
account I can of the en _ fa 
vr. affairs. | 


pee Tasse tee Und b u 
a very hard conflict to undergo. My 
. 2 father 
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father and Lord Wilton were gone out 
on horſeback, to take a view of ſome 
beautiful grounds in this neighbour- 
hood. My mamma had walked to 
viſit ſome ſick: neighbours ; Miſs So- 
phia was fiſhing in the canal. Lwas. 
taking a lover-like advantage of foli- 
tude, and deeply abſorbed in a riverie, 
on my melancholy proſpects, tears were 
falling, from my eyes. when, railing 
them to the door, which I heard gently 
opened, I ſaw Mr. Leonard enter, 
jeaning on his nurſe, whoſe ſtrengtn 
ſcarcely ſufficed to ſupport his trem- 
bling ſteps. Frighted at ſeeing bim 
in my toom, who I knew the doctor 
had forbiden to leave his bed; ſhocked 
at his pale emaciated figure I ſcreamed 
out. His nurſe guided him to a chair 
near me; and while ſhe withdrew, he 
intreated me not to be alarmed, but 
compoſedly to grant him a ſhort au- 
i dience. The latter part of his requeſt 
I had 
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I had as little power to deny, as to 
grant the reſt. I heard him it is true, 
but with ſo little compoſure, that I can 
give you no perfect account of what he 
ſaid, only the purport of it I well com- 
prehend. He told me, that * finding 
«* it equally impoſſible to prevail with 
* me to vilit him, or to live without 
« ſpeaking to me, he had engaged his 
e nurſe to watch for an opportunity 
« when he might ſee me alone, and 
3 learning from her how the family 
« was diſperſed, he had ſo far over- 
“ruled her care as to prevail with her 
« to-ſuffer him to riſe, and dreſs; and 
to give, him her aſſiſtance to get to 
3 my chamber; not daring to aſk ad- 
« mittance, for fear of being refuſed 


60 i. 


Be - than bogged to know my inten- 
tions in regard to Lord Wilton. I 
told him frankly, that, I was trying 
N every 
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© every means to obtain from my * 
« ther the liberty of rejecting his ad- 
« dreſſes; and though hitherto T had 
been unſucceſsful, yet I was not en- 
ce tirely without hope ;” ſuppreſſing at 
the ſame time the ſlighteſt intimation 
of the offer on which my hopes were 
founded. But,” ſaid he, © ſuppoſe 
* your father ſhould continue obſtinate, 
* and ſtill inſiſt on your giving Lord 
* Wilton your hand, what then do 
o you intend ? on what do * deter- 


1 66 mine — 


On any thing,” 1 en te hut 
diſobedience.“ That,“ interrupt 

ed he, is ſay ing you will marry him; 
eis that poſſible! *I know not what 
« I can do,” I replied, «I only know 
<« that I cannot diſobey my father. 

é The little time, I hope, I have to 
& live, 1 will live innocent of fuch an 


10 offence; 1 will not carry guilt with 
cc me 
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« me into eternity.” Though my 
licht was almoſt drowned. with my, 
tears, yet 1 could diſcern the effect 
theſe words had on Mr. Leonard. It 
is impollible to deſcribe the agonies of 
my mind; affeftion, compaſſion, and 
duty, exciting various ſenſations, nearly 
diſtracted me; and when he recovered 
himſelf ſufficiently. to ſpeak, he did 
not take the means to calm me. Be. 
obſerved that, my oppoſition to 
<« this marriage, lhewed, it was con- 
ce * trary to my inclinations, or he ſhould 
e not preſume to oppoſe, what might 
« be eſteemed ſo much to my advan- 
* tage but ſince it was repugnant to 
< my heart, he thought he ſtood ex- 
a cuſed, in urging what his own. paſ- 
< ſion ſuggeſted.” _ | He then faid 
much on the bounds to which paternal, 
power ought to be confined ; but. his 
arguments were more agreeable to my 

Vor. I. M inclinations 


* 
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inclinations, than to my conſcience. He 
cold me, * the ellate he inherited at 


his mother': 5 death, though far be- 


T neath my merits, was ſufficient, to 
« afford us 2 competence in retire- 
et ment; and then preſented a plan of 
« quiet life to me in the moſt alluring 
* colours, accompanied with the ten- 
« dereſt aſſurances of unilterable love, 
« ind the moſt afſiduous attentions to 
* N happineſs.” * In ſhort, he drew 


my Charlotte! why ſhould it be FRE 
me ever to inhabit it! But I will not 
tepine; it would not be A fit ſtate for 
a mortal being; my very wortilley 
would poiſon the enjoyment ; ; for how 
could 1 bear the thought of leaving it 
for another? I intreated him © to 


« ſhare me on this ſübhect; ke might 


fender me more wretehed, but could 
« never make me aildbedient” How 
8 duincut 


2 


— 


% ͤ ͤ ͤ KF 
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difficult was it to reſiſt his tender di- 
ſtreſs! How was I ſeveral times ready 
to ſacrifice my duty to his ſollicita- 
tions! I was terrified at my own 


weakneſs, and the power I found he 
had over me. My fears of this f inter- 


view were well juſtified by the diftreſs- 
ful combat to which it expoſed. me. | 


Not leſs than two kours did this ſe 


vere trial continue; and though | at 


length I convinced him that he could 
not perſuade me to ſuch a marriage as 
he propoſed, yet I could not bring 
him to acquieſce with compoſure in 
my determination; but I believe, he 
telt ſome fatisfa&tion in diſcovering 


f (for who on ſuch an occaſion can regu- 


late e — all the A 


that were 1.left at my liberty, though 
M 2 deſtitute 


—  — — — — —f 


* üb es r or : 


deſtitute of the leaſt hope of being | 
united with him, I would never give 
my hand to another. I could not pre- 
vail with him to return to the bed he 
ſhould not have left, till the nurſe, 
who was his ſpy, came to inform him, 
that my father and lord Wilton were 
riding up the avenue. I ſhared the 
pleaſing taſk of leading him back to 
his chamber; which indeed, I believe, 
it would not have been poſſi ble for the 
nurſe then te have done alone the 
agitzrion of his ſpirits having conſum- 
ed his Rttle ſtrength, He was ex- 
tremely al the remainder of that day 
and the next 3 but {cems now to be 
. —-xrom"g | 


. 


| My mamma a urges „e rech 
1 mentioned to you, but with doubtful 
ſucceſs; my father appears touched, 
but docs not reſolve. "Bw ſays, he 
does 
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does not like thoſe, convents, as he 
* js. well convinced, that notwithſtand- 
ing their promiſes to the contrary, 
„ they. always endeavour to convert 
« the young proteſtants that go 0 
them; and though he believes me 
« extremely well inſtructed in my reli- 
« gion; yet the inſidious arts of the 
confeſſors and nuts, joined with the 
% melancholy which would naturally 
pꝑoſſeſs my mind, might have an ef- 
fect on me; and ſhould that prove 
« the caſe, he ſhould never forgive 
« himſelf for mf: me 10 dr de- 
« Jufions,” n e We" 
| * * 
My dias irreſolution proceeds 
from motives worthy of him, but it 
continues me in the cruelleſt of all ſi- 
tuationg, anxiety. and ſuſpenee. I am 
hourly expoſed to the odious addreſſes 
of lord Wilton, without knowing in 
| I. 3 3 what 
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what manner to receive them. I dare 
not too much offend the man, who, 
poſſibly I may be obliged to marry. 
Horrid thought! Can that ever be! 
Much rather would IJ wed my grave. 
The very poſſibility of ſuch a connex- 
ion with any man, but one, ſeems to 
thock' my nature. I will not terrify 
myſelf with the ſuppoſition. Surely 
my father's irreſolution flatters me with 
better hopes; by allowing time for 
compaſſion and: paternal tenderneſs to 


plead my cauſe, he almoſt ſecures to 


me ſueceſ Wherever my deſtination 
is, I ſhall be contented z J would travel 
with joyful ſteps, tho? it were to the de- 


tarts of Arabia; but could 1 be well 


concealed in ſome place near my Char- 
Jotte's habitation, the meaneſt hovel 
would become a bower of bliſs ; for her 


ſdciety muſt always give happineſs to 
her i ce Dio Wo 


* EMIL LEONARD. 
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N the ne enen me 
vhen I laſt wrote, I continued till 
yeſterday, when my father coming into 
my chamber, as my mamma and 'I 
were ſizting together, too 2 chair by 
vs, and began, Emilia, I have been 
i ſame days confidering ofthe laſt re. 
queſt you made me. To find you 
6 ſo averſe to che nale eſtabliſniment 
„ dord Wilton: ofers/ vou, gives me 
great uncaſineſt. Be aſſured, you 
are not ſeſs dear to: me than Sophia 
I have never till nom had a fault to 
nad with your conduct; I wiſn 1 
* eould ſay the fame of your ſiſter. 
| M 4 | "op 
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Every action of your life, every 
% thought I have heard you Mter, has 
«« deſerved my approbation andeeſteem; 
but, though you ſtand higher f in my 
good opinion, till you are 'both 
12 ** equally dear to my heart, and I wiſh 
« toſke each happy: Lord Wilton has 
« offered the means of making you ſo. 
Sophia ſeems diſpoſed more to my 
« wiſhes than ſhe ever yet was; but 
now the obſtruction to my hopes is 
sto come from you. I have frequent- 
«ly promiſed your mother that I 
« would never force your choice in 
marriage nor will I break my word. 
The dutiful aſſurances you ſtill give 
<, me, that you will ſubmit tò my com- 
e mands, if I perſiſt in them, only ren- 
« der, me more unwilling to exerciſe 
% the power you acknowledge, while 
«you, Heprecate' it. When I afflict 
„you and your mother, I am at leaſt 
. an 
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an equal ſufferer ;; but ſhould I git 
up my favourite view for Sophia, 
you muſt be ſenſible Sir Joſeph would 
not conſent to the completion of 
« your wiſhes : why ſhould I not then 
« endeayour to ſecure: to her that hap- 
e pineſs which: it is not in my power 
« to. obtain for you #4, Jam ſenſible this 
cannot be effected while you are in 
« my houſe. To your going abroad, 

.« eſpecially: into a convent, 1 have in- 
ſurmountable objections; but thus 
* far I will carry my complaiſance, and 
« it is to a ſtrange length; if you can 
think of any place in this kingdom 
« to which you can retire," and where 
yu can remain entirely concealed, 
even from the diligent ſearch of 4 
« Tover; and that you prefer ſo ſtrange 
oy ſtep to marrying the man who of- 
© fers' you wealth, grandeur, and all 
< the pleaſures the- world can beftow 
ON M 5. o 


- 
— 
— —— — 
— — 
1 
CY 


myſelf at my father's feet, and thanked 


=” 
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on thoſe who have the joint advan- 
tages of youth, "ſplendor, and for- 
tune; I will, however repugnant 
bath to my inclination and judg- 
** ment, conſent to it; for I know 1 
wife s, not to diſcover the place of 
„ e ay one whatſoever.” 
10 

Yom: may, poſly, my *** friend, 
think this no very gracious boon, but 
it appeared to me in ſo different a light, 
that, by an involuntary motion, I threw 


him fer his indulgent goodneſ, with 
ſuch aqkens of exceſſi vt joy, a5 drew 
t5ars-from his eyes. How is it poſſi 
“ hle, aid he, my Emilia can re- 
ice in the. proſpect of ſo forlom a 
4 ſiguazion d: How great indeed muſt 
*.yqus averſion be to this marriage ! 
H ve yen would have e 


= % 
& \ 
- 
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had I required it! Qh 1 my. child. 
how affecting is ; your Obedience! 
* Your daughter, turning to my 
mamma, is indeed worthy of you. 
It is impoſſible to part with her; 


* ſhe deſerves that I ſhould erage; an 
my views to ſuch merit. 
* 


No, Sir,” ſaid I. let me intreat 
you to keep your purpoſe; do not 
* give me the mortification of think · 
ing that I have nat done all in my 
power to prevent my being an impe- 
* diment to the completion of the 
«wiſhes of the beſt of fathers. Sepa- 
tation is the moſl. likely. means af 
* preaking that mutual attachment 
* which.is altagether hapeleſs; abſence- 
may extinguiſh: a paſſion which can. 
* only ſerve to make t ]¼ ˙ perſons un- 
happy, it is much out intereſt to uſe 
er wean id rander it effectual. 1. 
vr M. 6; | am 
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am ready to go, br; wherever you 
« pleaſe; out of this houſe all places 
«are alike to me. ' While you and my 
4 mamma remember me with affection, 
t 2nd: eondeſcend to inform me of it, 
J eannot be ſo unhappy as new that 
<< am ſenſible I render you both ſo.“ 


I mould be too tedious, even for my 

Charlotte's patience, were 1 to repeat 

the converſation that enſued ;_- ſuffice it. 
to ſay, that it was agreed, the Dean of 
, my mamma's eldeſt brother, 

mould be conſulted, both in the choice 
of the place for my ſecluſion, and the 
manner of conveying” me thither; his 
kind partiality, and the parental care 
he has abways ſhewn for me, and which 
ke; thinks due to me as his god · daugli- 

ter; giving them reaſon to believe he 
vill intereſt himſelf ſincerely in it. 
My mamma rote to him directly; and 
As 12 9 F/ | we 
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we expect him every hour. Not a hint 
has been dropped in the houſe of my 
intended departure; Miſs Sophia“ is 
even ignorant of it. My father this 
morning acquainted lord Wilton. with 
my. abſolute determination not to ac- 
cept the honour he offers me. He was 
more afflited than ſurpriſed. My cons 
duct had given him great reaſon to ex- 
pect a refuſal; but F confeſs, I could 
not ſee the effects the certainty of it 
had upon him, without very great un. 
eaſineſs. My father fiys, 1 reject ſin- 
dere and ſerious addreſſes, with fo. 
much pain, that he wonders, for my 
own eaſe, 1 ds — accept nt. : 


M e e aa ae Us] 
. tremely, when I give pain to thoſe who 
are rendered ſenſibie of it only by 
their partiality to meꝶ to- grieve thoſe 
Ne to pleaſe me, ſeems an un- 
grateful: 
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grateful and unnatural return; hut to 
lacrifice my happineſs would not be 
tibe means of confirming theirs; for it 
cannot be found in the marriage ſtate, 
except affection be mutual; therefore, 
were 1 paſſeſſed of the molt heroic ge- 
e it wal find an r 
* mind is in ſtrange agitation z I 
am joyful beyond meaſure, at being 
dehvered from all ſolicitations in re- 
gard to lord Wilton; hut my heart 
bleeds at the thought of being tern 
from. my dear mamma; removed be- 
yopd the hope of ſecing of a long, per- 
baps a, very long time, my deareſt 
Charlotte, with whom I flattered my- 
alf 1-fhould, paſs a part of this ſfum- 
Ladd to des gets, che leaving my; 
worthy leaving bim in à ſtate 
al hon with vi bad 
Wha: * 


of | ; 
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it not prove ſucceſsful, as judging of 
his heart by my own, I believe it will 
not, my baviſhment has no period 3 
and ſhould'it ſucceed, ſhould be for- 
get the abſent, and become the huſ- 
than | baniſhment! Oh! my friend, 
what a ſituation is mine! But I wil 
fuppreſs theſe repinings; to give way 
to them would be ingratitude ta my 
father's indulgence. } can juſtly blame 
no one but myſelf; the weakneſs, the 
perverſeneſs of my own heart is only 
ja Ault; could it hnd no other object 
to attach itſelf to, but the man defign- 
ed to be the huſband of my ſiſter! 
My puniſhment is juſt; and whatever 
L ſuffer I will patiently ſubmit to it, as. 
leſs ſevere than 1 deſerve. To recon-- 
cile myſelf to. their union, to bring: 
myſelf to wiſh for it's completion, ſhall 
be the buſineſs of my ſolitude. What 


1 44 | a return 
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areturn do I make for all my mamma's 
| prudent care, for all her wife inſtruc- 
tions! May this experience of my 
weakneſs, teach. me for the future to 
keep a ſtrict watch over my heart, and 
ro behold, with. indulgence; the frail. 
ries of others; and may you, my dear 
Charlotte, look with the eyes of a. 
friend, on thoſe of 


Your ever; 
Mays, Tender affidtionate, 


176g, 


Ex LEONARD. 


\F1L1 ALTDUTY. 2575 
Aue in. | *. ii! 2 


LETTER XXI. 


3 Cruantorrs Ariinorow to 
; ne EIL Ton. n 
$102 7 1 9 
0 OK” on your frailties, my 
—— with the eyes of a 
« friend! es, my ſweet couſin, 
with indulgence, with compaſſion, 
with eſteem; ;— nay, let me add, with 
veneration. Can it be a crime to ſee 
with ſenfibility the merits, and return 
the affeftion of the moſt amiable of 
men? for ſuch every one ſpeaks Mr: 
Leonard. You will meet with no 
judge ſo ſevere as yourſelf. The fault 
was in your parents; why did they ex- 
poſe to ſo ſtrict, ſo continued an inti- 
macy, two perſons formed for each 
other? The conſequence was evident, 


wat ivbidable; 


Ingrattude 
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&* Tngratitude to your father's indul- 

gene” Where is his jndulgence? 
What! baniſh the lovelieſt of women 
fran ghe boſom of the tendereſt of mo- 
thers, in, hopes ef, grafifyipg a him, 
a caprice! It is true, Sir Joſeph's odi- 
qus, abſurd} paſſion, would p 
your union with Mr. Leonard, at 
ſent; but why muſt unneceſſary | 
ſruftions be caſt.in your, way? You 
would wait with, pleaſure the effects of 
time, indylged in friendiy converſation 
with each other. Pardon me, my 
deareſt friend, if n expxeſſions treſpals 
the bound you have preſcribed to your 
duty i IL cannot think with patience op 
the. treatment you term indulgence. 
Such tender mercies appear cruelty 10 
me, and rather to be deprecated, than 
thankfully ; received, One bas to. be 
ſure, read of fathers, ho Aacrifiged 
their daughters, but it has been from 
| ſome 


* 
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ſome notion of public utility, or obe- 
dience to a raſh vow; obedience, more 
raſh if poſſible, than the vow itſelf; but 
not for the gratification of a fooliſh 
whim; nor have they doomed their 
children to a living death. Fou were 
malt uncommonly formed for ſueh pa- 
rents z had you been jephtha's daugh- 
ter, you would not even. have aſked 
the reſpite of forty days, to bewail 
your untimely fate; on the contrary 
you would have cuttſied lou, thanked 
papa, and deſired him to give the ſalu- 
tary: blow, as guickly:as his kind heart 
could deſire; and then have received 
nnn eee 9 
| 1; Ag. 
| 12 wa I wut aſk bebe kt 
it plead in my excuſe, that I am half 
diſtracted. Torn from every friend! 
ſhut up in ſome diſmal ſolitude! for 
very Ku indeed muſt that plage 
. be, 
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be, where ſuch a young woman as you 
can remain concealed : Whoſe tender 
care is to watch over you in ſickneſs, 
Ihould ſo probable an evil come upon 
you? Who is to amuſe your melan- 
choly hours? To wi.om can your op- 
preſſed heart unburthen itſelf? or to 
whom can your intelligent mind apply 
for rational converſe? Can your ſpi- 
ris be in a proper flate for ſuch a ſoli- 
"tude? To how dreadful a degree may 
not melancholy. ſteal upon you! 1 
tremble for the conſequence. In a ſe- 
cluded ſtate every care, every grief, 
becomes ten times doubled. How you 
will bear the reality I know not; but 1 
am ſure I cannot endure the thought of 
it. Do but direct me, my dear Emilia, 
tothe place to which you are condemn- 
ed, and 1 will, by my inceſſant impor- 
tunities, weary my parents into a con- 
ſent, to ſuffer me to come to you. If 


I coulk 
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1 could not cure, I could ſhare your 
vexations; I would endeavour to ſoothe, 
when I could not amuſe your melan- 
choly ; I would encourage hopes which 
I am perfuaded will not be diſappoint- 
ed; and when we were together we 
ſhould find no place ſolitary, it would 
be only retired. It is only by this per- 
miſſion that you can reconcile me to 
this ſtrange ſtep, I will promiſe to for- 
bear even the ſlighteſt cenſure of your 
father's conduct; indeed, when I owe 
the uninterrupted enjoyment of your 
ſociety to it, cenſure would be ungrate- 
ful; my heart would acknowledge him 
my generous benefactor. I beſeech you | 
do not refuſe me this requeſt you 
cannot prevent my heart from ſharing 
every thing that befalls you, do not 
then force my perſon ta be abſent from 
you! A thouſand fears will diſtract 


me; 


1 
* . 


r 
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me; no pleaſure; can reach me while. 
my thoughts are entirely engroſſed by 
you. Can I be amuſed while I think 
of you, dejected, anxious, melancholy, 
& ſitting like Patience on a monument, 
ſmiling at grief: for ſmile I know 
you will, though your heart were break 
B not joyous like, 


« The ſmile that dwella.on Hebe's 

HOY > GENT 

7 And loves to live in dimple's 
Neek,” | 


but one languid and mournful, more 
affecting than ſighs and tears; ſuch 1 
once ſaw you wear, when you were un- 
der apprehenſions for Mrs. Leonard's 
fe, and which touthed me todo deeply 
for the rettieinbrance ever to be effced. 
Thus you will ever pen to my ima- 
gitintion,” if you will not permit * 


N 


5 
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to accompany you; do not therefore 
deny the ardent wiſh of, my deareſt 
Emily, 


Tour moſt tenderly pe, 
r # f 
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